Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



! tcCi )»i5a'/-.Ay<»-t*t r- 




Slacbarti CoIIrgc Ltiiraru 



. C^JrU. 3A.£r*.virjLA U). WtJ3Cbl./M.i.*m< 



/ would consecrate a Temple to God^ to Truths 
and to all that dignifies and ennobles Humanity. 

The true religion is one of faith in an Infinite 
Righteousness and Love^ and the working out of 
those principles of the Divine nature in human life. 

JAMBS BDDr. 
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Preface . 

It has been said that "any movement worthy to 
be carried on for a decade is deserving of some 
permanent record." However that may be the move- 
ment which centres in Bell Street Chapel has some 
unique features which seem to make its history of 
interest. Moreover there is a peculiar reason for 
complete and permanent registry of the first few 
years of this work. That reason lies in the fact that 
the Supreme Court of Rhode Island, in passing the 
decree which confirmed the validity of the trust 
under the will of James Eddy, (out of which the 
chapel movement has grown,) indicated that the 
conduct of its affairs during the early years and 
while all the original trustees were living, would 
form the basis of judgment for future administra- 
tion of the trust. This makes the history now 
presented not only a record of earnest endeavor to 
carry out the wishes of the founder of the chapel 
enterprise, but also a basis of suggestion for those 
who may lead the movement in future years : and 
thus the history constitutes an act of fidelity to the 
trust itself. 

The material has been compiled from the records 
of the trustees, from the reports of the agent and 
resident minister, and from the minutes of the 
society meetings. Chapter I. gives a detailed account 
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of action inaugurated or suggested by the trustees, 
during the initial period of the movement, on account 
of its value as indicating the understanding of the re- 
quirements of the trust by those originally chosen by 
Mr. Eddy to carry out his purpose. Chapter II. 
gives a more condensed statement, under its topical 
heads of departments of work, of the co-operative 
action of the trustees and society in the period 
since the society attained its present measure of 
independence. It is hoped that this volume may 
serve also a more general purpose than is indi- 
cated above. This is an age of experimentation in 
religious and ethical movements, and any effort to 
translate spiritual aspiration in terms of social ser- 
vice, and to express radical views in an atmosphere 
of reverence and worship, is of value. We 
trust therefore, that this account of things done and 
attempted in the first years of the chapel movement 
may be of service, not only to those who in the 
future shall be charged with the task of adapting 
this enterprise to the needs of the new time while 
yet keeping it true to the purpose and ideal which 
called it into being, but also to others who are seek- 
ing in quite different conditions and by other methods 

'To build the universal Church, 
Lofty as is the love of God 
And ample as the wants of man." 



EXTRACTS FROM "THOUGHTS ON RELIGION AND 
MORALITY," BY JAMES EDDY. 

(Published as a part of the initial discourses given at Bell 
Street Cliapel, December, 1889, and January, 1890.) 

Let US be voluntarily grateful to that life-giving 
and life-sustaining Power which is revealed by nature 
and by human experience! 

I have no dispute with any one as to the name to be 
given this great invisible Power above man. 

All scientific knowledge rightly understood serves to 
deepen our conviction of the wisdom and goodness of 
that Power whom we designate as God. 

To man's more or less evolved intelligence at 
every given period of human growth is left the 
ascertainment and teaching of religious, as of other, 
truths. 

All true religion must be acknowledged and endorsed 
by an intelligent philosophy and must harmonize with 
all ascertained scientific truths. 

The truth, whatever it may be, should be the 
aim of all research and reasoning. And any religion 
which will not place the truth above all precon- 
ceived ideas will not suit the modern mind. 

Of course new truths will be constantly developed 
through the human mind by time and experience, and 
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all new truth must be in turn added to those already 
accepted and taught if our religion is to be kept 
pure. 

May we all be inspired by the love of truth ; for all 
truth is of God. 

Let it be the task of every religious organiza- 
tion, of every good man, to eliminate as fast as 
possible all the evil and injustice of the world from 
government and from society. 

The measure of our intimacy with God, the character 
of the principles which guide us, are shown by our 
daily life. 

Let us remember that the lower animals are espe- 
cially under our protection as they are under our con- 
trol. 

We have no desire to diminish in any sect the 
religious sentiment or devotional spirit; far other- 
wise! We would aim to increase and purify this 
spirit of devotion by presenting a truer object of in- 
spiration and by giving sound reasons for the cultiva* 
tion of the religious sentiment. 

We believe that the acme of man's privilege is to 
live ever nearer to God. 

What I desire above all things else is to assist 
in founding and building up a religious society 
which shall be guided by the highest principles of 
truth and right which the mind of our day can 
conceive. 
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I desire to help form a religious society which 
can say : 'We are inside Christianity, as we are inside 
of all the religions of the world, in every truthful 
principle which Christianity or any other system 
of religion inculcates. And we are outside every 
belief and principle of Christianity or other religious 
system which underestimates the character of God or 
lessens the true dignity of man. 

And while as builder of the Bell Street Chapel, and 
initiator of the religious society which I hope may 
in time worship therein, I ask a reasonable sym- 
pathy with, and adherence to my views from those 
who may found such a society, I should violate my 
own convictions of freedom and duty if I sought in 
any way to prevent the exercise of any other per- 
son's reason and individual judgment of what is 
right and true. 



CONCERNING THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. 

(Published in Ihe pamphlet entitled "What could a Church 
at Bell Street Chapel do fcpr Providence?") 

I believe in establishing Sunday schools. I would 
embrace in the teaching of such schools the whole duty 
of man, religious, moral and political; and also such 
teaching as would tend toward success in life in pe- 
cuniary matters. I would teach children to do unto 
others as they would feel it right for others in like 
circumstances to do unto them. I would teach them to 
rely as much as possible on themselves and not on 
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Others for their material well-being in this world. I 
believe that for the maintenance of a useful Sunday 
school there must be by the parent society, under the 
auspices of which the school is established, some organ- 
ization on definite principles, or acknowledged codified 
statements of belief. The endowments of a higher 
power of reason, and the accumulations of experience, 
may, like material property, be handed down to our 
posterity. By this means the race of mankind grad- 
ually approximates toward perfection. To make this 
march toward perfection sure and steady we must each 
and all of us seek first to educate and perfect ourselves, 
in order that we may transmit to our children and 
posterity the accumulations of truth we have ourselves 
gathered. We must, also, simultaneously with our 
own progress, make our children partakers of our 
moral and religious acquisitions. The most effective 
method of sustaining any system of thought or religion 
is organisation; and this includes the teaching of chil- 
dren by all parents and teachers of what is esteemed 
by them to be the truth. I believe, however, that the 
truths and deductions of reason taught to children 
should be advanced by the teacher in a spirit of humil- 
ity and of deference to the possibility, and even prob- 
ability, of a future gradual change in the human mind 
which will modify present conceptions. The parent 
and teacher, however, is bound to give the child, at 
any time, what seems to him the truest and most ad- 
vanced thought of his age. 

James Eddy. 



EXTRACTS. XI 



Extracts from the Discourse by Mrs. Spencer 

Entitled ''What Could A Church at Bell 

Street Chapel Do for Providence?" 

(Published March i6th, 1890.) 

First, there must be a society here of some sort, 
large or small, which can properly be called a church, 
if this movement is to meet its founder's wishes. No 
lecture bureau for securing great speakers, no floating 
congregation, merely, having no organic bond of union, 
could fulfill his hopes in connection with this building. 
No man or woman will ever be less welcome to the 
meetings here because he or she does not wish to join 
a society connected herewith, or declines to take any 
pledge of belief on which this movement rests. Free 
as to seats and as to association the congregation here 
will always be, but there must be some churchly 
nucleus, an inner circle of those peculiarly pledged to 
fidelity to this movement, if Mr. Eddy's full purpose 
is to be carried out. 

Second, such a society if formed must have some 
bond of union which, however brief and simple, shall 
express in distinct words the four cardinal points of 
Mr. Eddy's faith (a faith which he shared with many 
who will never hear of Bell Street Chapel) : — ^namely, 
loyalty to truth as revealed by each day's growing ex- 
perience; love to God expressed in worship; devotion 
to personal and social ethics ; and the spirit of univer- 
sal fellowship in the religious life. 
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What, then, could a society pledged thus to seek 
and speak the truth, to learn and follow the right, to 
look upward in faith and trust, and to serve mankind 
in the brotherly spirit, do for this city? Nothing, of 
course, so different in kind, or so superior in degree, 
to what is already attempted in these very lines by 
other religious societies in this community that it would 
have a right to consider itself as standing apart from, 
still less above, all other churches. Differences in 
words divide those who alike serve the good and the 
true. All know, however, that many today fail of 
securing helpful church fellowship because they can- 
not conscientiously speak the dialect of common church 
creeds. Wc trust that a church founded upon such 
radical and itniversal principles as we here profess 
may help some of the hitherto 'unchurched' to find a 
religious home. 

Again, a church founded on such principles as are 
here professed may help to make reverence and free- 
dom more united than they often are : and it may 
•offer an educational influence toward the liberal faith 
which shall be all the stronger because free from any 
sectarian lines. An independent church loses the power 
of those mighty impulses which sweep through asso- 
•ciated effort; but it has some 'advantage of its dis- 
advantage', and that is in the easy transition it offers 
to many from the older to the newer faiths, and in its 
absolute freedom from the atmosphere of ancient 
creedal warfare. 

Finally, and most important, a church here may 
be stronger than most religious bodies to work for 
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moral ends. A church founded upon the belief that 
'salvation' is growing good and doing good, can save 
force often spent in getting people technically 'con- 
verted', for use in ethical study and work. No one 
can deny the great need for more earnest devotion to 
both public and private morals. This is a rich and in- 
telligent community, but poverty has here its victims 
and ignorance feeds crime and vice from the nurseries 
of neglected childhood. A great manufacturing popula- 
tion lies close to our chapel door. A lax sentiment on 
many vital questions of conduct needs constant spur 
toward right thinking and right action. This city needs 
what every community needs, more union of men and 
women on the higher side of life. Not the multiplica- 
tion of new societies so much as the kindling of moral 
zeal, the inspiring of moral purpose, which will lead 
to better personal service from each individual. 

There is enough offered in the chapel opportunity 
to give hope for a helpful work in all the vital concerns 
of thought and character. All permanent effort from 
this centre depends, however, upon the cordial and 
wise use of this opportunity by the people of this city 
who are or may be interested. So far the trustees of 
the chapel and their agent have worked from the un- 
usual end of influence, — ^supplying that for which no 
large number of persons had previously signified a de- 
mand. If the movement here is to have vital rooting 
and grow naturally it must be a movement not alone or 
chiefly from the wish of one man now gone from 
among us ; it must be a movement from the united 
hearts of many worshippers, from the united service 
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of many loyal workers for the truth and the right. 
May we here "hitch our wagon to a star", may we here 
feel the sweep of the universal powers behind us to fit 
our tiny effort to the grandest purposes of human 
growth, may we here be pure in heart to see the 
good, and faithful in spirit to serve it day by day. 



Chapter I. 



James Eddy died May i8th, 1888, leaving in his 
will the following provisions respecting Bell Street 
Chapel and the fund connected therewith: — 

"I give, devise and bequeath, to my friend Barton 
A. Ballou and my two daughters, Sarah J. Eddy and 
Amy E. Harris, wife of Edward M. Harris, as a board 
of trustees, with power to add to their number and to 
their successors in the trust hereby created, all that 
building commonly known as the Bell Street Chapel in 
Providence, Rhode Island, and all the land on which 
it stands, said lot fronting on Bell Street, also includ- 
ing the strip of land owned by me on the easterly side 
of same, and a strip of land ten feet in width, on the 
northerly and westerly sides of said building. 

Also all the furniture and equipments, paintings, 
sculptures, busts, has relief statues, objects of art and 
nature in said chapel and vestry at the time of my 
decease, except such as are temporarily stored there 
from my gallery in Westminster Street ; also as an en- 
dowment for the continued support and maintenance 
of the purposes of this trust, the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars, the same to be paid from my estate 
not needed for payment of the legacies above referred 
to. Said trustees and their successors shall hold and 
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have the care and management of said estate and prop- 
erty, and receive all income and profit derived from 
any part of said trust estate; they are to keep the en- 
dowment fund safely invested in productive bonds, 
mortgages, or similar securities, and are to apply the 
income, or so much as may be needed, in payment of 
all expenses of keeping said estate in good repair, 
all expenses of warming and lighting the same, and 
similar incidental expenses; including the sum neces- 
sary for the revision, publication and distribution of 
my writings, and for holding services in said chapel; 
and I leave other details to the trustees for the time be- 
ing. It is my earnest wish and desire that the purest 
and truest religious and moral duties should be taught 
and practiced by the members of this church or society. 
In true religion every moral duty should be comprised. 
I hope that the great principles of justice, kindness> 
and a reasonable charity to all will be recognized, 
taught and practiced, that we should recognize and be 
just in estimating and describing the character of 
God, and not meet to vilify and ascribe to Him, the 
great beneficent Power, a character more unjust and 
cruel than the meanest and worst specimen of human- 
ity that ever existed. Let us be just to all, not ex- 
cluding the kind author of our existence, with whom 
we have relations, and to whom we are indebted for 
all happiness that life comprises and all unused pos- 
sibilities of increased enjoyment. 

Let us be voluntarily grateful to God. There is 
no higher duty, nor higher motive, than gratitude, for 
obeying the behests of pure religion and morality." 
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Gift of Land to the Chapel Property by the 
Heirs of the Eddy Estate. 

(Dbbd of Convbyancb madb in Fbbruary 1894.) 

"For the purpose of increasing the lot upon which 
the Bell Street Chapel stands", Sarah J. Eddy, Mrs. 
Amy Eddy Harris and her husband Edward M. Har- 
ris united in conveying to the chapel property, by 
deed, as mentioned above, an additional "ten feet of 
land on the northerly and westerly sides of the chapel". 
They also secured by the same deed of conveyance 
that "at no time hereafter shall any building or struc- 
ture of any kind be erected within ten feet of the 
westerly line or five feet of the northerly line of said 
Bell Street Chapel estate as increased by this con- 
veyance". 

This gift of land legally conveyed to the trustees 
of the chapel fund, and provision for keeping open 
other land, made by the Eddy heirs, together with the 
original bequest of Mr. Eddy, secured air and light 
about the chapel for twenty-five feet at the north and 
thirty feet at the west; the building facing south on 
Bell Street. Miss Eddy purchased the property ad- 
joining the chapel estate on the east and removed from 
it a large dwelling-house which stood very close to 
the chapel building and was a great detriment to the 
vestry rooms, and up to the date of publication of this 
history this lot has been kept free of buildings and thus 
an unobstructed space around the chapel has been se- 
cured. 
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The week after Mr. Eddy's death, his purpose re- 
specting the "revision, publication and distribution" of 
his writings was considered by the trustees under his 
will, and Anna Garlin Spencer was asked by them to 
act as editor of these writings. She accepted the trust 
and the manuscripts were put in her hands. It was 
afterwards decided to print a memorial volume to con- 
tain the obituary notice in the Providence Journal, the 
account of the funeral ceremonies, and a short sketch 
of Mr. Eddy's life, together with brief extracts from 
his writings. 

This Mrs. Spencer prepared, and it was published 
in April, 1889. In September, after Mr. Eddy's death, 
the trustees further commissioned Mrs. Spencer to 
aid them in the inauguration and establishment of 
religious services in the chapel, and in all the methods 
they might think best to adopt in order to carry out 
the general provisions of the will respecting the Bell 
Street Chapel and the administration of its fund. It 
was decided after Mrs. Spencer assumed this two-fold 
task in connection with the trust, to begin preparation 
for the formal dedication of the chapel and the open- 
ing of services therein. 

In considering the provisions of the will, and on 
consultation with lawyers, especially with Thomas C. 
Greene, Esq., it was decided that for motives of future 
security for the trust and its better understanding and 
administration in time to come, an appeal be made to 
the Supreme Court of Rhode Island to confirm the 
trust in such manner as to avoid any possible future 
litigation. 
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In this appeal all persons directly or indirectly in- 
terested were parties to the proceeding, which was in 
every sense amicable, and the final decree of the Court, 
under which the trust has since been administered, 
was expressly assented to in writing by both the 
daughters of Mr. Eddy and by Dr. Edward M. Harris, 
the husband of Mrs. Amy Eddy Harris. (See page 
40.) 

On suggestion of counsel "A Statement of Prin- 
ciples", or paper containing the vital elements of 
Mr. Eddy's thoughts on religion, morality and the 
conduct of the Bell Street Chapel movement, as under- 
stood by the three original trustees, was prepared by 
Mrs. Spencer; and after slight modifications accepted 
and adopted by the trustees in definite form as follows : 



Official Statement of the Trustees. 

We, the undersigned, trustees of the Bell Street 
Chapel fund, by choice of and under the will of James 
Eddy, do hereby each and all subscribe to the follow- 
ing, as our understanding of the meaning and intent 
of said James Eddy respecting the principles of reli- 
gion and morality which should be taught by the 
minister, or official representative, of any church or 
society to be at any time authorized by the trustees of 
said Bell Street Chapel fund to receive the benefits 
of said trust. And inasmuch as we stood nearest to 
James Eddy's confidence in this matter, and had many 
personal interviews with him regarding this trust for 
religious purposes, we hold ourselves qualified to 
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earnestly recommend that the appointment of new 
trustees at any future time, and the inauguration of 
new details of management if such should ever become 
necessary, may be based upcm general conformity to 
these principles of religion and morality which we ap- 
prehend to be the vital and essential elements of James 
Eddy's plan and purpose. 

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES. 

First, As a declaration of his purpose in building 
Bell Street Chapel and setting it apart for public wor- 
ship and instruction, James Eddy said, 

"I would consecrate a Temple to God, to Truth and 
to all that dignifies and ennobles humanity." 

We understand this declaration, and others of like 
purport in his writings, to bind all who endeavor to 
carry out the general objects of this trust to a wor- 
shipful, a rationalistic and a non-sectarian effort to 
better the world. 

Second. Of religion James Eddy said, 

"Our truest relations with God ask from us humility, 
confidence, gratitude and love. True religion is the 
voluntary performance of all duties growing out of 
our relations with God. Through human free-will and 
liberty God accords to man the great privilege of ren- 
dering himself happy and noble by the ascertainment 
and observance of the laws of nature, which harmonize 
with the laws of his being. All scientific truth is 
knowledge of God, and His ways of wisdom and kind- 
ness. No sacrifice or worship can be acceptable to 
God that does not promote the happiness of mankind." 
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And of worship he further said, "Praise and acknowl- 
edgments not prayer* let us not say 'give us' but rather 
Thou hast given us*. God has no need of the praise, 
homage, love or gratitude of man, but man has great 
need of exercising all these sentiments towards God. 
With an intelligent and just man the cherishing and 
the expression of these sentiments is a necessity, a 
demand of conscience ; and the exquisite satisfaction he 
derives from them constitutes his highest privilege of 
experience." And of the end of earthly existence he 
said, **He who gave us life, gave us death! Coming 
from the same beneficent source, why, if we realize 
that life is good, should we imagine that death is bad? 
Fear no event that God ordains must happen. Trust 
in God." 

We understand these statements of belief, taken in 
connection with the expressions of religious sentiment 
contained in many "invocations" and "acknowledg- 
ments" written by James Eddy, and taken also in 
connection with certain of his written and verbal in- 
stnictions concerning the trust communicated to us, 
to limit the representative teachers called to lead the 
work of any church or society receiving the benefits 
of this trust fund in the following definite particu- 
lars, viz. : 

a. Such representative teachers must believe in the 
possibility of conscious "relationship" between man 
and the source of all life and law. 



♦The word "prayer" was here used by Mr. Eddy in its narrow 
sense of begging appeals to God for special favors or for the 
miraculous interference with natural laws. 
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b. Such representative teachers must be able 
heartily to lead in public worship of "that Power 
whom we designate as God". 

c. Such representative teachers must believe and 
teach that both the source and expression of the re- 
ligious faculty belong to universal human apprehension 
and endowment, and are subject to laws of general hu- 
man development : — not that religion is a peculiar gift 
to a select class, Christian or other, by means of a su- 
pernatural revelation ; or that spirtual pre-eminence is 
determined by the acceptance of some special form of 
theologic statement. 

d. Such representative teachers must not be "trini- 
tarians" ; must not be believers in "everlasting punish- 
ment" in the present accepted meaning of that term; 
or bound to any system of theology, Christian or other, 
which forbids the subjection of any book, or person, 
or historic religion, to the test of scientific criticism 
and the judgment of human reason. 

e. Such representative teachers must not advocate 
the special doctrines of "spiritualism" in the present 
accepted meaning of that word.* 

♦The above restrictions apply solely to the resident speaker 
or settled minister of the society receiving the benefits of the 
trust, and not at all to the views of those who shall be entitled 
to membership in such society. Whoever feels that he or she 
can conscientiously subscribe to the Bond of Union which the 
trustees shall approve as the basis of the society, should 
always, if of suitable moral character, be welcome to such 
membership. And those of all shades of opinion, from the 
most "orthodox" Christian to the most pronounced "atheist," 
"agnostic," "materialist" or "spiritualist," are alike welcome, 
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Third. Of morality James Eddy said, 
"I interpret morality to be the performance of all 
the duties growing out of our relations with our fellow- 
creatures. These moral duties I regard as intimately 
connected with our religious duties, since to the extent 
of the liberty with which we are endowed, we are per- 
mitted the high privilege of co-operating with God in 
furthering His intents. By doing all the good we can 
to our fellow-creatures we live nearer to God, and have 
a stronger claim to be called the children of our divine 
Father. In true religion every moral duty is com- 
prised. I hope that the great principles of justice, 
kindness, and a reasonable charity to all, may be 
recognized, taught and practiced." 

We understand this statement, and the other com- 
mendatory references to various elements of moral 
teaching and work found in Mr. Eddy's writings, to 
bind all who endeavor to carry out the purposes of this 
trust, to a practical, and not merely a speculative, 
religious movement. We understand that general 
ethical instruction, and the advo<^acy and aid of special 

and should forever be, to the general benefits of the trust. 
But in order that the movement shall have a distinctive char- 
acter, in substantial and honest agreement with the views of 
the man who gave the opportunity of starting it, its leader 
(the one who shall stand before the community as specially 
representing the spirit and aim of the trust) must be a person 
able to meet and fulfil the above requirements as to belief, so 
far as the general tendency of that leader's thought is con- 
cerned. The words "trinitarian," "believer in everlasting pun- 
ishment," and "spiritualist," are used only in their present 
formal, dogmatic, and creedal sense. 
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reforms and philanthropies may properly, and should 
be, included in the scope of the work of the church 
or society receiving the benefits of this trust, pro- 
vided such ethical instruction and practical work shall 
be grounded upon rationalistic principles. 

Fourth. Of statements of belief, or "creeds", James 
Eddy said, in substance, that such "codified state- 
ments were necessary to the truest unity and best 
working power of a religious society: but that the 
growth of the human mind should not be hindered 
by unchangeable creeds, but rather accelerated by the 
revision, and, if necessary, radical change of such 
statements of belief at spe(^ified times ; say as often as 
once in ten years." 

In accordance with this idea we hold that the church 
or society receiving the benefits of this trust, is bound 
to found its organization upon certain declared prin- 
ciples of belief which the trustees can accept as in 
general conformity with the principles to which they 
have themselves subscribed as basis for their conduct 
of the trust, and herein set forth; but that these de- 
clared principles of said church or society may be 
modified, enlarged or changed from time to time to 
better express the purposes, sentiments and convic- 
tions of the majority of such church or society: the 
trustees at any given period being the judges whether 
or not the statement of belief last made is sufficiently 
in harmony with the vital and essential elements of 
James Eddy's belief and purpose as herewith defined, 
to justify them in continuing to aid said church or 
society from the funds of the trust. 



HISTORY OF BELL STREET CHAPEL. II 

But although we hold that the official representa- 
tives of any church or society receiving the benefits 
of this trust-fund should be required to subscribe to 
these fundamental elements of Mr. Eddy's belief re- 
specting religion, morality and the proper basis of 
church organization, we do not ourselves demand, 
nor would we desire our successors in the management 
of the trust to demand, subscription to all these 
statements on the part of occasional speakers and 
teachers who may from time to time assist in the work 
carried on by such church or society, or carried on by 
the trustees in connection with the general objects of 
the trust — provided there is nothing in their teaching 
in violation of the principles herein defined.* 

Signed by the trustees. 

Barton A. Ballou, 

Sarah J. Eddy, 

Amy Eddy Harris. 

♦The above clause of the trustees* statement shows that 
not only is there granted the fullest possible freedom of belief 
in the membership of any society receiving the benefits of the 
trust, but that any restrictions respecting the settled minister 
or leader of the society, which faithfulness in the administra- 
tion of the trust makes necessary, do not apply to the belief 
of occasional speakers, but only to their advocacy in the Chapel 
of views contrary to the general tendency of this statement 
It is desired to show in the conduct of this trust both the 
fraternal spirit that welcomes to the chapel platform as guests 
and participants in the services persons of widely differing 
opinions in religion, and also that distinctive character of a 
rationalistic and yet devout, a free and yet reverent movement, 
which shall keep the trust inviolate and yet interpret the 
purpose and aim of its founder in a broad and generous spirit. 
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In the preparation of this official statement of the 
trustees, as given above, Mrs. Spencer carefully read 
the entire manuscript writings of Mr. Eddy twice, 
and parts of them many times, classifying them for 
the better understanding of their thought under va- 
rious headings of topics and sub-topics, and following 
an earnest desire to glean from the somewhat chaotic 
mass the general bent and tendency of that thought: 
and she faithfully, and to the best of her ability, 
culled the most important and vital parts of these writ- 
ten "principles and beliefs" of Mr. Eddy for the 
foundation of the trust. To her labor was added the 
most conscientious and painstaking scrutiny of the 
trustees at every point; and their remembrance of 
Mr. Eddy's spoken words upon all the ideas and doc- 
trines treated in the statement aided in the clear and 
consistent result. All four persons who were engaged 
in constructing this document had frequently talked 
with Mr. Eddy upon the religious and moral problems 
of the time, and knew his mind in many lines of 
thought. His daughter Sarah, who as one of the 
original trustees signed this official statement, was 
especially in Mr. Eddy's confidence during the later 
years and months of his life, when the subject of this 
trust for religious purposes in connection with Bell 
Street Chapel was close to his heart and much in his 
talk and planning for the future. 

In March, 1889, the trustees asked Mrs. Spencer 
to continue her two-fold service as editor of the 
writings of Mr. Eddy, and as general helper in 
furthering his purposes respecting the chapel, for an- 
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Other year. This she agreed to do ; and it was mutually 
decided that the second year should begin May ist^ 
1889. 

Arrangements were made at this time for the open- 
ing of the chapel for Sunday services in the following 
autumn. The matter of music for those services was 
considered, and it was finally decided to make 
said music an educational feature ; and June 15th, 1889, 
Miss Lucy Hale Garlin was engaged to instruct, or- 
ganize and drill a double quartette of singers, so 
as to have them in readiness for the opening 
of the chapel; she to receive a yearly salary and 
herself pay the organist; and the singers to receive 
both private instruction and choir-practice for their 
services on Sunday. 

The decree of the Supreme Court, owing to various 
delays, was not rendered at the time expected; but 
Mr. Greene and others having decided that in their 
judgment it was a valid trust, and the object of the 
appeal to the Court having been rather to protect the 
future of the trust than to aid the present trustees 
in their duty, it was decided to open public services 
in the chapel without waiting for that decree. It was 
also decided by the trustees that inasmuch as Mr. 
Eddy's plan and purpose respecting the chapel ser- 
vices included the cultivation and expression of the 
religious sentiment, and at the same time the restric- 
tions of the trust required a very rationalistic form 
of public worship, it would be best to have printed 
Orders of Service which should give the trustees 
opportunity to outline the general tendency of the de- 
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votional parts of the services as they could in no other 
manner. And hence Mrs. Spencer was empowered to 
prepare a number of such Orders of Service, and sub- 
mit them to the trustees for approval; they to be 
stereotyped as they were printed for use week by week, 
and finally, when the number should be complete, pub- 
lished in book form. 

In arranging for the exercises on the occasion of 
the formal dedication, it was decided that there should 
be, in the first place, something distinctive and charac- 
teristic about them which would stamp the proposed 
movement from the start with its own peculiar quality ; 
and that, in the second place, there should be, if pos- 
sible, such a varied representation of religious opinion 
and moral effort by the invited speakers as would illus- 
trate the hospitality of that movement toward all sin- 
cere and noble effort for truth and righteousness. In 
accordance with this idea the following programme 
was arranged and successfully carried out on the 
afternoon of Sunday, December ist, 1889: 
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DEDICATORY SERVICES 

« 

Bell Street Chapel, Providence, R. I. 

December ist, 1889, Afternoon, Half-past Two O 'Clock. 

Music, Choir. 

Send out Thy light and Thy truth, 

Let them lead me. 
And let them bring me to Thy holy hill. 
And we will praise, praise Thee on the harp, 

O our God. 
We will praise and give thanks unto Thee, 

O Lord, our God. 

Dedicatory Address. 
On Behalf of the Trustees of Bell Street Chapel, Under 

THE Will of James Eddy, 

Mrs. Anna Garlin Spencer. 
Music, Choir. 

Dedication Hymn. 

Adapted from Henry Ware, Jr. 

We rear not a temple, like Judah's of old, 

Whose portals were marble, whose vaultings were gold ; 

No incense is lighted, no victims are slain, 

No monarch kneels praying to hallow the fane. 

More simple and lowly the walls that we raise, 
And humbler the pomp of procession and praise; 
Where the heart is the altar whence incense shall roll. 
And the Truth sheds its light on each questioning souL 

Oh, Father, come in I but not in the cloud 

Which filled the bright courts where thy chosen ones bowed: 

But come in that spirit of glory and grace 

Which beams on all souls and illumines the race. 
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Oh, come in the power of Thy life-giving word, 
And reveal to each heart the All-Father and Lord; 
Till Faith bring the peace to the penitent given, 
And Love fill the air with the fragrance of heaven. 

The pomp of old temples hath long passed away, 
And soon shall our frailer erection decay ; 
But the souls that are builded in worship and love 
Shall be temples to God everlasting above. 

Responsive Service. 
Read by Minister and People. 

Minister: We thank Thee, Heavenly Father, for the grate- 
ful feeling and the trustful aspiration toward Thee out of 
which this House was builded. For all things come of Thee, 
and nothing can be offered to Thy service here, which Thou 
hast not first given unto those who seek in sincerity of heart 
to worship Thee. 

And now, desiring in faithfulness and in wisdom, to realize 
its Builder's Ideal, "we would consecrate this Temple to God, 
to Truth, and to all that dignifies and ennobles Humanity." 

To the spirit which seeks the Truth, to know it, to speak it 
in love, though one must stand alone; to the mind which re- 
considers and re-states and confesses error, which seeks for 
substance under forms and symbols, and for unity beneath all 
differences ; to this spirit we would dedicate this House, grate- 
fully honoring here all teachers, scriptures, lives, that in all 
ages have revealed the truth to men. 

People: To the service of the truth that maketh free may 
this House be dedicated. 

Minister: We would dedicate this House to the religion of 
Righteousness, to the thankful, sincere, loyal and helpful life; 
to the inward purity and the outward usefulness, which see and 
serve the Good. 

People: To that service of Righteousness which createth 
clean hearts and giveth the beauty of holiness, 
may this House be dedicated. 
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Minister: We would dedicate this House to the religion of 
Love, to the ministries of a pure home life; to an enlightened 
patriotism; and to that spirit of Universal Brotherhood which 
calleth no man alien and seeketh everywhere and always to 
bear one another's burdens. 

People: To the fellowship of hearts and the unselfish life 
may this House be dedicated. 

Minister: We would dedicate this House to the religion ot 
Faith ; to the sense of union here and now with things eternal ; 
to faith that no good thing is failure, and no evil thing success ; 
to faith in Justice at the heart of things, and in a righteous and 
loving Purpose increasingly revealed in human life; to these 
high faiths we would dedicate this House. 

People: To Faith, which testifieth of the life of God in the 
soul of man, may this House be dedicated. 

Minister: We would dedicate this House to Worship; to 
natural praise and aspiration as here together is sought and 
felt that Supreme Presence, the Light, the Life, the One in 
All ; and here may be spoken the heart's name for the eternal. — 
Our Heavenly Father. 

People: To Reverence, Thanksgiving and Worship may 
this House be dedicated. 

Minister: And by the service and the worship which find 
here their Home may many souls be lifted "nearer, O God, to 
Thee, nearer to Thee."* 

Musical Response . . . ... Quartette. 

May this house built for Thy praise. 

All hallowed be. 
May its service here upraise 

All hearts to Thee. 
Here may Truth and Right and Love 

Find purest voice. 



♦Note. — For the wording of a portion of this responsive 
service the chapel management was indebted to Rev. Jenkin 
Lloyd Jones and Rev. William C. Gannett, who allowed quota- 
tions from services arranged by them. 
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And the light from Thy Power above 
All souls rejoice. 

Invocation. 
James Eddy. 

Musical Response Quartette. 

"Bow down Thine ear, O Lord." 

Rev. E. Benjamin Andrews (Baptist), President Brown 

University. 

Rev. Thomas R. Slicer (Unitarian). 

Music, Trio. 

Praise ye the Lord Almighty, 
Bless and adore His holy Name 1 

Letters from Rev. David H. Greer and Rev. Wm. J. Potter. 

Addresses. 

Rev. H. W. Rugg (Universalist). 

Rev. H. C. Hay (Swedenborgian). 

Edwin D. Mead (Author and Lecturer). 

Music, ........ Choir. 

I waited for the Lord, 
He inclined unto me : 
O blest are they that hope 
And trust in the Lord. 

Benediction. 



ANNOUNCEMENT OF FUTURE MEETINGS MADE AT 

DEDICATORY SERVICES. 

The trustees of Bell Street (Thapel hereby announce 
that regular services will be held throughout the com- 
ing winter, to which all persons having sufficient inter- 
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est to attend are cordially invited. The first six 
Sundays will be devoted to the exposition by Mrs. 
Anna Garlin Spencer of vital points of Mr. James 
Eddy's belief, as accepted by the trustees for a basis 
of organized work under his will, as follows : 

December 8th. Man's ideal of God. 

December 15th. Gratitude and trust in the Powers above. 

December 22d. How Religions grow. 

December 29th. Reason in Religion. 

January 5th. Man's freedom and responsibility; or 

character in Religion. 

January 12th. Human brotherhood in Religion. 

This series of services will be followed by six having 
the same topics in the same order, the discourses to be 
given by speakers from abroad. 

Time of service, Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock. 

The Dedicatory Services were afterwards printed 
in pamphlet form and widely circulated. 

In accordance with the "Announcement of 
Future Services" given above, a series of six dis- 
courses followed that meeting; discourses which 
contained selections from the writings of Mr. Eddy, 
and were intended to outline and explain the gen- 
eral tendency and aspect of the movement just in- 
augurated. These selections from the writings 
were all submitted to the approval of the trustees 
before public use, and the whole series received 
their official sanction as showing the philosophical 
position which in their opinion was consistent with 
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the provisions of the trust. These discourses were 
prepared and given by Mrs. Spencer as the agent 
of the trustees and were printed and widely dis- 
tributed, much interest being shown in them by the 
community, and the attendance when they were deliv- 
ered being very large. The "Orders of Service" used 
on these occasions were compiled largely from the 
material arranged by the editors of "Unity Hymns 
and Chorals", and their courtesy in the matter was 
much appreciated. 

Regular Sunday afternoon services were con- 
tinued from December ist, 1889 to June 22d, 1890, 
inclusive. In arranging for the meetings it was 
thought best to have a sufficient number of dis- 
courses from Mrs. Spencer and from those who 
stood as near Mr. Eddy's own thought as she did, 
to give a distinctive character to the winter's series, 
and at the same time to show a widely fraternal 
spirit and give variety of both speakers and topics. 
The result was the following program for the 
season : all the meetings being well attended, and 
from a very early period in the work a good num- 
ber of persons showing genuine interest by constant 
attendance. 



LIST OF TOPICS AND SPEAKERS FOR THE SEASON 

OF 1889-90. 

Dec 1st. Dedicatory Services. 

Dec. 8th. Man's Ideal of God, Anna Garlin Spencer. 

Dec 15th. Gratitude and Trust, Mrs. Spencer. 

Dec 22d. How Religions grow, Mrs. Spencer. 



HISTORY OF BELL STREET CHAPEL, 21 

Dec. 29th. Reason in Religion, Mrs. Spencer. 

Jan, Sth. Character in Religion, Mrs. Spencer. 

Jan. I2th. Fellowship in Religion, Mrs. Spencer. 

Jan. 19th. Man's ideal of God, Rev. Frederick L. Hosmer, 

radical Unitarian Minister, settled over a parish 

in Cleveland, O. 

Jan. 26th. Gratitude and Trust, Mrs. Ednah D. Cheney of 

Jamaica Plain, Mass., an author, lecturer and 
unordained minister, and prominent officer of 
the Free Religious Association of America. 

Feb. 2d. Religion and Morality, Dr. Felix Adler of New 

York City, the leader of the Ethical Culture 
movement in this country. 

Feb. gth. How Religion grows. Prof. Joseph H. Allen, 

for many years a Professor in Harvard Divinity 
School, Cambridge, Mass., and editor of the 
Unitarian Review. 

Feb. i6th. Reason in Religion, Rev. Samuel J. Barrows of 

Boston, Mass., Unitarian minister, and editor 
of the Christian Register, the Unitarian de- 
nominational paper. 

Sbribs of Four Discourses upon "The Church," by Mrs. 

Spencer. 

Feb. 23d. The Present function of the church. 

Mch. 2d. The relation of the modem church to social 

reforms. 

Mch. pth. Are we outgrowing the need of the church? 

Mch. i6th. What could a church at Bell Street Chapel do 

for Providence? 

(This discourse having a special signifi- 
cance for the chapel congregation was pub- 
lished.) 

Mch. 23d. Fellowship in Religion, Miss Mary F. Eastman, 

lecturer upon education and various moral 
reforms, and an Independent in religion. 
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Mch. 30th. The Law of Beauty, Rev. Frederick A. Hinck- 
ley, of the Free Congregational Society of 
Florence, Mass., an independent rationalistic 
and reformatory association (formerly settled 
minister over the Free Religious Society of 
Providence). 

April 6th. The Immortal Hope, Mrs. Spencer (Easter 

sermon). 

April 13th. Law and Love, Rev. Augustus Woodbury, 

minister of the Second Unitarian Society in 
Providence. 

April 20th. Religion, the Affirmation of Crod in Human 

Nature, Rev. William J. Potter of New Bed- 
ford, Mass., minister of the Unitarian church 
of that city, and President of the Free Religious 
Association of America. 

April 27th. The Law of Social Reform, Mrs. Spencer. 

May 4th. Sermon by Rev. T. R. Slicer, minister of the First 

Unitarian Church, Providence. 

May nth. Growth, Mrs. Laura Ormiston Chant, of Lon- 
don, England, worker in social purity and other 
reforms, and unordained preacher. 

May i8th. Sermon on Religious Life, Rev. C. F. Dole, 

Unitarian minister, and author of several moral 
text-books extensively used, settled at Jamaica 
Plain, Mass. 

May 25th. Address by Mr. Giles B. S'tebbins, a writer and 

a speaker on various topics, and a spiritualist; 
although he was requested not to advocate that 
belief at the chapel, and did not do so, as he 
came understanding the restrictions of the trust 
in that particular. 

June I St. The May Meetings, Mrs. Spencer. 
June 8th. The Care of Dependent Children by the State, 

Mrs. Spencer. 
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June 15th. What the State and Society Owe to All Chil- 
dren, Mrs. Spencer. 
June 22d. Parting Words, Mrs. Spencer. 

Summary: Seventeen discourses by Mrs. Spencer and 
thirteen by others. The Giapel was closed for a vacation 
during July and August, 1890. 



The Formation of the Religious Society of 

Bell Street Chapel. 

During January and February of 1890, the 
trustees and Mrs. Spencer held many conferences 
in regard to the best methods of attempting the 
formation of a religious society, which by the terms 
of the will of James Eddy it was their duty to seek 
to inaugurate as a beneficiary of the trust. In 
February Mrs. Spencer began the series of dis- 
courses upon "The Church" as a preparation for 
specific work in this direction. The publication of 
the last sermon of the series awakened much in- 
terest and led to many discussions between Mrs. 
Spencer and members of the congregation as to the 
possibilities of church organization in connection 
with the chapel. j 

Early in April, 1890, a "Bond of Union" for the 
proposed Religious Society of Bell Street Chapel 
was compiled from the writings of Mr. Eddy, and 
accepted by the trustees as suitable for that purpose, 
and as the one they would suggest for the use of 
said society in its organization. On the evening of 
April 2Sth, 1890, the first preliminary meeting for 



24 HISTORY OF BELL STREET CHAPEL. 

the consideration by interested persons of matters 
pertaining to the formation of a society in connec- 
tion with the chapel, (and which had been an- 
nounced from the pulpit for two successive Sundays 
preceding,) was held in the vestry of the chapel 
beginning at 8 o'clock. Mrs. Spencer, acting as the 
agent of the trustees, presided, and Hon. Edwin C. 
Pierce acted as secretary pro tem. 

Mrs. Spencer read the Statement of Principles 
(see page 6) adopted by the trustees as those which 
should guide them in the conduct of the trust. She 
also read an "Outline of relative rights and powers 
of the trustees, and of any society which may re- 
ceive the benefit of the trust", as follows : — 

In February and March, of 1890, the trustees 
adopted the following statement, preparatory to 
the movement to start a society which should be, 
in accordance with Mr. Eddy's wish, a beneficiary 
of the trust : — 

OUTLINE OF RELATIVE RIGHTS AND POWERS OF 
THE TRUSTEES OF THE BELL STREET CHAPEL 
FUND UNDER THE WILL OF JAMES EDDY, AND 
OF ANY RELIGIOUS SOCIETY WHICH MAY RE- 
CEIVE THE BENEFITS OF THE TRUST. 

First. The said society shall, in an official manner, 
assent and subscribe to a Bond of Union, to be 
based upon the expressed views of James Eddy as 
set forth in the record of the trustees, and to be ap- 
proved of as such by them. 



HISTORY OF BELL STREET CHAPEL. 2$ 

Changes may be made in said Bond of Union if 
desired by a majority of the society, not oftener than 
once in ten years, provided that the trustees for the 
time being, determine that such changes are in har- 
mony with the spirit of the trust. 

Second. The general scope and tendency of the 
religious and moral movement receiving the benefits 
of the fund as defined by any by-laws of management, 
or by any official statements of purposes, of plans of 
work, or by printed annual reports, must be such as in 
the judgment of the trustees are consistent with the 
objects of the trust. And the choice of the official 
leader or minister of the society must be ratified by the 
trustees as that of a person in their judgment suitable 
to carry out the purposes of the trust, before such 
person is invited by the society to accept the office. 

Third. During the initial period of the movement 
connected with Bell Street Chapel, the recognized 
leader of that movement must be chosen by the trustees 
and act as their representative. Whenever the society 
has attained distinct form and its membership has be- 
come in the judgment of the trustees sufficiently estab- 
lished in character and in associated life, the society 
shall be given the management of the affairs of the 
chapel, subject only to the general supervision of the 
trustees as before indicated. 

Fourth. To the end of obtaining this independence 
as soon as possible, the church at Bell Street Chapel 
as soon as it is formed by subscription to the required 
Bond of Union, should organize as a society, with its 
own board of management, in order that it may have 
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an official method of conference and co-operative ac- 
tion with the trustees. The agent of the trustees shall 
be ex-officio the president of the society during* the 
initial period. 

Fifth, The amount of money from the trust fund 
to be appropriated for the local chapel expenses must 
be determined at the beginning of each year, at the 
April meeting, by the trustees. This appropriation 
shall take precedence of any other that may be made 
for further work in connection with the purposes of 
the trust, that may be carried on by the trustees, or 
by their official agent. 

Sixth, While the tnist fund makes it possible to 
carry on the religious services and all are most wel- 
come to receive the benefits thereof, whether contribut- 
ing towards the expenses or not, yet those interested 
in the chapel enterprise who may wish to aid in 
and extend the work, may do so, not only by per- 
sonal service, but by a system of voluntary contribu- 
tions, the method thereof to be determined by the 
joint action of the trustees and the society, the fund 
resulting to be distributed according to the vote of 
the society. 

The Bond of Union proposed by the trustees as a 
possible basis for such a society was also read. An 
informal vote indicated that a considerable number of 
those present might like to join such a society as was 
proposed. The request was made for the printing and 
distribution among the congregation of the proposed 
Bond of Union with an opportunity for subscription 
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of names. The following Sunday a Bond of Union 
based upon James Eddy's views, taken almost entirely 
from his own words, and suggested by the trustees 
under his will as a basis of organization for the reli- 
gious society to be formed in ccmnection with Bell 
Street Chapel, was distributed. 

The second preliminary meeting for the organization 
of the society was held April 29th, Mrs. Spencer pre- 
siding and Mr. Henry R. Chace acting as secretary 
pro tem. At this meeting twenty-four persons for- 
mally assented to the Bond of Union as it stood, and 
thus became the first members. (See pages 35, 38 
and 39.) 

The first regular meeting of the society was held 
the same evening after the preliminary meeting had 
adjourned and those not members had retired from 
the room. And the members reassembling appointed 
a committee to draft a constitution and by-laws and 
present them for adoption at a future meeting. At 
the fourth and fifth meetings of the society the follow- 
ing constitution and by-laws (which had already re- 
ceived the sanction of the trustees) were adopted by 
the society by a unanimous vote: 
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CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. 

The name of this Association shall be The Religious 
Society of Bell Street Chapel. 

ARTICLE IL 

Membership in this Society shall be conditioned only 
upon moral character, and upon subscription to the 
following Bond of Union : 

BOND OF UNION BASED UPON JAMES EDDY^S VIEWS 
AND SUGGESTED BY THE TRUSTEES UNDER HIS WILL 
AS A BASIS OF ORGANIZATION FOR THE REUGIOUS 
SOCIETY TO BE FORMED IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
BELL STREET CHAPEL : 

Believing that it is for the best interests of mankind 
that religious societies be formed for the acquisition 
and extension of knowledge and virtue, we hereby 
unite upon the great principles of love to God and man 
and dez'Otion to duty, in a church organization to be 
known as The Religious Society of Bell Street Chapel. 

We assume as a starting-point of religious belief, 
justified by reason and experience, the existence of a 
supreme, wise and beneficent Power, whom we call 
God, our Divine Father. 

We believe that zvhile God exacts no homage from 
man, reverence, gratitude and trust are due Him, and 
zve would use our high privilege of voluntarily ex- 
pressing these in public zvorship: and believing that 
we are subject to unchangeable laws, which are in 
harmony with our well-being and happiness, we would 
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offer no appeals to God to change the natural and in- 
evitable results of their operation, but would rather 
seek to learn and obey them. 

We believe that in true religion every moral duty is 
comprised, and would assert our determination to be 
guided by the highest rules of action; believing that 
man is possessed of liberty within the bounds of the 
laws of nature, we would aim at nothing less than per- 
fection in physical, mental and moral well-being. 

Believing that the onward progress of the human 
mind leads to constant change in the data of science 
and religion, we would be honest in the expression of 
our present convictions; and hold ourselves ready to 
cltange our statements of belief when reason and expe- 
rience demand. 

ARTICLE IIL 

The officers of this society shall be a president, a 
vice-president, a secretary, a treasurer and five direc- 
tors who shall together constitute an executive com- 
mittee. 

The duties of these officers shall be such as usually 
belong to their several offices ; and the executive com- 
mittee as a whole shall constitute the medium of official 
communication and cooperative action between the 
society and the trustees of the fund under the will 
of James Eddy. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The sanction of the trustees of the fund of which 
this sbciety is the beneficiary being required for the 
final action of the society respecting its official man- 
agement, its resident minister, its printed annual re- 
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ports and its plans of work, there shall be an Annual 
Meeting, and an Adjourned Annual Meeting, with an 
interval between of not less than two weeks nor more 
than four weeks. At the annual meeting all these mat- 
ters requiring the sanction of the trustees shall be 
presented by the executive committee, passed upon 
by the society, and if approved by a majority of the 
society, referred to the trustees for their approval: 
and at the adjourned annual meeting final action shall 
be taken upon these and upon all other matters which 
should properly be decided at such a meeting. 

And if in the judgment of the executive committee 
the best interests of the society require decision upon 
any matters demanding the sanction of the trustees 
for final action, at any other time than the beginning 
of the official year of the society, the secretary shall 
at the request of the executive committee call two spe- 
cial business meetings in the same manner and with 
the same opportunity for conference with the trustees 
between said two meetings, as in the case of the an- 
nual and adjourned annual meetings. 

ARTICLE V. 

This constitution may be amended at any adjourned 
annual meeting (with the exception of Sections I and 
II which cannot be altered oftener than once in ten 
years) by a two-thirds ballot vote of the members pres- 
ent : provided notice of proposed changes shall be given 
in the call for the meeting, which must be issued four 
weeks before the annual meeting and include a state- 
ment of the proposed amendment and the reasons 
therefor. 
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BY-LAWS 
OF THE 

Religious Society of Bell Street Chapel. 

I. The annual meeting of the society shall be held 
on the first Friday evening of October of each year 
beginning October 3, 1890. The regular business meet- 
ing of the society shall be held on the first Friday 
evenings of September, December, March and June. 
The society shall also hold monthly meetings from 
November to April inclusive on either the first or third 
Friday of each month (the date and hour of meetings 
to be determined and announced by the executive com- 
mittee) for the promotion of hospitalty and sociability 
in the congregation. Special business meetings may 
be called by the executive committee at their discretion, 
or at the written request of ten members of the society, 
the secretary being required to send notice of such 
meetings to every member of the society. 

II. All applications for membership in the society 
shall be made to a member of the executive committee 
and by him or her presented to a standing committee 
on membership which shall consist of the president, 
vice-president, secretary and two directors. If the 
character of the applicant is satisfactory the member- 
ship committee shall recommend his or her name to 
the society at the next regular business meeting, or at 
any special meeting duly called, and a majority ballot 
vote of the society shall elect to membership. Mem- 
bers may be dropped from the roll of membership at 



32 HISTORY OF BELL STREET CHAPEU 

their written request, or on the reconunendation of the 
executive committee ratified by a majority ballot vote 
of the society. 

III. The following standing committees of three or 
more persons shall be elected, together with the mem- 
bership committee at each adjourned annual meeting; 
the chairman of each committee shall be one of the 
members of the executive committee, a second member 
shall be selected from the unofficial membership of the 
society and one or more shall be chosen from the c<»i- 
gregation at large: 

1st. Committee on Sunday Services. This com- 
mittee shall co-operate with the executive committee 
in all matters connected with the devotional services, 
the choice of a minister and the provisions for occa- 
sional pulpit supply. 

2nd. Committee on Sunday School. This com- 
mittee shall co-operate with the executive committee 
in all matters relating to the selection and training of 
teachers, the preparation and choice of lessons, the 
arrangement for general exercises, the choice of Sun- 
day school officers, and the preparation for and man- 
agement of any festivals for the school. 

3rd. Committee on Social Meetings. This com- 
mittee shall co-operate with the executive committee 
in all matters of social entertainment connected with 
the chapel and under the auspices of the society, 

4th. Committee on Finance. This committee 
shall co-operate with the executive committee and with 
the trustees of the Eddy fund, in devising a system of 
voluntary contributions by the congregation to all or 
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any of the departments of work connected with the 
chapel, and shall have the practical management and 
application of the method chosen; and it shall hand 
over all moneys so collected to the treasurer of the 
society for disbursement under the direction of the 
society. 

5th. Committee on Practical Work. This com* 
mittee shall co-operate with the executive committee 
in devising and executing plans for educational and 
philanthropic work in connection with the chapel, and 
all plans presented by this committee shall require the 
^ unanimous approval of the executive committee and 
the sanction of a majority of the society before they 
can be carried into effect. 

IV. It is understood that the independent action of 
the above mentioned standing committees, and that of 
the executive committee, is qualified by the trustees' 
"Outline of the relative rights and powers of the trus- 
tees' of the Bell Street Chapel fund under the will of 
James Eddy and of the religious society which may 
receive the benefits of the fund," and all matters speci- 
fied in that outline as requiring the sanction of the 
trustees before final action is taken by the society, must 
be presented to the society first for a vote of recom- 
mendation and only after the approval of the trustees 
shall be passed upon by a decisive vote of the society. 
And whenever the trustees of the fund of which this 
society is the beneficiary shall deem it advisable to call 
a special meeting of the society, the secretary of the 
society shall at their request send a notice of such pro- 
posed meeting, and its object, to each member of the 
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society at least two weeks before the date of said meet- 
ing*; and a two-thirds vote of the members present at 
any meeting called in this manner at the request of the 
trustees shall be binding upon the society on all matters 
upon which action is taken. 

V. At the regular business meeting of September 
a committee on nominations shall be elected or ap- 
pointed who shall prepare a list of general officers and 
a chairman and members of committees for recom- 
mendation to the society at its annual meeting; the 
vote upon officers and committees to be taken at the 
adjourned annual meeting by ballot, a majority of 
the members present electing. 

VI. These by-laws may be amended at any regular 
or special business meeting by a two-thirds vote of 
the members present, provided notification of the pro- 
posed changes shall be given in the call to the meet- 
ing. 
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The following general officers were duly elected : 

President, Mrs. Anna Garlin Spencer; 

Vice-President, Mr. Charles D. Reynolds ; 

Secretary, Mr. Alfred Wilson ; 

together with executive and standing committees as 
provided for in the by-laws and fully recorded in the 
record book of the society. In these preliminary meet- 
ings good spirit and earnest purpose were manifested, 
and evident appreciation of the chapel opportunity 
was shown. 



Annual Meeting, October 1890. 

The first annual meeting of the society was held 
the first Friday evening in October, 1890, and a report 
of its proceedings given to the trustees through the 
secretary, and after slight modifications according to 
the trustees' suggestions was formally adopted at the 
adjourned annual meeting, October 17th. 

This is the substance of that report: ist. The 
committee on nominations suggested the following list 
of names for officers and committees for the ensuing 
year, and they having been passed upon favorably by 
the society, and referred to the trustees for their ap- 
proval, and being approved by them, were elected 
unanimously at the adjourned annual meeting: 

President — Anna Garlin Spencer. 
Vice-President — Charles D. Reynolds. 
Secretary — ^Alfred Wilson. 
Treasurer — Charles Mulchahey. 



36 HISTORY OF BELL STREET CHAPEU 

DIRECTORS. 

Mrs. M. A. Achom, Mrs. M. M. Inman, Mr. George 
E. Whitehead, Mrs. Celia Hopkins and Mr. C. B. 
Prior. 

COMMITTTEE ON MEMBERSHIP. 

The president, vice president, secretary, and Mrs. 
J. H. Forrester and Mr. G. E. Whitehead. 

COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY SERVICES. 

Mr. C. D. Reynolds, Mr. E. C. Pierce, Mrs. A. M. 
Arnold, Mrs. D. C. Crane and Miss M. J. Tilton. 

COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 

Mr. Alfred Wilson, Mr. A. Rigg, Mr. C. Day, Mrs. 
S. A. Coman, Mrs. C. D. Reynolds, and Mr. W. Rem- 
ington. 

COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL MEETINGS. 

Mrs. J. H. Forrester, Mrs. C. D. Reynolds, Mrs. O. 
C. Devereaux, Mrs. Charles Jackson, Mrs. E. C. 
Pierce and Mrs. Church. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 

Mr. Charles Mulchahey, Chairman ; Mr. George D. 
Paine, Mr. George Lewis, Mr. H. E. Croswell, Mr. 
E. E. Drake and Mr. Church. 

COMMITTEE ON PRACTICAL WORK. 

Mrs. M. A. Achom, Mrs. James Tillinghast, Mr. 
Mulchahey, Dr. Johnson, Miss Loraine Bucklin and 
Mr. George Hanny. 
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At this meeting there was discussicm regarding' the 
future settlement of a resident minister, and the so- 
ciety expressed the wish that Mrs. Spencer should 
assume that relation to them, provided that the entire 
concurrence of the trustees could be secured ; and it was 
decided to seek an expression of desire in this matter 
from the congregation also. The wish was also ex- 
pressed that some service of installation might be held 
as soon as was proper, in order that the society might 
have their relation with Mrs. Spencer more distinctly 
recognized, and in order that she might legally per- 
form marriages and have all the powers of her office. 

The committee on practical work in a report en- 
dorsed by the society, announced the opening of a 
"Mutual Benefit Bureau" to aid people needing work 
and those needing employes to find each other. Also 
this committee suggested as desirable the formation 
of classes for instruction in such branches as sewing, 
drawing, elementary industrial training, music or 
common English branches — whatever might prove 
most needed or practicable. Also this committee sug- 
gested holding some entertainments of an instructive 
kind, especially for the benefit of workers in the shops 
and mills near the chapel. 

The committee on social meetings, and the society 
generally, decided in favor of having a "tea, supper 
or basket lunch" on the occasions of the monthly so- 
cial meetings, and also of having some entertainment 
at each one to add to their interest. 

It was decided also to hold monthly discussion meet- 
ings to which the advocates of special social and 
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political reforms should be invited to come and present 
their views. And at the suggestion of the trustees 
Mrs. Spencer was requested to preside at all these 
meetings and assist in the arrangements for them. 

It was also decided to meet as often as proved prac- 
ticable for some literary study or reading of some 
author. 

The full membership of the society reported at its 
first annual meeting was as follows: — 

NAMES OF ORIGINAL MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY. 

As several persons who had signed the preliminary 
statement expressing desire to join the society when 
formed were not able to be present at the first meet- 
ings for organization, it was decided to give further 
time for securing their signatures, and to call all those 
"charter members" whose names were placed on the 
roll on or before the first annual meeting, held Octo- 
ber 3d, 1890, as follows : — 

Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Achorn. 

Mrs. K. B. Aldrich. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Bowie. 

Mr. Edward W. Baker. 

Miss Loraine Bucklin. 

Mrs. Susan A. Coman. 

Mr. and Mrs. O. C. Cressy. 

Mrs. Delia Crane. 

Mr. Percy D. Crane. 

Mr. E. E. Drake. 

Mr. Charles W. Day. 
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Dr. Clarence B. Davis. 
Mrs. J. H. Forrester. 
Mr. Jesse E. Fox. 
Mrs. M. J. Gale. 
Mrs. N. M. C. Garlin. 
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Hanny. 
Mrs. Celia Hopkins. 
Mrs. M. M. Inman. 
Dr. Charles B. Johnson. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah Knight. 
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Luther. 
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Lewis. 
Mr. George A. Mattoon. 
Mr. Charles Mulchahey. 
Mrs. William Meade. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Prior. 
Mr. William R. Remington. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Reynolds. 
Anna Garlin Spencer. 
' Mrs. Agnes W. Smith. 
Miss M. J. Tilton. 

Mr. and Mrs. George E. Whitehead. 
Mr. Alfred Wilson. 
Total, forty-four. 
(See pages 27 and 35.) 

Early in the year 1890 the trustees asked Mrs. 
Spencer to serve the chapel movement another year 
and she accepted the task and entered upon her 
third year's work for the trust, May ist, 1890. 
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Confirmatory Decree of the Supreme Court 

OF Rhode island. 

Suit in Equity No. 2887, Issued July 26th^ 1890.* 

This cause came on to be heard by the full court 
and was argued by counsel. 

And thereupon upon consideration thereof (the 
parties hereto consenting to the following decree) it is 
declared that the devise of the Bell Street Chapel 
and land connected therewith, and the bequest of 
furniture and other articles, and of the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars as an endowment fund to 
Barton A. Ballou, Sarah J. Eddy and Amy E. Harris, 
as trustees under said will of James Eddy, are devises 
and gifts for the promotion and advancement of 
religion and morality and are good and valid as devises 
and bequests to charitable uses, and that the trusts in 
said will expressed and declared concerning the same 
shall be carried into effect. 

And it is further declared that the form of wor- 
ship contemplated by the testator was monotheis- 
tic and not trinitheistic or trinitarian in doctrine, 
but the specific form and manner of such worship 
shall be determined from time to time by the 
board of trustees. 

And it is further ordered, adjudged and de- 
creed that the income arising from said endowment 
fund shall be applied, first to the payment of the 
expenses of keeping said estate in good repair and 



♦For account of preliminary action by the trustees relative 
to this decree, see pages 4 and 5. 
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of warming and lighting said chapel, and of other 
like incidental expenses and to the payment of the 
expenses necessary for holding services in said 
chapel, including therein the expenses incident to 
preaching and devotional services and to the main- 
tenance of a Sunday school and to other like ex- 
penses, and to the payment of the expenses required 
for the revision and publication and distribution 
from time to time of the writings of the testator. 

And it is further ordered, adjudged and decreed 
that the surplus funds may be applied from time to 
time by the board of trustees in their discretion 
for the purpose of general dissemination of moral 
and religious thought, and also for the purposes of 
instruction, moral, intellectual, artistic and indus- 
trial, by means of lectures, publications, schools, 
libraries, reading rooms or other like methods. 

And it is further ordered, adjudged and decreed 
that the number of trustees under said will of said 
Eddy for the execution of the trusts and powers 
mentioned in said will and in this decree may from 
time to time be varied, but so that there shall not be 
more than five nor less than three trustees at any one 
time, and that it shall be lawful for the said three 
original trustees, or any two of them, to appoint addi- 
tional trustees to make up the full number of the board. 

And it is further ordered, adjudged and decreed 
that if the said trustees appointed by said will, or 
any of them, or any trustee or trustees appointed 
as hereinbefore or hereinafter mentioned, shall die, 
resign, desire to be discharged or refuse or become; 
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incapable to act, then and so often as the same shall 
happen, it shall be lawful for the said three original 
trustees, and after the decease of any of them, for the 
two surviving trustees, to nominate and appoint a new 
trustee or trustees in the place of the trustee or trus- 
tees so dying, resigning, desiring to be discharged or 
becoming incapable to act. 

And it is further ordered and declared that when 
and so often as any new trustee or trustees shall be 
nominated and appointed, all the trust premises 
which shall then be vested in the trustee or trus- 
tees for the time being shall, at the cost of the in- 
come of the trust estate be conveyed and transferred 
so and in such manner as that the said premises shall 
and may be or become vested in such new trustee or 
trustees jointly with the then surviving or continuing 
trustees or trustee, or in such new trustee solely as 
the case may require. 

And it is further ordered, adjudged and decreed 
that from and after the decease of two of the said 
original trustees all new trustees under said will 
shall be appointed by this Supreme Court, and it 
shall be lawful for the acting trustees or trustee for 
the time being, whenever any such appomtment may 
be required or advisable, to make application to this 
Court therefor. 

And it is further declared that the said board of 
trustees shall have liberty to apply to the Court 
from time to time, as they may be advised. 

And it is further declared that the complainants 
shall be entitled to the payment of the taxed cost 
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and expenses of this suit out of the trust estate or 
the income thereof, including counsel fees, to be 
allowed by one of the justices of this Court. 

We hereby assent to and request the entry of this 
decree. 



Signed by the trustees, 



Barton A. Ballou, 
Sarah J. Eddy, 
Amy Eddy Harris. 



And also by 



Edward M. Harris, 

Husband of Amy Eddy Harris. 



Under this decree, October 5th, 1891, the board of 
trustees was enlarged by the choice of Rev. William 
J. Potter, of New Bedford, Mass., as president, and of 
Mr. Henry R. Chace, as secretary and treasurer. The 
original trustees were constituted a finance committee, 
and by-laws were adopted by the board which included 
provisions for regular meetings and a definite form of 
co-operative action with any society which should at 
any time receive the benefits of the trust. 
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ACT OF Incorporation of the Religious Society 

OF Bell Street Chapel. 

At a meeting held March i6th, 1891, it was voted to 
appeal to the General Assembly of Rhode Island for 
the incorporation of the society, and Hon. Edwin C. 
Pierce prepared and presented the appeal, and secured 
the passage of the Act at the ''JaLtiusiry Session" of that 
body then sitting. The following persons were named 
in the Act as corporators : — 

Anna Garlin Spencer, M. A. Achom, Susan A. 
Coman, Charles D. Reynolds, Charles B. Johnson, 
Charles Mulchahey, James B. Bowie, James E. Luther, 
Alfred Wilson, George E. Whitehead. 

The Act constituted the society a corporation "for 
religious and educational purposes, with power to hold 
and convey property to an amount not exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars." 

At a meeting held May ist, 1891, the society received 
the formal report of the passage of this Act and passed 
the following resolutions: — 

"First, resolved that the act of incorporation of the 
Religious Society of Bell Street Chapel, passed at the 
January Session (1891) of the General Assembly of 
the State of Rhode Island, be, and the same hereby is, 
accepted; and the corporation is hereby organized 
thereunder. 

"Second, resolved, that all the members of the Reli- 
gious Society of Bell Street Chapel as heretofore exist- 
ing be, and they hereby are elected members of the 
corporation. 
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"Third, resolved, that the constitution and by-laws 
and all votes of the aforesaid society are hereby de- 
clared in full force in the society as now organized 
under its charter. 

"Fourth, resolved, that the officers and committees 
of the aforesaid society as heretofore elected or con- 
stituted continue in office in the society under the char- 
ter, subject to the provisions of the constitution and 
by-laws." 

Season of 1890-91. 

The arrangements for the public services of the 
season of 1890-91, were made upon the same plan as 
those for the previous winter, the intention being to 
secure both distinctiveness of expression of the special 
ideas for which the chapel stood and expression of the 
fraternal spirit toward other religious movements of 
the time. As the society was now organized and 
showing a hearty interest in the work, the request was 
made by the trustees that the executive committee 
of the society suggest the names of speakers to whom 
they would like to listen before the final arrangements 
were made for the special series of discourses by 
speakers from abroad. The result of all the confer- 
ences was the following program for the year ending 

the last Sunday in June, 1891 : 

1890. 
Sept. 7th. Reading of William C Gannett's "Blessed be 

drudgery," by Mrs. Spencer. 

Sept. 14th. Unrecognized heroism, Mrs. Spencer. 

Sept. 21 St. The manly man and the womanly woman, 

Mrs. Spencer. 
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Sept. 28th. The twain made one, Mrs. Spencer. 

Oct. 5th. The great cloud of witnesses, Edwin D. 

Mead, superintendent of the "Old South Work" 
and editor of the New England Magazine. 

Oct. I2th. This world a temple. Rev. Charles G. Ames, 

Unitarian minister. Boston, Mass. 

Oct. 19th. The religious life, Mrs. Spencer. 

Oct. 26th. The ministry in the old time and the new, 

Mrs. Spencer. 

Nov. 2d. Breaking down partition walls, Mrs. Spencer. 

Nov. 9th. The fall of man, Rev. W. H. Spencer, hus- 
band of Mrs. Spencer, and settled over Uni- 
tarian Parish in Massachusetts. 

Nov. i6th. Two tendencies of physical science: toward 

kindness and toward cruelty, Mrs. Spencer. 

Nov. 23d. New England's first Thanksgiving, Mrs. Spencer. 

Nov. 30th. The social ideal, Mrs. Spencer. 



(The Special Series, of which the above was the opening 
discourse, was especially announced as follows, was adver- 
tised in the daily papers, and was attended by crowded 
houses) : — 

You and your friends are cordially invited to attend 
a series of 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON MEETINGS 

AT BELL STREET CHAPEL^ 

The object of which is to draw attention to some evils 
of our social condition ; to outline their causes ; to sug* 
gest measures for future prevention ; and especially to 
present for consideration, and as our immediate duty, 
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lines of action which skilled philanthropists have found 

to be 

WISE WAYS OF HELPING. 

After an introductory sermon by Mrs. Anna Garlin 
Spencer, November 29th, upcm "The Social Ideal," the 
Series will be as follows : 

Dec 7th. Scientific Charity, Rev. E. B. Andrews, Presi- 
dent of Brown University. 

Dec 14th. The care of criminal and morally defective 

classes, Rev. S. J. Barrows, editor Christian 
Register, Boston. 

Dec. 21 St. The workingman and his needs, Mr. Percival 

Chubb, London, Eng. 

Dec 28th. The Method of Jesus; or, the heart of true 

helping (Christmas service and sermon), Mrs. 
Spencer. 

1891. 
Jan. 4th. The workingwoman and her needs, Mrs. 

Helen Campbell. (Author of "Prisoners of 
Poverty," and lecturer upon "Woman and 
Economics," at Smith, Wellesley, Meadville and 
other colleges.) 

Jan. nth. Emigration: both ways. Rev. E. E. Hale, Boston. 

Jan. i8th. The care of dependent children, Mrs. Fanny 

B. Ames, Boston. 

Jan. 25th. Intemperance: in its relation to other social ills, 

Mrs. Spencer. 

Feb. 1st The Home life and the Friendly Visitor, Miss 

Zilpha D. Smith, Registrar of Associated Chari- 
ties, Boston, Mass. 

Feb. 8th. Education : the test and end of all social reforms, 

Mrs. Spencer. 

END OF SPECIAL SERIES. 
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Feb. isth. True Faith, Rev. W. H. Spencer. 

Feb. 22d. Education, Edwin D. Mead. 

Mch. 1st. Our Chapel Work, Mrs. Spencer. 

Mch. 8th. Religious significance of the Woman's G>uncil 

at Washington, Mrs. Spencer. 

Mch. isth. The Song in the Night, Mrs. Spencer. 

Mch. 22d. The Transfiguration, Prof. Thomas Davidson, 

Lecturer upon literary and ethical subjects. 
President of the Dante Society, and Dean of a 
Summer School. 

Mch. 29th. The Risen Christ (Easter Sunday), Mrs. 

Spencer. 

April sth. The Holy Spirit, Rev. Frederick A. Hinckley. 

April I2th. The missionary spirit in education, Mrs. S'pencer. 

April 19th. Why we worship; or, rational grounds fdr 

religious services, Rev. Wm. J. Potter, New 
Bedford, Mass. 

On this Sunday occurred the formal ordination and 
installation of Mrs. Spencer, the services of which (with the 
preliminary action which led to them) were as follows : 



ACTION Which Preceded the Ordination and 

INSTALLATION OF MRS. SPENCER. 

The society and congregation of Bell Street Chapel 
having expressed a desire to have Mrs. Spencer settled 
as the resident minister, the executive committee of 
the society conferred with the trustees who gave their 
cordial assent to the extension by the society of a 
formal call to Mrs. Spencer. Accordingly that call 
was given by a unanimous vote of the society March 
i6th, 1891, and was by her accepted in due form. And 
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« 

although the trustees still retained control of the 
chapel movement, it was mutually agreed and decided 
after this vote of the society that in respect to the 
choice and formal installation of its minister the 
society should and does now attain its full measure of 
independence. And hence it was voted that Mrs. Spen- 
cer be officially installed and ordained by the Religious 
Society of Bell Street Chapel according to its own 
form and usage on Sunday afternoon, April 19th, 1891. 



ORDER OF SERVICES OF ORDINATION 

AND INSTALLATION OF 

MRS. ANNA GARLIN SPENCER, 
Bell Street Chapel, Providence, R. I., April 19, 1891, 3 p. m. 

MUSIC : 
"O, be Joyful in the Lord I" 

Opening Sentences from Order of Service "Our Church Life," 

Read by Dr. C B. Johnson. 

Hymn "Holy, Holy, Holy" by choir and congregation. 

Selected Reading, Rev. William H. Spencer. 

MUSIC : 
"How Lovely are the Messengers." St, Paul, 

Reading of the Bond of Union of the Religious Society of Bell 
Street Chapel, Mr. Charles Mulchahey, Treasurer. 

Reading from the records of the society, 

Mr. Alfred Wilson, Secretary. 

Greeting from the trustees of the chapel fund under the will 
of James Eddy, Mr. Barton A. Ballou. 
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Address of Ordination and Installation: in behalf of the 
society, Mr. Charles D. Reynolds, Vice-President. 

Welcome from the Ministry. 

Rev. Charles Gordon Ames, Boston. 

MUSIC : 
*1 Go On My Way in the Strength of the Lord." Elijah. 

Invocation, Rev. William H. Spencer, 

"In Heavenly Love Abiding." Holden. 

Responsive Service, (Page 4 of the Order of Service) 

led by Mrs. Spencer. 

Discourse by Rev. William J. Potter, of New Bedford, Mass. 
Why We Worship; or, rational grounds for religious 
services. 

Hymn, "Nearer, My God, to Thee," Choir and Congregation 

Benediction, Mrs. Spencer. 

WORDS OF WELCOME IN BEHALF OF TRUSTEES. 

By Barton A. Ballou. 

Friends: — It is with great pleasure that I speak a 
word of greeting at this time, in behalf of the trustees, 
to express their full sympathy with, and cordial appre- 
ciation of, the action which this society is about to 
take in ordaining and installing Mrs. Spencer as their 
resident minister. Mrs. Spencer, as we all know, 
while in full sympathy with the most radical thought, 
and adopting the latest scientific methods in philan- 
thropic work, still holds firmly to all that is permanent 
in the old systems of religion through which, in the 
past, man has endeavored to express his religious na- 
ture. Her earnest word will stimulate all that is highest 
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and best in us, and we believe that under her ministry 
the work here will prosper and become, what its 
founder so earnestly desired, a vital help to the people 
of this community, while extending out into the world 
a power for good. 

ADDRESS OF ORDINATION AND WELCOME. 

In Behau of the Society of Bell Street Chapel, by 
Charles D. Reynolds, Vice-President. 

Mrs. Anna Garlin Spencer: — I am instructed by the 
Religious Society of Bell Street Chapel officially 
to recognize you as our resident minister; and we 
therefore ordain and install you as such, in accordance 
with the principles and usages of our religious fellow- 
ship. 

In token of your unity with us, and of our cordial 
welcome to you to our pulpit, our homes, and our 
hearts, I now give you the right hand of our fellow- 
ship, and, in the presence of these visiting friends and 
the members of this society, declare that Anna Garlin 
Spencer is our ordained minister. 

LETTER OF WELCOME TO THE MINISTRY. 
From Rev. Charles Gordon Ames, Boston, Mass. 

My Dear Friend and Sister, Anna Garlin Spencer: — 
A tender gladness comes over me as I learn from 
yourself that the company of workers and worshipers 
at Bell Street Chapel, who have already accepted 
you as their minister, have also seen and felt the suita- 
bleness of giving to that fact a public recognition. To 
my mind this is simply "the outward sign of an inward 



i 
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grace", like the formal taking of each other at a wed- 
ding, or like the clasp of hands when friends come 
together. But the actions that are natural, simple and 
suitable, are for that very reason significant and sacred. 
Both in freely choosing and publicly ordaining and 
installing their own minister your people are following 
many honorable precedents, not only among our New 
England Congregationalists and the English Inde- 
pendents, but I think also among the unspoiled Chris- 
tian assemblies of 1800 years ago, who were exhorted 
to "appoint themselves bishops and deacons worthy 
of the Lord", which seems to mean that they selected 
their own ministers and official representatives. It is 
a family affair and can well be managed within the 
household. If others are invited to share such joyous 
and solemn ceremonials they come as friendly guests ; 
whose moral sanction indeed means much, because 
no congregation ought to be unrelated to others which 
exist for the same ends ; and also because the approved 
minister of one congregation is pretty sure to be a 
giver and receiver of many tokens of fellowship and 
of service from other ministers and other people. The 
more of this the better for us all. In sending you this 
brotherly signal at this high moment of your life, I am 
really doing, in fact and in spirit, what you well know 
I am always doing : I am extending to you the right 
hand of fellowship in that ministry which aims to build 
up the Divine in the Human. To me, whatever may 
be the formal names, or the want of names and forms, 
it is all one thing with the work of Jesus and with all 
that deserves the name of Christianity. You know 
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and share, I am sure, my ardent desire to discover and 
enlarge the deep spiritual affinities and agreements 
which are hidden by the surface differences of honest 
people. 

I watch therefore for every opportunity to exchange 
signals of good will and good understanding — ^trusting 
in the end to reach also the practical methods of -co- 
operation. Something at least will be done to promote 
the true order if we can counteract the poison of sus- 
picion and the pettiness and narrow conceit which 
invade every sect or set, so long as they underrate the 
excellences of others and overrate their own. I hail 
you, therefore, as a minister of honorable reconciliation 
— as a minister of that higher Liberalism which can 
be just to the unjust, and inclusive toward the exclu- 
sive — that ministry which trusts wholly to Light as 
the conqueror of darkness, and to Good as the remedy 
for Evil, and to Love as Lord of All. 

Your best work is to come ; and if there has gathered 
around you a band of men and women whose hearts 
God has touched, the strength that comes to you from 
union with them will make it easier to believe in the 
gain we may all receive from accepting still larger 
and wider relations with earth and heaven. And so 
my heart prays and sings with yours, and I trust to 
remain, 

Your fellow-servant in the work of Faithfuhiess 
and Love, 

Charles Gordon Ames. 
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ORDINATION SERMON. 

Rev. William J. Potter, Minister of the First Con- 
gregational Church, of New Bedford, Massachusetts, 
and President of the Free Religious Association of 
America, then preached a sermon upon "Why We 
Worship; or rational grounds for Religious Ser- 
vices". The following is a brief abstract of the dis- 
course : — 

Friends and Members of the Bell Street Chapel — It 
is with a special and pleasant alacrity that I respond to 
your call to share in the services by which you to-day 
induct into the ancient and universal guild of the 
public ministers of religion the "elect lady" who from 
the first has guided your thought and work here, and 
who by natural gifts of intellect and heart, by speech 
and by pen and by manifold ministrations in the ser- 
vice of humanity has already and abundantly proved 
her high call to the office. As I recall that noble- 
minded and noble-hearted man whose liberality 
founded this Chapel, I feel that he would look upon 
these services with the most benignant approval. 

It has been said to me that this is the first ordination 
of a woman to the ministry to occur in this State, but 
the Commonwealth which gave a hospitable refuge 
to the first woman preacher of New England, Anne 
Hutchinson, when she was driven from Massachusetts, 
should not be behind in that progress which recognizes 
that the "Soul Liberty" which Roger Williams 
preached had no distinction of sex. 

In inviting your attention to the topic of the true 
and rational church-life I would draw your thoughts 
to the permanent Realities in Religion. 
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Deity dwells not more in a church or a chapel than 
in other homes. Genuine worship depends not upon 
place or time or form of speech or architectural struc- 
ture. The universe is God's temple. In Nature He 
both hides and reveals Himself. The human heart is 
His inner and divinest temple. Whenever a human 
soul is uplifted to see and to strive for a higher good^ 
there is worship and there is God. And the soul that 
in any spot, by any means, thus finds Him becomes 
God's most beautiful temple. 

Without this loving consecration of the human soul 
to the service of truth and goodness no verbal form 
can make any structure sacred. Yet there is great 
usefulness in having a fixed time and place for special 
religious ceremonies. I believe in the Church as an 
institution which human society still needs for its high- 
est good. I believe therefore in the Church as having 
its origin in vital human sentiments and ideas, as an 
institution which, though often malformed through 
error and human weakness, is still capable of constant 
growth and purification. A powerful influence on the 
upper side of life is needed in this age to counteract 
the tendencies to material ideals and enterprises. We 
need the Church rationally organized, and open to ad- 
vancing truth, because it is the great friend and aider 
of those who would live in the spirit, and for the high- 
est uses of our existence. 

We need the Church, also, because it expresses as 
nothing else does man's sense of relationship to that 
Supreme Power which science calls the Eternal En- 
ergy, which religion has called the Most High, but 
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which transcends all our names. It is from our duty 
to serve this Highest Law and Spirit in the universe 
that our duties to man are derived. This Infinite En- 
ergy is a living and vital Power, and well may we say 
with one of old "My heart and my flesh cry out for 
the living God". Among all the institutions of man 
shall not one remain to forever attempt to express this 
most august and mysterious, yet real and vital, rela- 
tionship between the soul of man and the Father of 
Spirits ? 

Then followed this 

Announcement: 

On Sunday afternoon, April 26th, at Bell Street 
Chapel, Mrs. Anna Garlin Spencer will begin a special 
series of discourses upon the truths and errors of 
popular creeds; aiming to give a critical yet sympa- 
thetic treatment of the doctrinal bases of orthodox 
Christianity from a rational and reverent point of view. 

A list of dates and special topics of this series and 
of those discourses which will follow to the period 
of the summer vacation, (through July and August, 
when the regular Sunday Services will be intermitted,) 
is hereby appended. All are cordially invited to attend. 
Hour of Sunday Service 3 p. m. Seats Free. 

Mrs. Spencer takes this opportunity to beg that 
those who attend the Chapel quite regularly, or who 
think they may like to do so, will write their names 
and places of residence in the book placed for that 
purpose on a table in the vestibule ; not as a pledge of 
any kind, but to enable Mrs. Spencer and other mem- 
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bers of the society to gain a better acquaintance with 
them. 

April 26th. What is the Bible? 

May 3rd. Total Depravity: or, the Problem of Evil. 

" loth. The Incarnation. 

" 17th. The Atonement. 

" 24th. Salvation: what is it? 

" 31st. The Punishment of Sin: here and hereafter. 

June 7lh. Thcologiail Drift. Rev. AV. H. Spencer 

" I4lh. The Power of the Gospel. 

Mrs. Julia Ward Howe 

" 21 St. The Indwelling God. Mrs. Spencer 

" 28th. Parting Words. Mrs. Spencer 

Regular Sunday afternoon services will reopen 
September 6th, 1891. 

The above program was fully carried out. Siun- 
mary for. the year, 43 Discourses. By Mrs. Spencer, 
26; by exchanges with Mrs. Spencer, 4; by Speakers 
from abroad, 13. 



Society Meetings for Season of 1890-91. 

The society and congregation held monthly social 
meetings from November to April inclusive, on the 
first Friday evening of each month. These were well 
attended and marked by great cordiality and friendli- 
ness, many persons being present to whom the oppor- 
tunity seemed a welcome one. Refreshments were 
served at all these meetings, and during the winter 
the society purchased permanent equipment for these 
suppers. One of the furnace rooms at the rear of the 
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chapel which had been emptied by the introduction 
of the new steam-heating apparatus, was fitted up as 
a kitchen; and the ladies of the society and congre- 
gation served as hostesses on all social occasions. 

In December, January, February, March and April 
discussion meetings were held on the third Friday 
evening of each month. The subjects debated were 
Tariff and Free Trade, by Messrs. E. C. Pierce and 
Robert Grieve ; Nationalism, by Mrs. BoUes ; The 
Single-Tax, by Dr. L. F. C. Garvin and Dr. William 
Barker; Woman Suffrage, by Miss E. U. Yates; Pro- 
hibition, License and No-License, by Rev. J. H. Larry, 
Mr. J. F. Smith and Mr. E. C. Pierce. Two adjourned 
meetings were also held for continuation of these dis- 
cussions. The attendance and interest were good, and 
the spirit shown was excellent — courteous, frank and 
earnest. 

Four literary meetings were held ; two for the read- 
ing of Shakespeare and two devoted to other poets. 
Dr. Johnson gave two valuable lectures upon astro- 
nomical subjects. Also, a pleasant garden party was 
held on the anniversary of the formation of the society 
in the Eddy grounds. 

Beside the regular quarterly business meetings of 
the society, two additional business meetings were 
held to perfect plans for a system of voluntary con- 
tribution by the society and congregation, the appeal 
and the cards for pledges which were issued being as 
follows : 
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To THE Religious Society and Congregation 

OF Bell Street Chapel. 

Dear Friends: — 

The bequest of James Eddy provides us with an 
attractive house of worship and meeting, with the 
entire service of one person as leader and the occa- 
sional help of others, with music and orders of ser- 
vice and other means of improvement and pleasure, 
which are entirely free to all who choose to avail them- 
selves of the privilege. 

The perfect freedom of this opportunity will never 
be abridged while the chapel movement continues, nor 
the care relaxed which aims constantly to make that 
movement hospitable as truly as elevating and helpful. 

The society, and interested members of the congre- 
gation outside of the society, desire, however, to use 
this centre of liberal thought and progressive moral 
culture for ends of more intimate social communion 
and more varied educational effort than those now 
provided by the trust. These friends of our move- 
ment wish that the monthly social meetings of the 
society and congregation be opened with a supper, 
as an aid to the home-feeling desired at such gather- 
ings. They also wish to avail themselves of home- 
talent and possibly of hired teachers and performers 
in a series of free entertainments, elevating yet 
popular, for those whose opportunities in such direc- 
tions are limited. A sewing school is one of several 
ways of helping already recommended as desirable 
to adopt, by the committee on practical work. 
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These and all other suggested lines of work require 
the expenditure of some money. 

All that has been expended for society uses thus 
far has been contributed by a few persons wholly un- 
solicited. But it is felt by many that a regular and 
recognized channel for the contributions of all who 
are disposed and able to give even a very little for 
the chapel work, — one so arranged as to bind no one 
to give anything, and yet so as to treasure to its full- 
est value the least as well as the largest gift ; and one, 
moreover, which would result in a monthly revenue 
which, however small, could be a basis for future plans 
because pledged beforehand for the financial year, 
would be a good plan for us to adopt. 

And this not onlv because the time has come when 
we see work ahead which might be wisely and help- 
fully done if we had some money of our own, but also 
because the habit of planned-for and regular giving 
is essential to the best efficiency and the permanent 
interest of any organization. The spirit that seeks to 
share is as important as that which appreciates a gen- 
erous gift; and quite as much needed, spiritually, in 
the church with a rich endowment as in one that is 
poor and struggling. And considering that the chapel 
stands pre-eminently for the human brotherhood as 
well as the divine Fatherhood, its endowment should 
make all who care for its truest success the more eager 
to do for others what Mr. Eddy's gift makes it un- 
necessary for us to do for ourselves. The spirit of 
giving is not shown only or principally, it is true, in 
financial ways ; it is expressed still more fully by gen- 
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erous personal service and that outgoing hospitality 
which seeks to draw others within the circle of benefit 
which the chapel represents, and our regular attend- 
ants have already manifested much heartiness in this 
costly giving of self which is the truest foundation for 
any movement. Yet even this personal service waits 
for its greatest efficiency in some directions for a 
moderate money basis for our plans of work. 

We therefore, in the name of the society, and with 
the approval of the trustees of the chapel fund, issue 
the enclosed cards, and ask each one who wishes to 
give regularly any sum, however small, to the objects 
named, to indicate his or her purpose on said card and 
affix name and residence and drop in the vestibule 
boxes marked "For Society Uses" as soon as conve- 
nient. The name and amount of contribution will be 
known only to the executive committee of the society 
and will in no case be made public. 

We would add that there is no compulsion in this 
matter, legal or moral. All that is intended in this 
plan of subscription is to offer a practical method of 
voluntary but regular contributions toward the chapel 
work. 

Charles Mulchahey. 

Treasurer. 
For the Finance Committee. 
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• • MONTHLY OFFERINGS • 



fo.io 

.15 

.20 

.25 

.30 

.50 

1.00 

2.00 

3.00 

5.00 



Please mark with an X in the column on 
the left, the sum you are willing to pledge 
as a monthly contribution for chapel-work. 

Write your name and residence at the 
bottom of this card, and deposit the same 
in a vestibule-box marked "For Society 
Uses" as soon as convenient. 

A package of envelopes will then be fur- 
nished you (one for each month). 

The first Sunday in each month enclose 
the amount of your offering in the envelope 
which bears that date, and place it sealed in 
the box. 

In case of absence enclose the whole 
amount due with the next offering that is 
made. * 

This pledge being purely voluntary may 
be recalled at any time by enclosing with 
your last offering a card stating your desire 
to discontinue. 



Name, 



Residence, 
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Responses to this appeal were prompt and cordial, 
and 32 persons soon became regular contributors to 
the chapel work by means of the pledge cards, while 
several more announced their preference to drop their 
contributions in the boxes and their intention of doing 
so.* 

Before the dose of the season of '90-91 steps were 
taken to start a drawing school in the chapel vestry 
in October following, a provisional committee being 
appointed, the cordial assent to the plan received from 
the trustees, and the society interest pledged. 



THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

(Appropriate extracts from James Eddy's writings were 
read at the opening of the Sunday school.) 

During the first winter, January 26th, 1890, an op- 
portunity was given those who desired to form a class 
for Sunday school study. A number of adults availed 
themselves of the invitation and the class was held at 
two o'clock and led by Mrs. Spencer. The attendance 
during the first two seasons in this adult class varied 
from thirteen to forty-five. Later in the first year 
several small children were brought by their parents 
and a kindergartner, Miss Chase, was engaged at a 
small salary to teach them. Later still, a few older 
children came and a third class was formed, volunteer 

♦(Previous to this action on the part of the Society, four 
boxes were placed in the Chapel vestibule (at the request of 
many persons) for the reception of contributions. Two of 
the.se were marked "For Society Uses" and two "For Human- 
itarian Work.") 
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helpers from the congregation taking it in charge. In 
the winter of 1891-92 the school was more fully or- 
ganized, with Mrs. Anna M. Arnold and Miss Maria 
Rhodes assisting in the teaching and Miss Eva Jenkins 
serving as kindergartner. At the request of the trus- 
tees Mrs. Spencer acted as superintendent and had 
personal oversight of the work done in the school dur- 
ing the initial period ; and she has retained that position 
during her entire service as leader of the chapel move- 
ment. With the exception of a portion of two seasons 
she has taught an adult class in addition to superin- 
tending the general work; and during two seasons, 
when a scarcity of teachers made it seem necessary, 
she taught two classes, one at two o'clock and one at 
four-thirty. She compiled the following "Order of 
Service" which was printed at the expense of the 
trust during the winter of 1890: 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SERVICE. 

SONG. 

Supt Truthful Spirit, dwell with me : I myself would truth- 
ful be. 
And with wisdom kind and clear let Thy life in mine 

appear. 
And with actions brotherly speak in all sincerity. 

Tender Spirit, dwell with me: I myself would tender 

be, 
And with words that help and heal would Thy life 

in mine reveal. 
Quick to feel and strong to bless with the strength 

of tenderness. 
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Holy Spirit dwell with me : I myself would holy be ; 
Separate from sin I would choose and cherish all 

things good, 
And whatever I can be give to Him who gives to me. 

SONG. 

School, Heavenly Father, lead us on 
In the way of truth begun : 
Let the light of love divine 
All along our pathway shine. 
Heavenly Father, lead us on 
By the way of duty done : 
Day by day, and hour by hour, 
Onward, upward, evermore. Atnen. 

SONG. 

REMARKS, OR GENERAL LESSON. 

SONG. 

All repeat. Think truly, and thy thought 

Shall the world's famine feed: 
Speak truly, and thy word 
Shall be a faithful seed: 
Live truly, and thy life shall be 
A great and noble creed. 

Singing Books called the "Sunny Side" were pur- 
chased and also copies of "Unity Shorter Services for 
Sunday Schools", published by the Western Unitarian 
Sunday School Society, which with the following addi- 
tional invocations and a "Sunday School Pledge", 
written by Mrs. Spencer, were used in devotional ex- 
ercises : 

O Spirit of perfect wisdom and love, 

May Thy presence be felt today in all our souls. 
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May the eyes of our minds be open to behold Thy truth ; 
May we be filled with noble and kind affections ; 
May our whole life be a thank-offering to Thee, 
And our daily conduct be to Thee as praise I 

Our Father, every day more dear. 
It seems to live with Thee so near : 
Thou carest for even the smallest star, 
And safe within Thy heart we are. 
If left alone on earth are we. 
We are not orphans, — we have Thee. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PLEDGE. 

/ ziiHll Try to Be: — * 

Pure in thought and word and deed ; 
Kind in action, speech and wish; 
Just to every living thing; 
{ Useful every hour I live. 

/ will Try to Be: — 
Strong to rule my life within 
By the law that conscience shows, 
Conquering every lure to sin 
By my soul's high pledge to good. 

/ will Try to Be: — 
Always loyal to the right. 
Always reverent toward the truth. 
Always working with my might 
At the duty set for me. 

/ will Try to Be: — 
Quick to see the sweet and bright 
In all things both near and far. 
That my life may shine with light, — 
i Light of faith and hope and love. 
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/ will Try to Be: — 
Calm and brave, though troubles come. 
Patient in all suffering; 
Trustful, ever, more and more. 
Nearer to the One in All. 

From the first season of the Sunday school to the 
current year "Concerts" and Special Services have 
been held for the benefit of the children and youth of 
the congregation. 



THE FIRST CONSECRATION SERVICE. 

In June, 1891, Mr. James Bowie, a member of the 
society, requested Mrs. Spencer to "christen" his baby. 
Mrs. Spencer, feeling that neither her own nor the 
principles of the trust allowed her to use the ordinary 
service of "baptism", suggested a substitute in a "con- 
secration service" which should emphasize merely the 
parent's responsibility toward the child and the beau- 
tiful hope of childhood. Her modification of the or- 
dinary christening being accepted willingly by the 
parents, and receiving the sanction of the trustees, the 
child was presented in the chapel and a simple service 
was held which was deemed by those present a sacred 
linking of our family life with the religion of the 
fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. 



THE MUSIC. 

From the opening of services in the chapel the 
greatest pains was taken to have the musical part of 
these services not only consistent in words and dignity 
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of composition with the purposes of the movement, 
but especially appropriate for each Sunday's particular 
message whenever that could be known beforehand. 
Hence the task of selecting appropriate words and 
music has been always a peculiarly exacting one, much 
of the choir material to be easily found and used being 
quite impossible from the standpoint of a conscientious 
and intelligent fitting of this important part of the 
devotional element to the thought and purpose of the 
movement. Words have been carefully considered 
by the minister and choir director together, and all 
phrases of trinitarian theology, or sensuous expressions 
of religious sentiment, discarded or altered so as to be 
in keeping with the higher adoration of that Spirit 
which must be "worshipped in spirit and in truth". The 
following extract from the report of the resident min- 
ister for the season of 1890-91 shows the immediate 
value of the musical opportunity offered at the chapel : 
"The educational element of the chapel choir has 
already given an opportunity to more than a dozen 
people of having their voices trained, so that several 
have been able to get paying positions elsewhere and 
to cultivate themselves as they would otherwise not 
have been able to do. The chance has been much 
appreciated and used to excellent profit by all the 
singers who have been connected with the choir. These 
singers have given their services generously to va- 
rious charitable and reformatory associations of the 
city, and to make more attractive the social meetings 
at the chapel. Hence the chapel choir has helped 
in the public work, as well as in our own services. 
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Individual singers of the choir have also aided in 
meetings held for charitable and reformatory purposes 
in Boston and other places." 



REPORT OF THE YEAR 1 89 1 -92. 

SUNDAY SERVICES. 
LIST OF TOPICS AND SPEAKERS FOR THE SEASON. 

Sept. 6th. Joy in little things, by Mrs. Spencer. 

" 13th. Nature's Ministries, by Mrs. Spencer. 

" 20th. The Sunday-school, by Mrs. Spencer. 

" 29th. Troubling and Healing Angels. Rev. H. C. 
DeLong, pastor of First Unitarian Church, 
Medford, Mass. 

Oct. 4th. The Practicable Life of Religion To-day. Rev. 

W. J. Potter. 

" nth. The Uses of Wealth, by Mrs. Spencer. 

" i8th. Wanted in Providence. More Public-Houses 

minus the Drink, by Mrs. Spencer. 

" 2Sth. Our criminal and vicious population (Prisoner's 

Sunday), by Mrs. Spencer. 

Nov. I St. Comer-stones of Home, by Mrs. Spencer. 

** 8th. The Parent's Duty, by Mrs. Spencer. 

" isth. Youth's Opportunity, by Mrs. Spencer. 

" 22d. Friends and Friendship, by Mrs. Spencer. 

The first Sunday in December, the anniversary of the dedica- 
tion of the chapel, was chosen as the proper time to open a 
special series of discourses which aimed to make the chapel 
work tell as a movement of public education as well as one of 
intimate church association and helpfulness. 

Accordingly the following circular of invitation was printed 
and widely distributed : 



JO HISTORY OF BELL STREET CHAPEL. 

You and your friends are cordially invited to attend 
a Series of 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON MEETINGS 

AT BELL STREET CHAPEL, 

the aim of which is to present and illustrate some of the 
great epochs of intellectual growth, and also some of 
the most important ethical movements of our civiliza- 
tion, by the biographical portraiture of those 

LEADERS OF THOUGHT AND HEROES OF MORAL REFORM 

who have been their finest embodiment and strongest 
expression. 

Program as Follows: 
1891. 

Dec. 6th. Introductory, Great Leaders and their eras, by 

the resident minister, Anna Gar 1 in Spencer. 

(This Sunday being the anniversary of the 
dedication of the chapel, the Covenant service 
of the society will be used and a brief explana- 
tion of its purposes and work will precede the 
discourse.) 

Dec. 13th. Aristotle, the great mind of antiquity, by 

Prof. Thomas Davidson, New York (Special 
Instructor in Philosophy and President of the 
Dante Society.) 

Dec. 20th. Immanuel Kant, the leader of modem thought, 

Mr. Edwin D. Mead, Boston. (Editor of New 
England Magazine and of the Old South Pub- 
lications.) 

Dec. 27th. The Contribution of Christianity to modem 

thought and ethics, Mrs. Spencer (with Christ- 
mas Service). 
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lSg2, 
Jan. 3d. Copernicus; the revealer of the New Heavens 

and the new Earth, Prof. Joseph Henry Allen 

of Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, Mass. 

Jan. loth. Darwin and Spencer; the teachers of evolution, 

Dr. Lewis G. Janes, New York. (President of 
Brookljrn Ethical Association.) 

Jan. 17th. Poetic leaders; Dante and Goethe, Mr. Percival 

Chubb, New York, late of England. (Special 
Lecturer upon Literature and teacher of the 
"Pratt Institute Extension" Classes.) 

Jan. 24th. Emerson and the transcendental movement in 

New England, Mrs. Spencer, 

HEROES OF MORAL REFORM. 

Jan. 31st. In the Anti Slavery Movement: 

Garrison and Abby Kelly ; the t3rpical reformers, 
Mrs. Lillie Chace Wyman, Rhode Island. (Au- 
thor of "Poverty Grass," "Studies of Factory 
Life," "Anti-Slavery Women," etc.) 

Feb, 7th. In the Care of Criminal Classes: 

John Howard, Elizabeth Fry and Dorothea 
Dix, Mrs. Spencer. 

Feb. 14th. In Politics: 

Samuel Adams and Washington; the Nation 
Builders, Prof. George Makepeace Towle, Bos- 
ton. (Lecturer in Old South Courses and for 
Lowell Institute.) 

Feb. 2ist. In Woman's Position: 

Mary Wollstonecraft, the champion and mar- 
tyr; and Margaret Fuller, the prophet of the 
new ideal, Mrs. Spencer. 

Feb. 28th. In Industry: 

Prof. Davis R. Dewey, Boston. (Of the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology.) 
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Mch. 6th. In Temperance and Social Purity: 

John Pierpont, the preacher of temperance, 
and Dr. Day, the healer of the inebriate; and 
Josephine Butler, the defender of the outcast, 
Mrs. Spencer. 

Mch. 13th. In Education: 

Pestalozzi and Froebel, the apostles of the 
new training; and Horace Mann, the pioneer 
in free public education, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Powell Bond, Pennsylvania. (Dean of Swarth- 
more College, and Minister of the Society of 
Friends.) 

Mch. 20th. In Administration of Charfty: 

Ozanum, Denison, Dr. Chalmers, and Octavia 
Hill, Mrs. Spencer. 

This program was succeeded by the following topics 
and speakers: 

March 27th. Sermon, Rev. Alfred Manchester, minister of 

Third Unitarian Society of Providence. 

April 3d. Contribution of Christianity to modem thought 

and ethics, Mrs. Spencer. (Repeated by re- 
quest.) 

April loth. The Duty of Liberals toward the young, Mrs. 

Spencer. 

April 17th. (Easter.) If a man die shall he live again? 

Mrs. Spencer. 

April 24th. Pillars of salt, W. H. Spencer. 

May 1st. Problems of heredity and free will, Mrs. Spencer. 

May 8th. Moral progress in the race and race education, 

Mrs. Spencer. 

May 15th. Environment vs. Inheritance, Mrs. Spencer. 
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May 22d. Order and method of moral growth, Mrs. Spen- 
cer. 

May 29th. Character-building in church and Sunday school, 

Mrs. Spencer. 

June Sth. Environment vs. Inheritance (repeated by re- 
quest), Mrs. Spencer. 

June I2th. A working theory of the spiritual life, Mrs. 

Spencer. 

June 19th. The true and the false Mind-Cure, Mrs. Spencer. 

June 26th. Parting Words. 

July 1st. Informal Meeting. 

Summary: 43, besides the informal meeting in 
July; 30 by Mrs. Spencer, 3 by exchanges and 10 
speakers from abroad paid for their service. 

The Sunday afternoon services were all well at- 
tended particularly those of the special series. 



Week-Day Meetings of the Society, 1891-2. 

The regular Friday evening meetings, of which a 
complete printed schedule was published and dis- 
tributed by the society, were as follows : 

First Friday evenings from November to April in- 
clusive: Social Meetings, ivith entertainments of 
reading and music. 

Supper served at 7 o'clock at November, January, February 
and April socials. 

Business meetings of society at 7.15 before December and 
March socials, with entertainment to begin at 8 o'clock. 
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Second Friday evenings from November to April 
inclusive: Lectures, Educational and Scientific, as 
follows: 

November, by Dr. Giarles B. Johnson, What can be seen 
in a drop of water. 

December, by Dr. Helen G. Putnam, Action of alcohols 
upon animal tissues. 

January, by Mr. James M. South wick. Birds of this region. 

February, by Miss Loraine Bucklin, Humane education. 

March topic and speaker to be announced. 

April, by Dr. Helen G. Putnam, Health. 

Introductory music, 7.45 ; lecture at 8 o'clock. 

Third Friday evenings from November to April 
inclusive: Discussion of Practical Questions: general 
subject for the season, The American Citizen. 

Topic for November, How, why, and for how long should 
executive officials be appointed? Opened and led by Rev. 
W. H. Spencer. 

Topic for December, The Caucus System, is it good or 
bad, and what might take its place? Opened and led by 
Hon. J. C. Monaghan. 

Topic for January, Who should vote? or, the just basis 
of suffrage. Opened and led by Hon. Rathbone Gardner, 
District Attorney of United States. 

Topic for February, Shall Government give aid to any 
class, such as manufacturers or wage-earners? Opened and 
led by William Lloyd Garrison, Jr. 

Topic for March, Shall Workingmen organize against 
capitalist or co-operate among themselves? Opened and led 
by Prof. Henry B. Gardner of Brown University. 

Topic for April, What part of municipal affairs should the 
city take charge of? 

Introductory music, 7.45; discussion at 8 o'clock. 



HISTORY OF BELL STREET CHAPEL. 75 

Fourth Friday evenings of January, February, 
March and April, also Saturday evening, November 
2ist, and the second Saturday evenings from Decem- 
ber to April inclusive : Literature Class. 

Led by Mrs. Elvene C Hard, Principal of Training School 
at Pawtucket. Author, James Russell Lowell, his prose and 
poetry. Class to meet promptly at 7 o'clock. 

Fourth Friday evening in December, Christmas 
Festival for the Children, from 4 to 7 />. w. Refresh- 
ments with entertainment. 

Fifth Friday evenings in January and April, enter- 
tainments, with tickets of invitation. 

Mondays and Wednesday of each week. Drawing 
Class. 

Under the direction of the Committee on Practical Work 
of the society, Mr. George E. Whitehead, chairman, and taught 
by Mr. James E. Tribe, M. E. 

All were welcome at these meetings and the attend- 
ance was generally good. 

The tendency to share generously all the Chapel 
privileges was early established, as is shown by the 
following extract from the report of the Resident Min- 
ister for 1891-92: 

"The Christmas Festival for the children of the 
Sunday school was a bright and happy occasion. The 
children gave recitations and songs, and entertained 
fifteen inmates of the Home of the "Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children." The little guests 
had a fine time, and were delighted recipients of 
presents from the school." 
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The entertainment of January 29th, which was ar- 
ranged by Mrs. C. B. Prior and was much enjoyed, 
was shared by the society with over a hundred dele- 
gates from the "Working Girls' Club" of Mt. Pleasant. 
The April entertainment, furnished by the choir, was 
enjoyed also by invited guests from the "Young 
Ladies' Tea Room" and the "Young Women's Evan- 
gelical Christian Association". 

The Lowell class, led by Mrs. Elvene C. Hard, 
proved of value to teachers living in the vicinity as 
well as to members of the society. The class in draw- 
ing, taught by Mr. Tribe, was helpful to many not 
otherwise interested in the chapel. It numbered 33 
and was composed of wage-earners employed in shops 
all day. The following general outline of study, with 
84 lessons under its different heads, was used : 

BELL STREET DRAWING SCHOOL. 

PROBLEMS 
In Geometrical Drawing to be Studied during the First Tenn. 

TRIANGLES. 

PAEALLELOGRA M S. 

CIRCLES. 

ANGLES. 

POLYGONS. 

ORTHOGRAPHIC PROJECTIONS. 

PROJECTIONS OF POINTS AND LINES. 

SOLIDS. 

SECTIONS OF SOLIDS. 

PENETRATION OF SOLIDS. 

DEVELOPMENT OF SURFACES. 

CYCLOIDS. 
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Referring to this class the annual report of the 
society work contained the following words: "We 
feel that in nothing do we better justify our existence 
in this community than by purely educational efforts 
for the benefit of working men whom we do not seek 
to proselyte or attract in any way to our religious ser- 
vices." 

In addition to those announced in the printed pro- 
gram a lecture was given by Mr. Herbert E. Crosswell 
upon "The evils of flesh-eating". 

In July the Sunday school and society joined with 
the Fourth Unitarian Society (of which Rev. William 
H. Spencer was pastor) in a picnic. During the sea- 
son the society purchased additional furnishings for 
the kitchen and dining tables. 

Every member of the society received a copy of 
"Thoughts on Religion and Morality", by James 
Eddy, from the trustees, and the gift was much ap- 
preciated. 

During the year a society was formed among the 
young people called the "Willing Workers," and chose 
for its object the motto of the "Lend-a-Hand" move- 
ment : to be of service to others. 

At the business meeting of the society, March, 1892, 
a conmninication was received from the trustees to 
the effect that they had decided to give the society 
greater independence of action, and in the follow- 
ing particulars: first, the sum to be appropriated by 
the trustees for chapel purposes other than that re- 
served for repairs of the building, for the special series, 
for the distribution of Mr. Eddy's writings or other 
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publications, and for any other work under the special 
direction of the trustees, would be hereafter paid to 
the treasurer of the society in monthly instalments, 
and by him disbursed according to appropriati(»is of 
the trustees or of the society ; second, the sum of $600 
was appropriated for heating, lighting and janitor 
service ; third, the sum of $2,000 was appropriated for 
the minister's salary; fourth, the sum of $450 was 
appropriated toward the music, which was g^ven 
wholly into the direction of the society subject only 
to proper consideration of the appropriateness of 
words used in the service. 

The trustees stated in this communication that the 
reason for changes in the appropriations, and especially 
for the small sum given toward the music (which had 
been previously wholly provided from the trust fund 
and at an annual expense of $1,200), was the fact that 
an annual tax of from $1,400 to $1,500 would here- 
after have to be paid the city and therefore the income 
would not allow as large expenditure as that made dur- 
ing the first years, before the settlement of the estate. 

This condition, and the action of the trustees, 
made it necessary for the society to decide upon 
the music for the succeeding year in the spring 
of 1892, and after some discussion Miss Garlin 
was re-engaged as director, having generously ac- 
cepted a reduced compensation such as the society 
felt able to give. 

The membership of the society at the annual meet- 
ing of 1892 was 54 persons. 
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Report of the Work of the Year 1892-3. 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES. 
LIST OF TOPICS AND SPEAKERS FOR THE SEASON. 

Sept. 4th. The Immanence of God, by Mrs. Spencer. 

Sept. nth. The Fatherhood of God, by Mrs. Spencer. 

Sept. i8th. The upward look, by Mrs. Spencer. 

Sept. 25th. Influence of religious ideas upon charity and 

reform, by Mrs. Spencer. 

Oct. 2d. The Doctor's influence in the temperance reform, 

by Mrs. Spencer. 

Oct. 9th. The Infinite side of human life, by Rev. W. J. 

Potter. 

Oct. i6th. The Symphony of Life, by Rev. Frederick A. 

Hinckley. 

Oct. 23d. Moral teaching in the public schools, by Mrs. 

Spencer. 

Oct. 30th. Prisoner's Sunday — The ounce of prevention and 

the pound of cure, by Mrs. Spencer. 

Nov. 6th. Visit from a delegation of men, members of the 

Narragansett Council. No. 2, "Order of United 
American Mechanics," suggested by Mr. Mat- 
toon, a member of the chapel society, and also 
of the order — True Patriotism, and how to 
develop it, by Mrs. Spencer. 

Nov. 13th. Our Fellow Workers and humble cousins, sermon 

by Rev. M. J. Savage, read by Miss Loraine 
Bucklin of the R. I. Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals. 

Nov. 20th. Liberty and Loyalty in Religion, by Rev. Celia 

Parker Woolley of Chicago, 111. 

Nov. 27th. Thanksgiving Sermon, by W. H. Spencer. 
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The following invitations to the special series for the 
season were issued, and the program carried out It 
was said by many members of the society and congre- 
gation that this series was the finest which had yet 
been g^ven at the chapel: doubtless because the sub- 
ject was the grandest which can engage the attention 
of a religious society : 

You and your friends are cordially invited to attend 
a series of 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON MEETINGS 

AT BELL STREET CHAPEL, 

the aim of which is to illustrate some of the Great 
Religions^ in especial recognition of the coming 
"World's Congress of Religions, '' (to be held in 
Chicago, in connection with the Columbian Exposi- 
tion) and with particular reference to the social 
problems growing out of the mingling, in American 
civilization, of alien historic faiths as well as of dif- 
ferent races of mankind. 

Program as Follows: 
1892. 

Dec 4th. Introductoty, The Natural History of Religion, 

by Mrs. Spencer. 

Dec. nth. Greek and Roman elements in modem religious 

ideals, Mrs. Spencer. 

Dec i8th. Judaism and its evolution, Rabbi Solomon 

Schindler, of the Temple Adath Israel in Bos- 
ton. (Author of "Messianic Expectations," 
"Dissolving Views in the History of Judaism/' 
etc) 
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Dec. 25th. The Hebrew Messiah and the World Christ, 

Mrs. Spencer. (With Christmas service.) 

1893. 
Jan. 1st. The Religion of the Hindoos, Prof. Charles R. 

Lanman of Harvard College. 

Jan. 8th. English influence in India; and the rise of the 

Hindoo women, Mrs. Spencer. 

Jan. 15th. Confucianism and Buddhism in China and Japan, 

Prof. Charles R. Lanman. 

Jan. 22d. Our duty toward the Chinese, Mrs. Spencer. 

Jan. 29th. The new mission to Japan, Rev. Arthur May 

Knapp, of the First Unitarian Church in Fall 
River, Mass. 

Feb. 5th. Ancient and modern Zoroastrianism, Man- 

akshah C. Bamji, C. £., B. Sc. (A native 
Parsee and graduate of the Bombay University 
of India.) 

Forms of Christian Faith. 

Feb. 12th. The Greek Church and Russian Civilization, 

Mrs. Edmund Noble, (Lydia Lvovna Pimenoff.) 
(A native Russian, graduate of the "Pedagogical 
Courses for Women" in the University of St. 
Petersburg; also regular contributor to "Free 
Russia," a paper published by the "Friends of 
Russian Freedom" in the interest of constitu- 
tional reform in that country.) 

Feb. 19th. Our duty toward Russia, Mrs. Spencer. 

Feb. 26th. The Roman Church and Latin Civilization, 

Prof. Joseph Henry Allen, D. D., of Cambridge, 
Mass. (Author of "Christian History," "Our 
Liberal Movement in Theology," etc.) 

Mch. Sth. Our duty as respects Roman Catholicism in 

America, Edwin D. Mead of Boston. 
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Mch. I2th. Modern aspects of Evangelical Christianity, 

Rev. Dr. K Benjamin Andrews, President of 
Brown University. 

Common Roots and Latest Flowers op Reugion. 

Mch. 19th. The Fundamental and Eternal in Religion, 

Rev. Minot J. Savage, of the Church of the 
Unity, Boston. (Author of "The Religion of 
Evolution." "The Morals of Evolution," "Man, 
Woman and Child," etc) 

Mch. 26th. The World's Congress of Religions, Rev. Jenkin 

Lloyd Jones of All Souls' Church, Chicago. 
(Secretary of the local committee having Con- 
gress in charge; also editor-in-chief of "Unity," 
the organ of the Western Unitarian Confer- 
ence.) 

April 2d. (Easter Sunday.) Faith in Immortality, as taught 

by many religions, Mrs. Spencer. 

April 9th. The responsibility of radicals in religion, Mrs. 

Spencer. 

April i6th. Our civil and religious inheritance from the 

Scandinavians, Mrs. Spencer. 

April 23d. Religious Culture: a. of the intellect, Mrs. 

Spencer. 

April 20th. Religious Culture : b. of the moral sense, Mrs. 

Spencer. 

May 7th. Religious Culture: c of the emotional life, 

Mrs. Spencer. 

May* 14th, 2ist, and 28th and the remaining Sundays in 
June were devoted to sermons by Mrs. Spencer upon "Per- 
sonal and social duties." 

Summary : 42 discourses in all ; 27 by Mrs. Spencer, 
6 exchanges with Mrs. Spencer, 9 outside speakers 
who were paid for service. 
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Week-day Evening Meetings, Season of 1892-3. 

The following program was successfully carried out, 
the society and committees showing earnest devotion 
and manifesting the best of feeling; and all the at- 
tendants, regular and occasional, showing great inter- 
est. At one of the discussions, that upon ''Manual 
Training", the superintendent of public schools and 
several able educators and important members of the 
school committee were present and took part in the 
exercises. The social meetings were really homelike 
and worthy the name. 

The amount of money raised and disbursed by the 
Society on its own account during the year 1892-93, 
was $387.42. 

First Friday evenings from November to April in- 
clusive, and others were devoted to social purposes 
and entertainment. 

Meetings for literary study, second and fourth 
Friday evenings, as follows : 

Topic — The French Revolution, in connection 
with Dickens' "Tale of Two Cities," and Carlyle's 
"French Revolution," as follows : 

"The Period." 

Feudalism in France; a. The Nobility. 

Feudalism in France; b. The Church. 

Feudalism in France; c. The People. 

Feudalism in Other Countries. 

Pre-revolutionary Conditions in America. 

Influence of American Revolution on France. 

Characters of the French Revolution; a. Men. 

Characters of the French Revolution; b. Women. 

Significance of the French Revolution; a. Politically. 
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Significance of the French Revolution; b. Industrially. 
Significance of the French Revolution; c. In Religion. 

Meetings for free discussion of social questions, 
third Friday evenings, as follows : 

Currency, banking and the money of the future, Mr. Edwin 
White of Boston. 

Has Woman Suffrage justified itself where it has been tried? 
Miss Alice Stone Blackwell of Boston. 

Manual Training Schools and their effect on industrial con- 
ditions, Mr. Stephen O. Edwards. 

Is there any settlement or alleviation for labor troubles in 
Arbitration? Mr. Edwin C. Pierce of Providence. 

Is the Taxation of Land Values a justifiable means of 
raising municipal or state revenues? Prof. H. B. Gardner of 
Brown University. 

Is a public debt a national blessing? Prof. G. C. Wilson of 
Brown University. 

Drawing Class Monday and Thursday evenings. 

The children's Christmas entertainment was again 
shared. Over thirty of the older children from "The 
State Home and School" were present with their su- 
perintendent and his wife, and enjoyed with the chapel 
school the beautiful lantern slides loaned by Miss 
Eddy, and carried home gifts of books. 

The "Willing Workers" devoted themselves to 
charitable work during the winter and gave an enter- 
tainment and sale of articles made by themselves and 
contributed by friends, on the evening of March 31st: 
the proceeds, about $60, being contributed to the fund 
for free kindergartens in Providence. Mr. Alfred 
Stone aided the Willing Workers on this occasion by 
giving a lecture on "The White City", illustrated by 
the stereopticon. 
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Sunday School. 

1892-93 was a most successful year of Sunday school 
work, the classes reported at the annual meeting be- 
ing as follows : — 

No. I. Infant class under the trained kinder- 
gartner, Miss Haskins, 15 children. 

No. II. Six little girls under charge of Mrs. 
Hamlett. 

No. III. Five little boys under charge of Mrs, 
Lowell. 

No. IV. Class of larger girls and young ladies, led 
by Mrs. Pierce, 15 in number. 

No. VI. Adult class, led by Mrs. Spencer, attend- 
ance from 8 to 30, 20 persons registered as members. 

The "Bible as literature" was used in a reverent but 
rationalistic form of treatment, as basis for the seascm's 
study in the older classes; textbooks by Rev. C. F. 
Dole, and Rev. Newton Mann, with Prof. Keunen's 
** Bible for Learners" as a reference book, were em- 
ployed and all available aids were freely used for pur- 
poses of comparison and criticism. The younger classes 
had lessons upon "Nature" and "Duties"; and the 
superintendent gave opening talks upon ethics, con- 
necting the lessons when occasion favored by refer- 
ences to the lives of good men and women. There 
was no appropriation from the trustees especially for 
the expenses of the Sunday school, and the society 
and friends of the school furnished what was required. 
Mr. Henry R. Chace gave a special contribution to 
Mrs. Spencer for chapel uses, which she appropriated 
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for the payment of the kindergartner and for the 
purchase of papers and books for the school. 



The Drawing School. 

The removal of Mr. James E. Tribe from Provi- 
dence, was a great loss to the Chapel drawing school. 
The advanced class was discontinued and the begin- 
ners placed in charge of Mr. Alfred Wilson, one of 
the members of the society. 



Changes in the Date of annual and Other 

Meetings. 

It was decided during this year of 1892-93, that the 
interests of the society would be better served by hold- 
ing the annual meeting in May, rather than in 
October, in order to give longer time for the prepara- 
tion of each winter's work; and that it would be 
advisable to have the officers and members of com- 
mittees, who were to plan the work, elected before the 
annual meeting when they would enter upon 
their duties, in order that they might confer with the 
retiring officers and make suggestions at that annual 
meeting in respect to the programs for the succeeding 
year. Accordingly the constitution was amended to re- 
quire business meetings on the first Friday evenings of 
October, December, February, March and May, the 
latter to be the annual meeting. It was also changed 
to require at the February meeting the selection of a 
committee on nominations to prepare a list of officers 
and committees for the year beginning the following 
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May and present such list to the society at its 
March meeting, when a preliminary vote must be 
taken by the society, and the chosen names submitted 
to the trustees for approval, and the final vote taken 
at the April business meeting; the newly chosen 
committees to be required to confer and present to the 
May meeting suggestions for the work of the following 
winter. 

The membership of the society as reported at the 
annual meeting of 1893 was 72. 

The names of these, in addition to those named on 
pages 38 and 39, were as follows : 

Mrs. Anna M. Arnold. 

Mr. George W. Beaumont. 

Dr. W. H. Bowen. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Bamforth. 

Miss Zelotie Coman. 

Mrs. Ida M. Cooke. 

Mr. George Carmichael. 

Mr. W. C. Dawson. 

Mr. John Fletcher. 

Mr. John Guinness. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grieve. 

Mrs. Mary E. Hamlett. 

Miss Emily Jackson. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Johnson. 

Mrs. Lucette Kennon. 

Mr. Charles Lovenberg. 

Mrs. J. R. Lowell. 

Mr. William Meade. 
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Miss Annie O. Pettis. 
Miss Maria E Rhodes. 
Mrs. S. O. Sanborn. 
Mr. William H. Spencer. 
Mrs Byron Thompson. 
Mrs. Mary Wils(»i. 
Mr. Isaac Whitehead. 

Total, twenty-eight; which, added to the forty-four 
recorded on page 39, gives the number of those who 
joined the society during the early initial period and 
were on the rolls at the annual meeting of 1893. The 
list of those who claimed the chapel as their church 
home and helped in the work of the movement, but 
were not members of the society, numbered thirty at 
this date, and comprised such valuable members of 
committees as Mrs. O. C. Devereaux, Dr. L. F. C. 
Garvin, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin C. Pierce, Mrs. James 
Tillinghast, Mr. and Mrs. Cfosswell, Miss Charlotte 
Hoswell, Mrs. Fanny Purdy Palmer, Dr. Helen C. 
Putnam, Mrs. E. C. Ormsbee, and others, some of 
whom have since joined the society and all of whom 
aided in developing the chapel movement. 

The influence of the chapel in the community could 
not then be measured, nor could it have been at any sub- 
sequent period, by the membership of the society, by 
the size of the regular congregation, or the attendance 
upon special services. Its educational value was early 
recognized by many who did not have special sympathy 
with its philosophical position, and its week day meet- 
ings drew together a more varied and representative 
audience than its Sunday services. 
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The resident minister was called upon from the first 
to assume various duties in the city and state ; and her 
reports show that her service has been given to 
many enterprises of social value, thus proving that 
the chapel at once attained usefulness in the community 
in that sense approved by Emerson, — that is, "as an 
agency supporting one devoted to the humanities". 
The founder of the chapel movement believed that "in 
true religion every moral duty is comprised", and 
therefore the condition alluded to in the following ex- 
tract from the report of the resident minister for 1892- 
93 was in accordance with his desires: — "The fact 
that the chapel minister is trusted to aid even very 
conservative interests of philanthropy and ethical in- 
struction is proof that the message of this pulpit is 
not a solitary voice but already harmonized with the 
best life of the city and state. Numbers of people in 
all conditions of need seek the chapel minister as one 
who is set for service to all. To be a pastor of "All 
Souls" in any sense is difficult, but such ministry is 
especially the task of the leader of a free movement. 
A very radical faith is incapable of practical work for 
humanity unless it can thus join hands in every-day 
fellowship of service with all sorts and conditions of 
men. An institution generously endowed is but a 
miserly and ineffective machine unless it can thus share 
its opportunities. The success of the chapel move- 
ment, therefore, can only come through such co-oper- 
ative action for human betterment, joined constantly 
with wise efforts to free accepted religious beliefs from 
bigotry and from antiquated conceptions of truth." 



90 HISTORY OF BELL STREET CHAPEL. 

Library. 

The bequest of Mr. Eddy included the nucleus of a 
library containing a number of religious and historical 
books and a few of general literary value. To this 
was added in 1891 an excellent collection of books 
suitable for the Sunday school as a gift from the Free 
Religious Society of Providence. For three years from 
the opening of the chapel services a free reading room 
was maintained by the volunteer service of members 
of the society and a generous supply of current papers 
and magazines was furnished by friends. Later, the 
increased facilities of the Olneyville Library made it 
unnecessary to continue that department of the work. 
The lending of books from the library for home read- 
ing has, however, remained a permanent opportunity 
of the chapel movement. 



REPORT OF THE WORK OF THE YEAR 1893-94. 
(The Year op the Columbian Exposition at Chicago.) 

SUNDAY services. 

Sept. 3d. The gathering of the nations at Chicago, — Mrs. 

Spencer. 

Sept. loth. The power and work of women at the World's 

Fair, — Mrs. Spencer. 

Sept. 17th. A cup of cold water,— Rev. W. H. Spencer. 

Sfept. 24th. The spirit of love and the spirit of truth, — Rev. 

W. H. Spencer. 

Oct. 1st. The personnel of the World's Congress of Re- 
ligions, — Mrs. Spencer. 

Oct. 8th. Three phases of Christianity represented in the 

Religious Congress, — Mrs. Spencer. 
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Oct. 15th. Sermon, by Rev. Augustus M. Lord, minister of 

First Unitarian Church of Providence. 

Oct. 22d. Religion and the erring classes (a paper read at 

the World's Congress of Religions), — Mrs. 
Spencer. 

Oct. 29th. The denominational conferences held in connec- 
tion with the Religious Congress, — Mrs. 
Spencer. 

The special series of this season was introduced in the 
announcement circular as one devoted to human growth ; illus- 
trated by political, racial, philanthropic, scientific and religious 
evolution, as follows : 

Nov. 5th. The doctrine of evolution considered as the mas- 
ter of modern thought, — Mrs. Spencer. 

Nov. I2th. Ethical Societies in England, — Mrs. May Mc- 

Callum of London, England. (Member of the 
Jury of Awards of the Columbian Exposition 
•and representing the charity organization move- 
ment.) 

Nov. 19th. The democratic ideal, — Miss Catherine Helen 

Spence of South Australia. (Commissioned by 
her government to represent its charitable and 
educational interests at the Columbian Exposi- 
tion.) 

Nov. 26th. The effect of political evolution upon church 

polity, — Mrs. Spencer. 

Dec. 3d. Racial development and its problems in modem 

life, — Mrs. Spencer. 

Dec loth. The Negro in America: his conditions and pros- 
pects, — Booker T. Washington, Principal of the 
Tuskegee school (accompanied by a quartette 
of singers from the school). 

Dec. 17th. America's debt to and duty toward the nations, — 

William Lloyd Garrison, of Boston, Mass. 
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Dec. 24th. Christian civilization, considered as the product 

of mixture of races and a composite religion, — 
Mrs. Spencer. 

December 31st, a Memorial Service was held in 
loving and reverent remembrance of Rev. William 
James Potter, whose sudden death, December 21st, 
bereft the chapel movement of his counsel and aid as 
president of its board of trustees, and was an irrepara- 
ble loss to the Free Religious Association of America 
and other national interests. The following para- 
graphs, taken from Mr. Potter's statement of belief, 
given on the occasion of his farewell sermon to the 
people whom he served for twenty-five years, were 
used as the key-note of the memorial sermon by Mrs. 
Spencer : — 

STATEMENT OF BELIEF. 
William James Potter. 

"First. I believe in God as the power eternal, im- 
mortal, invisible, omnipresent, within and behind all 
phenomena, unknown and yet known, working in and 
through nature, producer and sustainer of all forms 
of existence, vitalizer of all organisms and life, welling 
up as mental and moral energy in the consciousness of 
man, and striving in the development of human his- 
tory to establish righteousness as the law of life for 
the individual and for the race, and as the surest, 
amplest Providence for human guidance. 

Second. I believe in man as the highest consum- 
mation and expression of the eternal energy in that 
part of the universe which comes within our knowl- 
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edge. Beginning on the level of animal existence, 
springing from the lower forms of life that were ante- 
rior to him, I believe that in him the eternal energy 
has fashioned such an organism that he has been able 
to rise from the plane of animal life, through the 
various grades of savagery and barbarism, until he 
has reached the heights of civilization, enlightenment 
and power, which he holds to-day. I believe that he 
has made this progress, and has capacity for indefinite 
progress in the future, through his natural faculties 
of reason, conscience and affection, which are a mani- 
festation in him, under finite limitations, of the eternal 
energy itself, and which may be so vitalized as to make 
man a secondary creator in co-operating with and car- 
rying forward the eternal world-purpose. 

Third. I believe that the moral law, or conscience, 
is man's intuitive perception of the equation of rights 
between human beings in their relation to each other. 
I believe that a certain stage of intelligence through 
the disciplines of experience had to be reached by 
primitive man before this perception became possible, 
just as a certain degree of intelligence was necessary 
for perceiving the relation of numbers in the multipli- 
cation-table ; but that,^ — when this degree of intelli- 
gence was reached, the perception of the equation of 
rights between man and man would follow as neces- 
sarily as the perception of the relation of numbers. I 
believe, therefore, that morality rests on as permanent 
and irrefragable a basis as does the science of mathe- 
matics. 

Fourth, I believe that religion is the expression of 
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man's relation to the universe and its vital powers, or 
to Its living, sustaining energy. From connection with 
and dependence upon this energy, it is not possible for 
man to escape. The fact of this relation is established 
by science; and science) in its broad sense, must be 
depended upon to give the true theory of it. But, in 
all ages, man has been conscious of it ; and his expres- 
sion of the relation has threefold form, — ^through 
thought, through feeling, and through action. Through 
one or another or all of these forms of expression, he 
has sought to perfect his relation to the universal 
forces and laws. I believe that from this fundamental 
idea have grown all the special religions, while their 
distinguishing beliefs and ceremonies have been shaped 
by the intelligence of the people holding them. I be- 
lieve, therefore, that all the religions have a natural 
origin and a natural development; that, by virtue of 
their common root, they are sects of one universal reli- 
gion: and that, notwithstanding their differences and 
antagonisms, resulting from their special doctrines and 
claims, there are among them certain underlying uni- 
ties of belief, aspiration, and moral sentiment, by 
which they are bound together in one fellowship. 

Fifth. I believe that the sacred books of the va- 
rious religions have the same natural source, — ^the 
human mind, in its effort to express its relation to the 
Infinite Power. They are the religious literature of 
the race or people producing them. Various in merit, 
they all contain important truths; and the truths in 
all of them are mingled with errors. As a transcript 
of what humanity has thought and felt, as it has 
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Struggled with the great problems of life, they are 
invaluable. But they are to be read to-day, not as 
infallible authority for truth, but with that discrimina- 
tion which can separate truth from error, and find 
refreshing for the heart and moral stimulus for con- 
duct instead of a creed to bind upon the intellect. 

Sixth. I believe that the founders and prophets of 
the religions were human beings, of superior intel- 
lectual endowment or moral insight; holy men and 
seers, who became the natural leaders of the people 
about them, and around whose lives, through the pious 
imagination of their followers, there afterwards gath- 
ered legends and myths, to express the people's wonder 
and admiration for their greatness and power, I be- 
lieve that the lustre of the moral example of Jesus is 
not dimmed nor the power of his character for moral 
inspiration impaired, by thus placing him in the natural 
line of humanity, and in a group of kindred souls, who 
have lived, wrought, and died, and borne brave testi- 
mony to truth and right, for the guidance and healing 
of the nations. 

Sei'enth. I believe that reward and retribution for 
deeds done in the body are assured by the natural law 
that binds effect to cause ; that moral error, or wicked- 
ness, produces as its inevitable consequence pain and 
wretchedness; that, if continued, it is suicidal in its 
agency, and tends to the ultimate destruction of its 
own power; that moral good, on the contrary, is self- 
perpetuating, and leads ever more and more to larger 
and higher life, to realms of pure happiness, and to 
ever greatening capacity for virtue and for virtue's 
service. 
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Eighth, I believe that, on the ground of the strong- 
est and most rational probability, though it be beyond 
the realm of knowledge, man may_ entertain a confident 
hope — nay, a faith — in his own personal immortality; 
that the eternal energy, having achieved self-conscious- 
ness in the wonderful personality of human character, 
with its power of progressing upon its own nature, 
will not lightly throw away such a being and such an 
advantage after a few years of earthly life. I believe, 
however, that, while man may entertain this hope and 
hold this faith, his first of duties is not to dream of the 
life hereafter, but to work zealously for the ameliora- 
tion of human society on earth; to show himself less 
anxious about saving his own soul for eternal bliss 
than concerning the salvation of other souls around 
him from present ignorance, wrong, and wretched- 
ness, so that they may become capable of intellectual, 
moral and spiritual life. 

Ninth, I believe that, as God, the eternal living 
energy is ever seeking and striving to embody his 
power more and more in man, soliciting him, by in- 
ward constraining impulse, to truth, goodness, and 
moral beauty, so also may man correspondingly seek 
and find God ; for 

"God is seen God 
In the star, in the stone, in the flesh, in the soul, and the clod 
And, thus looking within and around me, I ever renew 
(With that stoop of the soul, which, in bending, upraises it 

too) 
The submission of man's nothing-perfect to God's all-complete. 
As, by each new obeisance in spirit, I climb to his feet." 
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Tenth. I believe, finally, that these lines of Brown- 
ing aptly express religion's threefold form of mani- 
festation, through thought, emotion, and conduct. 
They hint a philosophy of Deity and man, and of the 
relation between them, and they picture the emotional 
attitude of the human mind in all genuine worship and 
prayer; as also the brave endeavor and deed that are 
necessary to bring human life and divine law into prac- 
tical harmony." 

Jan. 7th, 1894. The American Indian : his wrongs, his rights 

and his capacities, — Miss Alice C. Fletcher. 
(Fellow of Harvard College, department of 
archaeology and ethnology ; special commissioner 
to divide the lands of Indian reservations in 
severalty.) 

Jan. 14th. Evolution in the relation of the sexes: the 

mother-rule, the father-rule and the equal 
reign, — Mrs. Spencer. 

Jan. 2ist. Educational development: the education of the 

people, — Edwin D. Mead, of Boston. 

Jan. 28th. Problems of public education, — Col. Thomas 

Went worth Higginson, of Cambridge, Mass. 

Feb. 4th. Growth in humane sentiment toward animals, — 

Rev. Samuel J. Barrows. 

Feb. nth. The law and the gospel of evolution: or man as 

a conscious and positive factor in human prog- 
ress, — Mrs. Spencer. 

Feb. i8th. Social responsibility toward child life (paper read 

at the "International Congress of charities and 
correction and philanthropy," held at Chicago 
in June, 1893, in the department of "Care for 
dependent, delinquent and defective children," 
of which the chapel minister was chairman), — 
Mrs. Spencer. 
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Feb. 25th. Religious brotherhoods and college settlements, — 

Robert A. Woods, superintendent of the An- 
dover House, Boston, Mass. 

Mch. 4th. The new social science and its ministers, — Mrs. 

Spencer. 

Mch. nth. The ancient medicine-man and the modern doc- 
tor, — Mrs. Spencer. 

Mch. i8th. The march of dissolution and how to check it, — 

Dr. T. D. Crothers, of Hartford, Conn., editor 
of "Journal of Inebriety." 

Mch. 25th. Easter Sunday Festival and musical service for 

the young people; subject, "The Life that 
lasts." 

April 1st. The work of the statesman and the lawyer in 

social science, — Mrs. Spencer. 

April 8th. The work of the captains of industry in social 

science, — Mrs. Spencer. 

April 15th. Evolution in religious ideas, — Rev. George H. 

Young, of Lawrence, Mass. (Introductory to 
the following series:) 

April 22d. God, — Mrs. Spencer. 

April 29th. Man, — Rev. Edward Everett Hale, of Boston, 

Mass. 

May 6th. Jesus, — Mrs. Spencer. 

May 13th. Sin, — Mrs. Spencer. 

May 20th. Faith, — Mrs. Spencer. 

May 27th. Prayer, — Mrs. Spencer. 

The June Sundays were devoted by the resident 
minister to talks upon the practical duties of every-day 
life. 

Summary: — 43 discourses; by Mrs. Spencer 28, by 
other speakers 15. 
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The Friday Evening Meetings. 

November 3d. — Social, supper, with reading by Mr. Francis 
Pratt, of Pawtucket, R. I. 

November loth. — ^Life in a Buddhist monastery, lecture by 
Charles R. Lanman, Professor of Oriental literature at Har- 
vard University. 

November 17th. — Effective Voting, lecture by Miss Spencc, of 
Australia, followed by discussion. 

November 24th. — Opening of literary study-class; subject, 
George Eliot and her writings; to which the evenings of 
Dec. 8th and 29th, Jan. 12th and 26th, Feb. 9th and 23d, and 
March 9th were devoted. The members contributed original 
papers, readings and other elements of interest. 

December ist.— Business meeting and social gathering. 

December 15th. — Ought the new tariff bill to pass? Discus- 
sion opened by Dr. L. F. C. Garvin, of Lonsdale, R. I. 

December 26th. — Children's festival, with cantata, "Santa 
and the Fairies." 

January 5th, 1894. — Business meeting. 

January 19th. — Ought the new tariff bill to pass? Discus- 
sion opened by Hon. Edwin C. Pierce. 

February 2d. Social, supper; reading by Miss Zelotie 
Coman. 

February i6tli. What is Socialism? Lecture by Mrs. Isabel 
MacLean. 

March 2d. — Social, supper; an evening with English Songs, 
by Mr. Charles Mulchahey. 

March 9th. — The Money Question: discussion opened and 
led by Dr. E. Benjamin Andrews, President of Brown Uni- 
versity. 

March 23d. — ^Technical Education, lecture by Mr. Samuel 
Ward. 

March 30th. — "Looking backward," set to music; social en- 
tertainment. 
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April 6th. — ^Dramatic entertainment by Mrs. Pierce's class; 
"The little folks' work," "The three fairy gifts." 

April 13th. — Medical inspection of school children, lecture 
by Dr. Helen C. Putnam. 

April 20th. — ^The Money Question: discussion opened and 
led by John Francis Smith. 

April 27th. — The spiritual influence of the poet Whittier; 
lecture by Rev. J. W. Atwood, rector of St. James* Qiurch. 

May 4th. — Annual meeting of the Religious Society of Bell 
Street Chapel. 

May i8th. — Adjourned meeting, with celebration of Society 
anniversary. 

June i6th. — Picnic of Sunday-school, society and congrega- 
tion. 



EVENING School Work. 



The increased equipment of the "Rhode Island 
School of Design", and the extension of manual work 
in the evening classes of the public schools of Provi- 
dence, made the continuation of the chapel drawing 
class seem unnecessary; and accordingly a class in 
penmanship, taught gratuitously by Mr. Samuel Ward, 
a member of the society, was substituted. Two young 
ladies of the congregation gave time to a sewing 
class held in Olneyville on Saturdays, and other rep- 
resentatives of the chapel gave service in boys' club 
and other social work of the city. It will be observed 
by those who read these records of the educational 
work done at the chapel that during the initial period 
the plan pursued was not to start a separate and per- 
manent school in any line of instruction, but rather to 
lend a helping hand to many forms of effort for mental 
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and moral improvement. The ideal thus established 
for the chapel movement, therefore, was this : — to aid 
wherever there seemed a deficiency in the provisions 
for free public education, so far as means allowed, and 
to change readily from one line of effort to another as 
soon as similar work had been adopted in permanent 
and enlarged form by other agencies. To give "Uni- 
versity Extension" privileges, without the ordinary 
limitations, in a locality not easily accessible to college 
lectures; to offer "Public-school Extension" oppor- 
tunities whenever possible, and in directions as yet 
only considered desirable or necessary by pioneers in 
education ; to lead people to value high things and to 
appreciate the treasures of the commonwealth of mind, 
— these were the aims which animated the initial work 
in this department of the chapel movement. And to 
these aims all later work of similar character, under 
the trust, has so far been true. 



The Relation of the Chapel Movement to 

Charitable Work. 

The year of 1893-94 was marked by great distress 
among the wage-earners of the city and state, — the 
result of a widespread financial depression and also 
of local disturbances of "strikes" and "lockouts". As 
the chapel is situated near the locality which was most 
affected by the latter difficulties, its management was 
deeply interested to help the sufferers. The question 
of the relation of such a movement as that which 
centres in the chapel to general relief and charitable 
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agencies became therefore a pressing one and was 
fully discussd by the trustees and society. The fol- 
lowing conclusions were reached by those officially 
charged with decision in the matter: First, it was 
decided that it is not wise for a church or religious 
society which aims to be progressive, and wishes to 
encourage civic devotion, to establish a "poor fund", 
or make itself in any way a separate agency for sup- 
plying the material wants of the needy ; but that such 
a church or society should rather educate its members, 
so far as possible, to give in all socially helpful ways, 
and by means of, or in connection with, all agencies of 
a non-sectarian and intelligent character already at 
work for benevolent ends. Second, it was decided that 
every period of grave financial disaster, when self- 
respecting people so often need help, should be used 
by those who seek to be wise as well as liberal in their 
helping, not only as an occasion for unusual generosity, 
but as a favorable opportunity of aiding in organizing 
the benevolent activities (at such a time so sensitive 
to all appeals) for ends of economy of force, efficiency 
of method and to make social conditions better. Ac- 
cordingly, since the "Providence Society for Organ- 
izing Charity" was already started, and Mrs. Spencer 
was one of its executive board, and Mr. Spencer was 
secretary of one of its district conferences, the manage- 
ment of the chapel initiated a series of weekly "Union 
Conferences" to which were invited all representatives 
of relief societies and charitable agencies of the three 
districts near the scene of the greatest distress. This 
conference was wholly non-sectarian, and in it Roman 
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Catholic and many classes of Protestant believers 
worked harmoniously for the common end of helping 
human beings in need. The special objects of the 
conference were the prevention of pauperization dur- 
ing the unusual conditions of the industrial crisis, and 
the permanent co-operation and more intelligent ser- 
vice of all charity workers. Mr. and Mrs. Spencer 
were intrusted by benevolent persons with considerable 
sums of money to disburse and both gave much time 
to the work involved. The "Chapel Helpers" worked 
in connection with the "Women's City Missionary So- 
ciety" and disposed of many needed garments through 
this established channel. The "Willing Workers" met 
weekly and made fancy articles which they disposed 
of at a "Sale" for the benefit of the "Providence Sup- 
ply Kitchen", a philanthropic scheme aiming to do 
its work on business principles and devoted to supply- 
ing cheap but wholesome food to the poor. Thus all 
the charitable work of the chapel movement, initiated 
in this time of financial crisis, was based on the co- 
operative principle: that of fastening individual and 
church effort so far as possible to established and non- 
sectarian agencies and of using temporary and special 
occasions for charitable work as a school for better 
permanent methods of helping the poor. 

The appended financial report of the society for the 
season of 1893-94 shows the pecuniary results of this 
activity : — 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 1893-94. 

For society uses: — 

Toward the music $150.00 

For Sunday school 70.00 

For expenses of week-day meetings. . 106.00 

For flowers 10.00 

For Christmas celebration (shared 

with poor children) 33-00 

For advertising 48.00 $417.00 

For humanitarian work: — 

For Sea Island sufferers $10.00 

For pupil at Tuskegee school 38.00 

For relief of needy, — special fund 

contributed by members and friends 

of chapel 245.00 $293.00 

Total raised and expended by chapel 
movement, exclusive of income from 
the trust $710.00 



the relation of the chapel movement to 

societies and agencies for political, 

Industrial and Social Reform. 

Early in the chapel movement its free and progres- 
sive spirit offered a congenial atmosphere to reformers 
of varied affiliations, and many sought to make it not 
only their church home, but the basis for a more ex- 
tended and peculiar work in some special line in which 
they were interested. Thus the subjects of "Social- 
ism", "Single Tax", "Prohibition", "Woman Suf- 
frage", "The Initiative and Referendum", "Protec- 
tion", "Tariff Reform", and many others were 
pressed upon the management: each one considered 
by those advocating it not only as a topic to be pre- 
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sented in turn at the Friday evening meetings which 
are devoted to the discussion of moral and social 
problems, but as a rallying cry for the extension of the 
chapel influence as a whole. Serious thought was 
given by the trustees and resident minister to consider- 
ation of the proper attitude to be taken toward all 
societies and agencies of reform, and the conclusion 
reached was that any church or religious society should 
be a liospitable centre of varied social activities and 
may properly offer a free platform for the discussion 
of all questions which concern the welfare of mankind, 
but that such church or religious society must be 
always and everywhere the conservator of all the good 
that is already accepted by the great majority of man- 
kind as right and true, and must also jealously guard 
from liarm and unceasingly obey its great commission 
to bring peace and good-will upon earth. It was de- 
cided, therefore, that the Religious Society of Bell 
Street Chapel and the movement of which it was a 
part could not properly become an agency for the 
furtlierance of any one special reform, whether indus- 
trial, social or political. Inasmuch, however, as the 
movement is peculiarly pledged to free thought, free 
speech, and glad acceptance of evergrowing revela- 
tions of truth, it was clearly seen that the chapel 
movement is under bonds to serve in a peculiar degree 
the cause of social advance. Hence questions of re- 
form must be given the utmost hospitality of hearing; 
and in many ethical crises this hospitable hearing may 
properly, and sometimes should, lead to co-operative 
action witli other progressive agencies for a single 
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definite step of human progress. To the end that the 
balance of true conservatism and true radicalism which 
such a movement should preserve might find its right 
medium of expression, the following resolution was 
presented at the annual meeting of 1894, by the resi- 
dent minister, was unanimously adopted by the society 
and received the full approval of the trustees : — 

"Resolved : That in view of the need for a closer 
and more efficient co-operation between educational, 
philanthropic and reformatory associations working 
for the betterment of human character and conditions 
in a given locality, the Religious Society of Bell Street 
Chapel hereby adds to its committee on practical work 
three members as a sub-committee of affiliated effort, 
whose special business it shall be to outline and recom- 
mend such alliance between the study and action of 
the chapel movement and other progressive organiza- 
tions as shall meet the approval of the committee on 
practical work and the executive committee of the 
society. All recommendations of the committee on 
practical work, and of the executive committee, made 
under the foregoing resolution, shall be submitted for 
approval to the society, and to the trustees of the 
chapel fund, before final action is taken upon any par- 
ticular proposal." 

It will be observed that the ideal of the chapel move- 
ment, in the matter of its relation to special reforms 
and the propaganda of any particular "ism" or cult, 
as thus outlined above, is the following: — 

First, a recognition of human growth, and of the 
fact that it requires specific social changes as well as 
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general moral development of individuals. Second, 
that while such special reforms are necessary, and each, 
if based on some sound ideal of progress, has its right- 
ful place in the study and work of any society pledged 
to progress, yet no one of them should be given power 
of command over the whole movement, lest that move- 
ment be thereby rendered exclusive instead of inclu- 
sive, combative rather than fraternal. The subsequent 
course of the chapel work -has been faithful to this 
ideal, as will be seen by the later record. In this reli- 
gious and ethical movement there has been much ef- 
fort consecrated to the spirit which offers every earnest 
thought and moral endeavor a "good light" for the 
display of its picture of truth and righteousness, but 
allows no one such picture to label itself "The Truth", 
— "The Right", and hang alone on its temple walls. 



Chapter II. 



The records of the chapel movement from the 
date of Mr. Eddy's death in May, 1888, to the end 
of the year 1893-94, contained in the first chapter, 
have been very minute, for the reasons stated in the 
preface of this book. The work of the remaining 
time to July, 1902, may be briefly summed up, since 
the general emphasis of the movement has been the 
same from the beginning and no features of a dif- 
ferent character from those which marked the 
initial period have been introduced. 

The various departments of work which have 
each year received attention are as follows : — 

I. Sunday services: including each season one 
or more series of special discourses grouped around 
some topic relating to religious history, thought or 
life, or else devoted to the discussion of some his- 
torical epoch or modern social subject of ethical sig- 
nificance. Outside speakers of the highest char- 
acter, scholarship and expert knowledge of their 
particular theme contributed to the interest and 
value of these special series, but the choice of gen- 
eral topic, the arrangement of each lecture-subject 
for educational sequence and suggestion, and the 
introductory and concluding discourse, (the key- 
note and the summing up,) were the work of the 
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resident minister. The plans for the special series 
were made in conference with the trustees, who 
have always retained the direction of this portion of 
the chapel movement. Included under this head of 
Sunday services is the preparation and publication 
of "Orders of Service for Public Worship", and the 
usual pastoral service of the resident minister. 

II. Sunday school; including special classes in 
"religious inquiry" for those interested to learn the 
position of the chapel movement. 

III. Friday evening meetings ; devoted to society 
business, social purposes and entertainment: lit- 
erary, historical, scientific, home-travel and political 
study : debates on social and ethical problems. 

IV. Class-work ; sewing circle and "Lend-a- 
hand" club. 

V. Hospitality and aid to other organizations. 

VI. Publication of books and pamphlets by the 
trustees as prepared and edited by their agent; and 
the printing of circulars, cards, etc., by the society 
as prepared by the resident minister. 

(Up to the date which concludes this history these 
offices of agent of the trustees and resident minister 
have been held by the same person, but it was, is 
and would be legal and proper at any time, should 
circumstances of convenience or the good of the 
movement require, for the two positions to be filled 
by two persons.) 
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Summary of Work from 1894 to 1903. 

The departments of work outlined above have 
been carried on continuously during the period from 
1894 to 1902. First, the Sunday services and resi- 
dent minister's work have had no break except for 
the yearly vacation and have been of the usual 
character of church associations. 

THE SPECIAL SERIES 
for the years named may be briefly described as fol- 
lows: 

In 1894-95 the topic of the first series was "The 
testimony of Art in the history of religious ideas". 
This was a unique course of lectures illustrated by 
the stereopticon, and given by Prof. J. Leonard 
Coming, of Munich, Bavaria. Its object was to 
demonstrate the universality of the basic religious 
beliefs and to lead to a wider fellowship in spiritual 
things. The illustrative pictures, some two hundred 
and fifty in number, were selected by Mr. Corning 
with great care from original drawings, paintings 
and sculptures found in the principal libraries, mu- 
seums and churches of the old world, and were 
brought together for the first time for this course of 
lectures^ The sub-topics were as follows : 

Art studies in comparative religion. 

Theophany, or the expression of the idea of God in all ages. 
The Trinities of Pagan and Christian art. 
Demonology in Pagan and Christian art. 
Mortality and its symbols in Pagan and Christian art. 
Eschatology, or the tomorrow of death, as symbolized in 
the art of the ages. 
Pagan symbolism in Christian art. 
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This series was followed by a course of* seven 
lectures by Mrs. Spencer upon religious ideas as 
embodied in poetry, architecture, the great sayings of 
the world's great books, and other works of creative 
genius. 

In 1895-96 a special series was given which was de- 
voted to the presentation of "Social Problems", and 
the object of which was to outline some of the present 
causes of social unrest, to attempt some diagnosis of 
present evils and to indicate some remedial and curative 
tendencies already working toward a better social 
order. 

The following special subjects were presented by 
the speakers whose names are given : — 

The Roman Catholic and Protestant churches in their 
struggle with the social question, — Prof. John Graham Brooks. 

The genesis of modern social problems, — Rev. W. C. 
Selleck. 

Present powers of self-help of working-men, — Rev. William 
I. Nichols. 

Labor reform movements and organized charity, — Mrs. 
.Spencer. 

The true ideal of the State, — Rev. C. F. Dole. 

Reforms most needed at the present time, — Edwin D. Mead. 

Temperance and labor problems, — Rev. Mary Traffem 
Whitney. 

Moral forces in labor reform. — William M. Salter. (Leader 
of Ethical Society of Phila.) 

Profit-sharing, one step toward the better way, — William 
H. Spencer. 

Wage-earning women and labor interests, — Mrs. Fanny 
Purdy Palmer. (Factory and Shop Inspector of Rhode 
Island.) 

The higher police force, — Mrs. Spencer. 



112 HISTORY OF BELL STREET CHAPEL. 

The ethics of Trade Unions, — Mrs. Spencer. 

The ethics of strikes. — Rev. Paul R. Frothingham. 

Industrial arbitration and conciliation, — Mrs. Josephine 
Shaw Lowell. 

Co-operation; enforced, unconscious and voluntary, — Mrs. 
Spencer. 

Personal character the basis of social uplift, — Mrs. Spencer. 

The church as a centre of social uplift, — Rev. John W. Day. 

This series of discourses was accompanied by Friday 
evening meetings when the topics presented the pre- 
vious Sunday were informally and freely debated. 

In 1896-97 a special series was given which was de- 
voted to the consideration of "The Bible as Literature", 

as follows : 

Introductory by Mrs. Spencer, The sacred literature of the 
world. 

How our Bible grew, — William H. Spencer. 

Teachers of ancient Israel, — C. F. Kent, Ph. D., Professor 
of Biblical History in Brown University. 

Three discourses on the Poems of Job, and poems of the 
God-man in sacred literature, by Mrs. Spencer. 

Buddha and his teaching, by Prof. Lanman of Harvard 
University. 

The prophetic hope, by Prof. Crawford H. Toy of Harvard 
University. 

Teachers of the New Testament, by Othello Cone, Ph. D. 
(Author of "Gospel Criticism and Historical Christianity".) 

The Talmud, by Rabbi David Blaustein, of Congregation 
of Sons of Israel and David. 

How the New Testament grew, by Rev. William H. 
Spencer. 

Two discourses by Mrs. Spencer upon The literary beauties 
of our Bible. 

This series was followed by four discourses upon 
great books inspired by the Bible or by Christian the- 
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ology, — two upon Dante by Mrs. Susan Burrill Bangs 
and two upon Milton and Bunyan by Mrs. Spencer. 

This season was distinguished by the presence and 
discourse in the chapel pulpit of Anagarika H. Dhar- 
mapala of Ceylon, the general secretary of the Maha* 
Bodhi Society of India and the official representative of 
the Buddhists of Ceylon at the World's Parliament 
of Religions in Chicago. (A collection was taken for 
the benefit of the Maha-Bodhi Society, — the object of 
which is to encourage a sympathetic interchange of 
thought between Buddhists and Christians). This year 
the custom of having a "Class in Religious Enquiry" 
was inaugurated as a means of special preparation for 
joining the Society of Bell Street Chapel, and the sec- 
ond Sunday of May was set apart as "Membership 
Sunday" for the more formal reception of members. 

In 1897-98 a special series was given which was de- 
voted to the presentation of "Christian Origins", as 
follows : 

Rev. Willard C. Selleck gave two lectures on The 
genesis and early development of Christianity, and 
Dr. Lewis G. Janes, Director of the "Cambridge School 
of Comparative Religion", gave five discourses upon: 
Preparations for Christianity in Palestine and the 
Roman Empire; The religion of Jesus; The Chris- 
tianity of Paul; The Alexandrian or Greek theology; 
The apostolic age and martyr period ; Christianity the 
State religion, and the conflict of the creeds. 

This series was followed by one upon "Great Leaders 
and Epochs of Christian History", of which Mrs. 
Spencer gave five, which related to Ambrose, Jerome 
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and Augustine ; Leo the Great ; St. Benedict ; Gregory 
the Great; and Charlemagne. Mrs. Lillie Chace 
Wyman spoke upon Chrysostom and Rev. Margaret 
Barnard upon Savonarola. The series closed with 
three lectures by Edwin D. Mead upon Luther; The 
English Commonwealth, and Bradford and Winthrop. 

In 1898-99 a special series was given upon 

**THE MORAL REFORMS OF THE DAY," 

AS FOLLOWS : 

Humane Education, by Mrs. Ellen C. Morse, member of 
education committee of Massachusetts Federation of Women's 
Clubs. 

Vivisection, by Dr. Albert Leffingwell, secretary of the 
American Society for the Regulation of Vivisection. 

Temperance work for liberal societies, by Rev. R. W. Boyn- 
ton, secretary of the Unitarian Church Temperance Society. 

The Report of the Committee of Fifty upon the liquor 
problem, by Mrs. Spencer. 

The proposed revised Constitution of Rhode Island, by 
^Sidney A. Sherman. 

The ethics of the land question, by Mrs. Spencer. 

The Single Tax, by Mr. C. B. Fillebrown. 

The unity of moral effort, by Mrs. Spencer. 

.Social Purity, by Bishop McVickar and others. 

Five of the above lectures were given on Sunday 
afternoon and five on Friday evenings, and the whole 
was made a continuous course of instruction in modem 
reformatory movements with opportunity for free dis- 
cussion at the week-day meetings. 

This series was followed by a course of seven lectures 
upon The Faiths We Cherish, and another of five upon 
The Conduct of Life, by Mrs. Spencer. 
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Exercises in connection with the anniversary 
OF THE Opening of Bell Street Chapel. 

The year 1899-1900 marked the tenth anniversary of 
the dedication of the chapel and the first special series 
of the season was devoted to a celebration of the first 
decade of the movement. At the annual meeting of 
May, 1899, it was voted to try the experiment during 
the next season of holding the regular Sunday services 
in the morning instead of the afternoon, which had 
been the custom from the beginning. In view of that 
fact the meetings celebrating the chapel anniversary 
were held at both morning and evening hours, Mrs. 
Spencer giving five discourses on the Sunday mornings 
of November 19th and 26th, and of December 3d, loth 
and 17th, 1899, upon various phases of "Ten years of 
chapel life and work", and the five evenings of those 
Sundays being devoted to special and appropriate sub- 
jects by speakers from abroad, as follows : — 

First, The closing Century, by Edwin D. Mead; second, 
Growth in Civic Virtues : The Consumers' conscience, by Prof. 
J. Q. Dcalcy of Brown University, and Mrs. Florence Kelly 
of the "Consumers' League"; third, (the special chapel anni- 
versary), Fellowship Meeting, addressed by Hon. Rathbone 
Gardner, Rev. Augustus M. Lord, and others; fourth. Ad- 
vance in care of the unfortunate, by Prof. Henry B. Gardner 
of Brown University, and Rev. W. C. Selleck; fifth, A pro- 
phetic outlook toward the Twentieth Century, by Rev. Fred- 
crick A. Hinckley, of the Spring Garden Unitarian Church of 
Philadelphia. 

LETTERS FROM FRIENDS OF THE CHAPEL MOVEMENT. 

On the special anniversary of the chapel opening 
Mrs. Spencer read letters from many persons who 
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took the opportunity, when responding to her invita- 
tion to be present at the exercises of that occasicxi, to 
write respecting their feeling for the work of Bell 
Street Chapel. 

A few extracts given below will show the character 
of these messages received from those unable to per- 
sonally join in the celebration. One wrote : "I cannot 
tell what Bell Street Chapel has been to me, — an in- 
spiration to high thought and noble endeavor beyond 
price". 

Another, one who served the chapel as Sunday school 
teacher and on important committees before leaving the 
city for residence in New York City, writes : "I cherish 
fond memories of the friends of Bell Street Chapel. 
When I am asked for a story by my little home scholar, 
a happy little woman of four, I often tell her of these 
pleasant memories, especially of my class of little girls 
with their bright faces and loving ways". Another, 
a young man not a resident of Providence who came 
to the chapel as often as possible even from Boston and 
Fall River, wrote : "It is always with a feeling of joy 
that I recall the Sundays spent at the Bell Street 
Chapel and the inspiration I received there. The ser- 
vices I attended — few though they were — have re- 
mained with me these years, and have I believe become 
a part of my life. I trust that the next ten years of the 
Chapel life and work will be as full of usefulness as I 
am sure the last ten years have been". 

Another, a woman of great public usefulness, wrote : 
"I am happy to respond to your note of invitation with 
congratulations to Bell Street Chapel and to you, its 
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minister, on this tenth anniversary ; and with this con- 
gratulation to express my allegiance to the forms of 
endeavor into which you have shaped the noble 
thoughts which filled the mind of the chapel's founder". 

Another, a woman of mature thought and one 
whose early training was in an older form of faith, 
wrote : "I appreciated the chapel at once. I felt great 
loneliness when I could no longer be one of the ortho- 
dox church-goers and the first visit to Bell Street 
Chapel made me feel at home. I can never tell how 
uplifting and strengthening the 'Orders of Service' 
have been; and the social side of the movement has 
been very pleasant indeed. Best of all, however, has 
been the inspiration of the thoughts which I have 
heard expressed there, which met mine and carried 
them on". 

Another, a young woman of great culture and of 
ideal consecration of life, and who has served the 
chapel movement in many ways with rare devotion 
and usefulness, wrote: "There haCS been nothing in 
my life during the last few years which has given me 
so much constant inspiration as the chapel meetings. 
I speak for myself, but I am sure that many others 
have found the same quickening response of sympathy 
with subjects they had neither the time nor the wisdom 
to master for themselves. To see present life truly, 
and the history making itself today in its real signifi- 
cance, is a power never perfected even in the greatest ; 
but to approach to such insight is I believe the greatest 
thing which can come to any one and gives the surest 
guidance to a noble use of life. To this the chapel 
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meetings, which have shown us the best sides of many 
movements has contributed ; and has thus helped us to 
correct our own perspective (so apt to be influenced 
unduly by personal feeling and condition), by a glimpse 
of what is vital in outside thought and current life. 
Not that such good would have come from merely a 
kaleidoscopic view of many thoughts and events: it is 
the unity of thought which has underlain, and the 
central mind which has never allowed the great speak- 
ers and the great thoughts to remain isolated stars in 
our memories, which have made the chapel years cycles 
of golden experience to some of us". 

Another, a young man who has served as worker in 
"social settlements", wrote: "I like to think of the 
great opportunity which the chapel has for social work 
in the fact that it is not bound to one form. It seems 
to me it can reach out and touch helpfully the neigh- 
boring life, creating a larger hearted and more whole- 
some public spirit". 

In addition to these and many other personal mes- 
sages from those who had been members of the society 
or congregation of the chapel, letters from distin- 
guished workers in similar lines elsewhere added in- 
terest to the anniversary exercises. Rev. Charles 
Gordon Ames sent a message of regret that his health 
would not permit his sharing in person "the lovely and 
lively occasion" to which he was invited. 

Rev. Jenkin Lloyd Jones, the enthusiastic leader of 
a kindred independent movement. All Soul's Church, 
in Chicago, wrote as follows : 
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"My dear friend and sister: — Congratulations to 
your people on your happy anniversary. I have 
watched the growth of your society from the beg^- 
ning, and have always believed in the prophetic char- 
acter of your work and the potency of your position. 
Your independency contains the heart of fellowship. 
Once the independent position could be interpreted by 
most people as an attitude of opposition to all other 
churches. Now it begins to be seen that it is an attitude 
of hospitality toward all forms of religious organiza- 
tion. We cannot belong to any one because we belong 
to every one. You, also, at the Bell Street Chapel, 
heard early the call of the humanities as the best in- 
terpreters of the divinities. In trying to apply religion 
to the problems of the space and time in which you 
are placed you began unwittingly to lay the founda- 
tions of the new cathedral, that is to represent the 
inspirations of the new and ever old holy catholic 
church, the catholic church of humanity, which in- 
cludes the Catholic Church of Rome and all the rest 
of them. 

"Dear friends, Chicago is a great way off from 
Providence, but not so great but that the spirit may 
bridge the chasm. All Soul's Church puts out its hand 
to the workers of Bell Street Chapel. We bid you God- 
speed ! Here's amen to the good work done and hail 
to the good work to do ! 

"Cordially and faithfully yours, 

"Jenkin Lloyd Jones.'^ 



Dr. Lewis G. Janes, the President of the Free Reli- 
gious Association of America, and one of the most 
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important workers for the "Liberal Congress of Reli- 
gion", wrote as follows: 

"My dear Mrs. Spencer: — I congratulate you on 
the termination of ten years of useful and successful 
work at Bell Street Chapel. Yet more, I congratulate 
my native city on the possession of this vital centre 
of beneficent activities. Most of all, may we not ex- 
change mutual congratulations on the marvellous 
growth of the spirit of Free Religion, which, with 
mutual respect for intellectual differences, finds a basis 
for fellowship transcending sectarian limitations in 
common ethical aspirations, and in united service for 
common social ends. 

"Into this larger fellowship of the spirit the noblest 
souls of every denomination today are entering. On 
it, I cannot doubt, they will build the Church of the 
Future in which shall be realized that ideal of universal 
brotherhood the fulfilment of which has been vainly 
sought in assent to verbal formulas. 

"To have been a pioneer in this great movement 
toward a larger and more fundamental unity is to win 
the reward which follows all faithful service for human 
weal; and for this also I heartily congratulate your 
society and yourself. 

"Lewis G. Janes.''* 

♦Dr. Janes was a helpful friend of the chapel movement 
from the beginning, and his sudden death, while in the prime 
of life and useful labor, in September, 1901, was felt as a 
personal loss by the chapel management and members of the 
society. 
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The following are extracts from the anniversary 
sermon given by Mrs. Spencer, December 3d, 1889 : — 

"Ten years ago when this chapel was dedicated the 

newspaper account of the next day was headed in large 

type 'Love to God and Love to Man'. This showed 

that the reporter rightly distinguished the keynote of 

the occasion and put the master impulse of the purpose 

then proclaimed into words of sacred meaning. To 

this ideal we have tried to be faithful." 

* * * * 

"Had the presence of this chapel meant an intensifi- 
cation of sectarian competition in a city already full 
of churches I should not have become your servant in 
this place. Had it meant only one more church, all, 
like itself, struggling for recognition and support, one 
more church so much like all the rest that it could have 
no distinctive value, I should not have wished it to be 
inaugurated ; especially in a locality where almost every 
resident was already a church attendant and no one 
had asked that a new religious organization should 
establish itself in the neighborhood. I believe, how- 
ever, that a prophetic word has had utterance at Bell 
Street Chapel, one which places a deeper emphasis on 
the universal and the eternal in religion than is gen- 
erally heard. K this be so although the ideal be but 
poorly realized, it is worth striving to express. We 
have today no story of great achievement to proclaim ; 
no definite results in the building up of an impressive 
institution of which to boast. This chapel has been 
for the most part simply an influence, — a pervasive, 
educational, influence in the community. As such it 
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has made for freer thought; for a more harmonious 
blending of reverent worship and rational judgement 
in religious concerns; for open mindedness toward 
new movements and new revelations of truth ; for sin- 
cere and earnest espousal of the 'right that needs as- 
sistance' and fearless denunciation of 'the wrong that 
needs resistance' ; for hospitality and for democracy in 
social life. As such an influence it has strengthened 
all good things rather than won large membership or 
individual power for itself. The honey sipped here 
has generally gone into other hives to add to the 
wealth of other churches or social organizations. For 
every one who has learned to call this place home, and 
has pledged to it exclusive devotion of service, at least 
a hundred of those frequently attending our meetings 
have gone on wearing as of old the church label of 
childhood faith, or simply received and made no sign, 
as do those for many years unchurched who have 
ceased to care for a religious home. Yet if, as we 
dare believe, our word has been a light-bringer, and our 
atmosphere that of the heights of being, these all have 
worked more and better in their several ways for this 
movement. This is peculiarly our mission, I can but 
feel, not to gather in much but to scatter broadly. This 
is a loss, but it is a gain as well. To give more than 
we receive, to minister to those not of our own house- 
hold of faith and sow our seed where we cannot reap 
a selfish harvest, — could we ask a higher privilege? 
Yet it is not in human nature to be quite content that 
so large a share of the fruits of our labor should be 
gathered into other's barns. The chapel needs, all 
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liberal churches need, and very few have for support- 
ers those who really belong to such association. The 
pull of social prestige which always lingers with the 
old and established, the pressure of family affection 
which makes it seem only right to 'go where father 
and mother go', 'the immense worldly advantage of 
being orthodox', as one shrewd person puts it, — these 
things keep many in ancient ways who if they would 
act out their deepest convictions would come into more 
liberal relationships. We can serve our day and gen- 
eration and help tide over a difficult place in religious 
growth, however, if we are not 'popular', and for this 

we should give thanks". 

♦ * ♦ * 

"This has not been a 'Church of the Heavenly Rest' 
during the last ten years, but rather a church of the 
earthly striving. We have tried to be an association 
for social service as well as a body of worshippers. 
The new social consciousness of our time has shown 
itself in three ways: — first, in refitting charity to the 
ideals of modem social science; second, in applying 
methods of social reform to bad conditions which sur- 
round the less fortunate individual lives ; and third, in 
seeking to find remedies for the cramping and hurtful 
circumstances, which, in the case of so many wage- 
earners, attend the present industrial order. 

"The old salvation was a personal one, — 'Believe and 
thou shalt be saved'. The new salvation is a social 
one, 'Believe, and do, and share, and the Kingdom of 
Heaven shall come for all upon the earth'. We have 
set our faith upon this new socialized conception of 
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religion, while trying not to lose sight of the worth 
and power of the individual life. To this end we have 
called to instruct and inspire us in every-day service 
for personal and social betterment nearly three hun- 
dred different persons, men and women, many of whom 
were masters in some high art of living or of teaching, 
and all of whom had some special message of import- 
ance to give. In all our ten years' life we have 

"Nothing human alien deemed, . 

Nor disesteemed 
Man's meanest claim upon us". 

"We have therefore felt that everything which con- 
cerned the higher welfare of humanity was religious 
in essence and could be treated as a part of the highest 
religious ideal ; — from sanitary science to political puri- 
fication and from the wrongs of the child laborer in a 
factory of Rhode Island or the south, to the question of 
whether nations should settle disputes by peaceful and 
legal methods, or by bloodshed and rapine. Yet in this 
outward activity we have tried not to lose sight 
of the most wonderful fact in human experience, the 
fact that man can picture his ideal ^perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing' ; that he can see that which he would 
become, even. when no light shines upon the pathway 
of his endeavor ; that he can bid his ideal 'Wait there' 
in the heaven of his own faith 'to invite him as he 
climbs'; and that this, his dream of perfection, hath 
potency and power unknown to mortal weakness ! This 
is religion, to have and hold with sure trust and hope 
the best that is to be, as it is today, and ever has been, 
in 'the Eternal not ourselves that makes for righteous- 
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ness'. This we have worshipped, and with this we 
have comforted one another as we worked". 

"We have lost many of our friends and helpers by 
the way, an unusually large number for so small a 
company. Ten of the most prominent members of 
the society have died during these first ten years and 
over forty of those to whom your resident minister 
was their only pastor, and who were more or less ac- 
tively associated in our work here". 

^p ^F ^F ^F 

"We have walked an independent but not an an- 
tagonistic or a lonely road. We have been helped and 
heartened with great generosity and kindness, by many 
not of our way of thinking ; and we have been honored 
by being included in many union services and non- 
sectarian undertakings, and have been glad to fellow- 
ship all who would allow us to do so. We have not 
lived up to our great opportunity, but we have tried 
in straightforward fashion to make the bequest of our 
friend, the founder of this chapel movement, a vital 
and a useful part of the life of our city. May we do 
more and better in the future" ! 

A second special series, beginning January 7th, 1900, 
and closing March 25th was given, which was devoted 
to illustrating the movement of thought and life in 
the Nineteenth Century. It included the following 
discourses : 

Changes in religious ideals as shown by popular novels, by 
Mrs. Spencer. 
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The movement of philosophic thought, by Walter Goodnow 
Everett, Ph. D., Professor of Philosophy and Natural Theology 
in Brown University. 

The intellectual awakening of women in the closing cen- 
tury, by Mrs. Spencer, and Mrs. Judith Andrews. 

Great pictures of the century, by Charlotte Susanne Tilling- 
hast. 

Great poems of the century, by Harry Lyman Koopman, 
A. M., Librarian of Brown University. 

Education in the closing century, by Mrs. Spencer. 

The scientific movement of the century, by Alexander 
Meiklejohn, Ph. D., of the Philosophical Department, Brown 
University. 

Great leaders of the century, by Mrs. Spencer. 

Religious reformers of the century, by William H. Spencer. 

Religion in the Twentieth century, by Rev. Edward A. 
Horton, President of the Unitarian Sunday School Society. 

In 1900-1901 a special series was given which was 
devoted to a presentation of the history, faith and 
growth of the "Great Sects of Protestant Christen- 
dom", especially in the nineteenth century and in our 
own country. 

(The list of topics and speakers printed in the cir- 
cular announcement of this series had especial value 
to the student as suggesting by its quotations some of 
the important writers and books which have dealt with 
the subject, and it is therefore reproduced here, as 
follows : — ) 

Two introductory sermons to give historic background: — 

January 20th — Luther and the Reformation: or the first 
Declaration of Independence in the Christian Church, 
by Mrs. Spencer. 
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"The Just shall live by Faith." 

"There is a dispute as to whether Luther belonged to the 
Reformation or the Reformation belonged to Luther. It is a 
useless question. The work of one great man cannot be separ- 
ated from humanity, but if any man's personality was ever 
prominent in any great crisis, it was Luther's." — Phillips 
Brooks. 



"The leaders of the Reformation meant by free enquiry the 
right of everyone to open the Bible and read there what they 
themselves read in it. They meant nothing more ; but all their 
authority could not prevent the doctrine of free enquiry from 
bearing its true fruit, — from setting free the conscience and 
creating the individual." — Dr. Charles Borgeaud. 

January 27th — Our Debt to Zwingli, Calvin, Knox and 
Chalmers: or the Republic of Presb3rterianism, by Mrs. 
Spencer. 

"These shall go away into eternal punishment; but the 
righteous into eternal life." 

"Zwingli — a clearer-headed man than Luther and of a more 
fraternal spirit." — ^J. H. Allen. 

"In an age and in a country which called for a reaction 
toward simple Christianity, Calvin succeeded because he was 
the most Christian man of his generation." — Ernest Renan. 

"Knox is the one Scotchman of all others, to whom his 
country and the world owe a debt. He bared his heart to the 
battle; he had a right sore fight, but he won it." — ^Thomas 
Carlyle. 

"The glorious work of Chalmers in his Glasgow parish of 
twenty thousand souls — grand proof of what one live, strong 
man can do for men." — ^J. H. Allen. 

February 3d — Congregationalism: or Democracy in Religion, 
by the Rev. Frederick B. Pullan, pastor of the Pilgrim 
Congregational Church. 
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" We have one Master, Christ, and all we are brethren." 

"True Christians are united into a companie or number of 
believers who by a willing covenant made with their God place 
themselves under the government of God and of Christ, keep- 
ing the Divine law in a holy communion/' — Robert Brown, the 
Founder of Congregationalism. 

'The defeat of Presbyterianism meant in politics the defeat 
of parliamentary monarchy,^ and in religion the end of a na- 
tional church : and consequently of compulsory matters of con- 
science. The triumph of Independency was the triumph of 
democracy and toleration." — Dr. Borgeaud. 

February loth — ^The Episcopal Church, by Prof. Lorenzo 
Sears, of Brown University. (An ordained clergyman 
of the Episcopal Church.) 

'Let all things be done decently and in order." 

The struggle between the principle of religious conformity 
and religious freedom is far from being ended yet." — ^J. R. 
Green. 

"Historical continuity is a possession beyond all price; the 
inheritance of a great past is a fact of unalterable power. It 
appeals to all men in whom the imaginative and poetic faculties 
are developed." — H. C. Shuttleworth, of King's College. 

February 17th — ^The Baptist Faith, by Rev. Dr. Thomas D. 
Anderson, Pastor of the Central Baptist Church. 

"Buried with him ,in baptism, wherein also are ye risen 
with Him !" 

"Christianity for centuries might be labelled 'Humanist in 
root, Protestant in bole,' its first branch Puritan, its second 
Separatist, its third Independent, its fourth Baptist. And not 
Baptist because he of that branch makes much of Baptism, but 
because he makes little. His emphasis is on the inward and 
ethical preparation for the rite, a faith in the Lord Jesus, a 
conscious act, requiring intelligence, involving will, not possible 
to a babe." — ^John Clifford. 
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Fcbruaiy 24th — The Methodist Church, by Rev. Dr. Samuel 
M. Dick, Pastor of the Mathewson Street Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

'•Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." 

"Come with us and we will do you good." 

"The Methodists themselves were the least result of the 
Methodist revival; its action upon the Church broke the 
lethargy of the clergy, made the absentee rector impossible, and 
it awoke in the nation at large a new moral enthusiasm." — ^J. R. 
Green. 

"Christianity is not an authoritative dogma to be taught and 
submitted to, but a life of spiritual union with God, in His son, 
Jesus Christ, so that one is conscious that sin is forgiven."—- 
Mrs. Sheldon Amos. 

March 3d — The Society of Friends, by Augustine Jones, of 
the Friends' School. 

" The Light that lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world." 

"I was commanded to turn people to that inward Light, 
Spirit and Grace, by which all might know their salvation, and 
their way to God; even that Divine Spirit which would lead 
them into all truth." — George Fox. 

"The Light of Christ within us, as God's gift for man's 
salvation, is the great Fundamental of our Religion." — ^William 
Penn. 

March loth — The Universalist Faith, by Rev. Dr. Henry 
Irving Cushman, Pastor of the First Universalist 
Church. 

"Not willing that any should perish." 

" We believe that there is one God, whose nature is Love, 
revealed in one Lord, Jesus Christ, by one Holy Spirit of 
Grace, who will finally restore the whole family of mankind to 
holiness and happiness." — "Profession of Universalist Faith," 
in 1803. 
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"We can but trust that good will fall, 

At last — far off — ^at last to all, 

And every winter end in spring." 

— ^Tennyson. 

March 17th — ^The Unitarian Movement, by Mrs. Spencer. 

"One God and Father of all; in Whom we live and move 
and have our being." 

"The man who has faith in the unfolding of the human 
spirit as the great purpose of God, possesses the secret of the 
universe." — Channing. 

"The love of truth is the piety of the intellect."— Theodore 
Parker. 

" Religion is the right attitude of the finite soul to the 
Infinite, the straining from within the shadows to the far-off 
Light, the devotion of goodness still immature and precarious 
towards the Perfect and Eternal." — Martineau. 

"Christ," some one says, "was human as we are." 

"Well, then, for Christ," thou answerest, "Who can care?" 

So answerest thou; but why not rather say, 

" Was Christ a man like us ? Ah I let us try 

If we then, too, can be such men as He!" 

— Matthew Arnold. 

March 24th — Christian Unity and Church Co-Operation, by 
Rev. Willard C. Selleck, Pastor of the Church of the 
Mediator ( Universal ist ) . 

"The manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for 
the good of all." 

"The idea of human fraternity, a fraternity of faiths as well 
as of races, is to be a potent factor in writing the creeds of the 
future and in moulding the work of all the faiths and 
churches." — William J. Potter. 

"When churches have learned to co-operate, then they will 
learn to act together for human welfare. For such co-opera- 
tion it is not necessary to wait until all can think alike. If in 
essentials there is unity, in non-essentials, liberty, in all things 
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charity, the churches will be able to work together and thus 
become transformed from a Christian mob into the army of 
the living God." — ^Josiah Strong, of the Evangelical Alliance. 
"Why should it not be that all these religions and churches 
which have so much in common should sink their differences 
and find a common ground of action in the interest of man< 
kind?" — Prince Wolskonsky, of Russia, (a delegate to the 
World's Parliament of Religions and member of the Greek 
Church). 

March 31st — ^The World-wide Fellowship of Faith, by Mrs. 
Spencer. 

"And all shall know Him from the least unto the greatest." 
"He hath not left Himself without a witness." 

"A new Catholicity has dawned upon the world. All 
religions are now recognized as essentially Divine. They rep- 
resent the different angles at which man looks at God. The 
old intolerance has disappeared and the old indifference, which 
succeeded it, has well-nigh disappeared also. The new 
tolerance of faith recognizes as Divine all the creeds which 
have enabled men to overcome their bestial appetites with 
visions of things spiritual and eternal." — The Universal Re- 
view. 

"To speak truly, there never has been in the world but one 
religion ; which is the aspiration of man toward the Infinite and 
Perfect." — A. Coquerel. 

"Diversity of worship divides the human race, — from among 
all their dogmas I select one — Divine Love." — Omar Kheyam. 

"Let us unite to uprear the true Church. No nation, no 
sect ought to be excluded, for through each God has spoken 
and in each some form of truth is deposited in the flow of 
ages." — Keshub Chundcr Sen. (Founder of the Brahma Somaj 
of India.) 

"To build the Universal Church 
Lofty as is the love of God, 
And ample as the wants of men." 

— ^Longfellow. 
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In 1901-02 a special series was given which was 
devoted to a presentation of "Internationalism" in its 
religious, its ethical, its industrial, its political and its 
social aspects, as follows :— 

Introductory discourse on The new World-con- 
sciousness, by Mrs. Spencer. 

The International co-operation of Young People's 
Religious Unions, presented by representatives of the 
Young Men's Christian Association, the Young 
Women's Christian Association and the Christian En- 
deavor Societies. 

The World Kingdom as it appears to a world trav- 
eler, lecture by Rev. Dr. John Henry Barrows, Presi- 
dent of Oberlin College and former President of the 
World's Parliament of Religions. 

The Unitarian Mission in Japan, by Rev. Clay Mac- 
Cauley, who represented the American Unitarian As- 
sociation for many years in Japan. 

The Free Religious Association of America and its 
prophecy of world unity, by Col. Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson, for many years its President and one of its 
original founders. 

Mrs. Spencer then spoke of the World's Parliament 
of Religions as a realization of ''the unity of the spirit 
in the bond of peace". 

The International aspects of the Ethical Culture 
Movement, by Mr. Percival Chubb, Editor of the 
Ethical Record. 

The International Council of Unitarian and other 
liberal thinkers and workers, by Rev. Dr. Samuel 
McChord Crothers, of Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
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The portion of the series devoted to the religious 
aspects of internationalism was followed by a lecture 
upon the Ethics of Race Relationship, by Senorita 
Carolina Huidobro of Boston, formerly of Chile, South 
America. 

Edwin D. Mead, and his wife, Lucia Ames Mead, 
spoke on the political and peace aspects of the subject ; 
and Mrs. Spencer closed the series with an address on 
How the world grows together. 

The series noted above was given in the evening and 
in addition Mrs. Spencer gave an opportunity for all 
who wished to attend a special afternoon service on 
the same Sundays and gave a course of informal talks 
upon Tlie Bible, as follows : — 

I. The true chronological order of the Bible books 
and the most ancient fragments of its writings, — 1320- 
800 B. C. 

II. Prophetic and contemporaneous literature, 800- 
500 B. C. 

III. The age of Priestly authors, 500-200 B. C. 

IV. Apocryphal and Apocalyptic literature, 200 
B. C. — loo A. D. 

V. The Messianic hope, and the national back- 
ground of the life of Jesus. 

Summary of the twelve years and a half, from De- 
cember first, 1889, to June 15th, 1902, inclusive: — 

Discourses by Mrs. Spencer, 359; discourses by ex- 
changes with Mrs. Spencer, 52 ; discourses by outside 
speakers, in special series, 126. Total of Sunday ser- 
vices held in afternoon, morning and evening, 537. 



134 HISTORY OF BELL STREET CHAPEU 

THE PREPARATION AND PUBLICATION OF ORDERS 

OF Service for Public worship at 
Bell Street Chapel. 

The resident minister has prepared thirty-three of 
these devotional services, each containing selections for 
reading, responsive services to be read by minister and 
people, hymns with both words and music, musical 
responses and an invocation. The material was drawn 
largely from the Old and New Testament of our Bible, 
but selections were included, also, from the sacred writ- 
ings of the Hindoo, the Buddhist, and other scriptures, 
from the devout thinkers of many ages and countries 
(including modem poets) whose words have not been 
canonized by any church but are luminous with inspira- 
tion to duty and with trust in the Divine. 

These services were at first published singly in slips, 
and in 1896, when the collection was complete, were 
bound in book form with some additional readings and 
hymns. 

The book contains eighty hymns and tunes, many 
of them those most prized and most familiar in the 
hymnology of the Christian Church, and twenty mu- 
sical responses of proved and permanent musical value. 
The following is the list of subjects of these Services : 

Our Church Life (Consecration and membership service). 

The Father. 

Aspiration. 

Gratitude and Trust. 

Penitence, Sorrow and Trust. 

Character in Religion. 

Fellowship in Religion. 
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The Conduct of Life 

Immortality. 

The Golden Rule. 

Kindness to Animals. 

Thanksgiving. 

The Social Ideal. 

Wisdom. 

Sympathy. 

Justice. 

Patriotism. 

Saints, Sages and Seers. 

Freedom and Sincerity. 

Faith. 

Manhood and Womanhood. 

Childhood. 

The Home Life. 

Temperance. 

Education. 

Self-Control. 

Growth: Life's Discipline. 

Conscience: the Higher Law. 

Work (with twelve-page collection of hymns and songs 
suitable for young people's meetings.) 

Jesus (with two sets of responsive services, one especially 
suitable for Christmas.) 

Nature. 

The One in All. 

Common Blessings. 

Hundreds of these Services, printed singly, have 
been distributed, and have thus formed part of 
the chapel propaganda, and the published book 
has been circulated quite widely in response to 
requests from different parts of this country and 
from abroad. An Episcopal clergyman of England, 
interested in the Services by seeing the one which 



136 HISTORY OF BELL STREET CHAPEL. 

shows the different forms of "The Golden Rule" given 
in many sacred writings, asked for a full set. Many 
persons of conservative as well as radical belief have 
been glad to see brought together in this form some 
of the best thoughts of the world's sages and poets. 
The Services on "Education" and on "Childhood", 
have been used at large teachers' gatherings in two 
"Institutes of Instruction". The Service on "Work", 
with its songs of good cheer, has served at least two 
labor organizations and three clubs of young people 
for social meetings. The services on "Manhood and 
Womanhood", "Temperance", and "Patriotism" have 
also been used by others than the chapel congregation. 
The more distinctively religious Orders of Service, 
however, have been most used and prized by those 
for whom the book was primarily compiled, and these 
have proved worthy channels for the expression of 
that religious sentiment which is the heart of religious 
organization.'*' 



THE MUSIC OF THE SUNDAY SERVICES. 

This has been continuously under the direction of 
Miss Garlin during the years recorded in this history, 
and has been held throughout to the lines first inau- 
gurated as a part of the devotional services. The 
special features of the choir work have been great 

♦When the services were published in book form the 
trustees of the chapel fund presented Mrs. Spencer with the 
plates on which they were stereotyped, and she copyrighted 
the book as her personal property. 
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carefulness to keep words and music appropriate to 
the dignity and spirituality of the religious ideal pro- 
fessed at the chapel, particular attention to the moral 
character of those chosen to be admitted to the choir 
privileges, a large provision for personal and collective 
training in return for the service rendered by the choir 
members and a general unity of purpose and harmony 
of musical expression possible only where one director 
has full charge of both the training of the single voices 
and the choir practice. That the educational oppor- 
tunity thus afforded has been of use is proved by the 
fact that the chapel choir has graduated its singers 
into many positions of importance in the church work 
of the city and in other places. That the interests of 
the chapel services were not sacrificed thereby is in- 
dicated by the fact that, although but a very small ap- 
propriation could be made for this part of the chapel 
work, during most of the years the principal soloists 
and the organist have served the chapel in the after- 
noon and received good salaries for their work else- 
where in churches holding meetings in the morning 
and evening ; thus showing that their merit was recog- 
nized by other congregations. 

The appreciative notices of different branches of the 
chapel work which have cheered the management have 
not been lacking in respect to the music. In the "Ten 
Times One Record" of January ist, 1895, Rev. Edward 
Everett Hale, speaking of the "Lend-a-hand" meeting 
held at Bell Street Chapel a little while before, says: 
"The music was noticeably fine and the congregation, 
led by a choir of young people, sang with spirit" 
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After another union service, in which Col. Thomas 
Wentworth Higginson was a speaker, he praised par- 
ticularly the "dignity and richness of the musical 
compositions used" in the chapel, saying: "They re- 
mind me more of the music used in the churches abroad 
than those sung by most of our choirs here." Many 
others have shown by similar words of commendation 
that the effort to make the chapel music not a "special 
attraction" by itself, but a worthy and integral part of 
a devotional service which was fitted carefully in every 
particular to the main purpose of the movement, had 
been successfully achieved in the judgment of many 
discriminating persons. An extract from the annual 
report of 1896-97 by the resident minister, alluding to 
the work of the choir and their director, will show the 
intent of the management in this portion of the chapel 
work : — 

"In no one thing has the too intense individualism 
and too competitive spirit of Protestantism shown 
itself more clearly than in the corruption of the popular 
ideal regarding the musical part of devotional services 
in church. The music of such services is, or should be, 
only a leading part of the congregational worship ; its 
voices, however beautiful or well-trained, its selections, 
however elaborate or difficult, an adjunct only of the 
whole service, melting into the general thought and 
aspiration expressed by the whole. In too many 
churches of the Protestant faith the choir has become 
a theatre for the display of a 'voice', or of Voices', 
(about which differing opinions usually obtain in the 
congregation, since questions of personal taste have no 
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scientific basis of settlement,) without regard to the 
moral character of the 'performers' or to their sym- 
pathy with the church to which the service is designed 
to minister. The old idea that the choir work is a 
vital part of the devotional service, and its leader a 
church functionary and of necessity one who can un- 
derstand and express the service devoutly, is the true 
idea, and still maintained in faithfulness by many 
Roman Catholic and Episcopal churches and by a few 
of other faiths. To carry out this idea two things are 
necessary : — one that the music shall be under a central 
direction which is in harmony of moral character and 
spiritual attitude with the ministry of the particular 
church served, as well as sufficiently expert in musical 
matters to secure artistic results; and the other that 
there shall be the requisite pecuniary means to enable 
such a choir leader to gain and hold good singers and 
to equip this branch of the church work in a generous 
manner. This has been the ideal in the chapel man- 
agement. That with the very small appropriation for 
music we have at all times been able to maintain the 
standard desired no one would claim: but we have 
so far escaped some of the most common ethical and 
musical disadvantages of many forms of choir ar- 
rangement and have won commendation for this 
feature of our services from many true musicians. We 
may well congratulate ourselves, therefore, that in our 
music, as in other parts of our work, the 'spirit and 
the understanding* have been held as essential ele- 
ments of the right use of our opportunity, and unity of 
purpose and of method have won important results." 
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The director of the choir, in addition to preparation 
for the Sunday work, has g^ven, with the assistance of 
those singing at the chapel from time to time, a Friday 
evening entertainment every year, and several in some 
years, which either illustrated some musical theme or 
epoch of musical history or else gave the folk songs of 
many countries to add variety and charm to literary 
evenings. 



The Pastoral Work of the Resident Minister. 

The following extract from the annual report of 
1899 (which contained a resume of some portions of 
the ten years life of the movement) will sufficiently 
indicate the condition in this important department : — 

"Three forms of service are expected of the modern 
minister, — good preaching, stimulating and well pre- 
pared: able representation of his church in the social 
activities and moral movements of his community: 
and large devotion in pastoral work among his people. 
Few ministers have equal talent in these three direc- 
tions. The "good pastor" is not so apt to be the "able 
preacher", the eminently useful citizen in the com- 
munity is not so apt to be also the builder of the in- 
terior parish life. And even if one has these three 
talents in equal power it is impossible for one person 
to get time enough to excel in each of these lines at 
once. Each minister, therefore, set over a charge, must 
try and see what is most needed in that individual 
place and make that the chief thing, grouping all other 
activities about it as he may. Here at Bell Street 
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Chapel, where there was a g^eat prejudice against an 
extreme radical position to overcome or at least lessen, 
here where there was a large bequest to administer in 
the most publicly useful way possible, here where 
there was no church to start with but only a free 
opportunity to influence and to help, — it was clear to 
the mind of your resident minister that the preaching 
and civic service were the chief things to emphasize. 
We were here commissioned to preach the word of 
truth in pioneer fashion, and that requires study and 
thought. We were here entrusted with a chance to 
do good to the people of Providence in all ways open 
to our ability, and the first thing necessary was to 
make connection with existing institutions which had 
any affinity with our own purpose. To tie our little 
enterprise to forms of moral endeavor and mental 
growth already at work was a necessity if we were to 
live and to help. This has meant so much general 
work in the community for your minister that its de- 
mands, with that of the preparation for the pulpit, 
have left so little time for pastoral work that the parish 
life proper has not been nourished as it might have 
been. No one can realize as keenly as your resident 
minister does, that more calling among families and 
more personal attention to individuals, would have 
conduced to more rapid growth in the membership 
lists and would have held some who have not remained 
with us after the first novelty of acquaintance with 
our work was overpast. Had her conviction been less 
firm that the order of progress in this movement was 
fixed in the nature of things, and required this devotion 
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to pulpit work and to social work to first define the 
movement, and only second in time (however import- 
ant), required pastoral work to build up a society, she 
would have felt that the service rendered the com- 
munity must be sacrificed for the visiting and personal 
work alluded to. Being thus assured, however, that 
our standing in the community must first be estab- 
lished, and then our own interior life developed after 
the likeness of the ideal thus made, she has done all 
she could in the order that has seemed imperative, and 
left undone much that needed doing only a trifle less 
than that which was done. We may well hope that 
now, with our position firmly established, and much of 
the prejudice against our belief nullified by our use- 
fulness as an ethical and educational centre, the future 
may see far more parish-building in this chapel of our 
love.* 



'*'The above extract should not be interpreted as showing 
that there has been neglect of all forms of pastoral work. 
The resident minister has attended a large number of funerals, 
including those of many persons not members of the society 
or congregation of the chapel; has visited many people who 
were sick or in trouble, has helped to the best of her ability 
scores of those who appealed to her in distress, and has made 
many friendly visits among the chapel members and attendants. 
The only failure has been in the formal "parish calls" which, if 
regularly and frequently made, do much to help build up a 
society. 
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The Sunday-School. 

This has been the least satisfactory portion of the 
chapel work in point of numbers reached and held, 
fifty-six being the largest membership list of any year. 
Most of the original members of the chapel society 
and congregation were people of mature age, many 
already aged, and there were very few families with 
children to take advantage of the Sunday-school op* 
portunity. There has been the best possible feeling, 
however, in the school and excellent instruction has 
been given and many who have attended it feel very 
grateful for the existence of the Bell Street Chapel 
Sunday-school. Said a young girl who had entered 
college as a member of one of our classes: "I never 
knew until now how much I had learned in the Sun- 
day- school and Friday meetings of Bell Street Chapel. 
So much is already familiar to me that seems to be 
unknown to many of the class." With the quality of 
our school we have been content, with the quantity we 
could not be. 



Friday Evening Meetings for Business, for 
Social Purposes and for Entertainments. 

The business meetings of the society and those for 
social purposes and entertainment have been well at- 
tended for the most part. The most important points 
of business dealt with have been those pertaining to 
plans of work, to the membership and to the constitu- 
tion and by-laws. The plans of work are shown in 
their results as tabulated in this volume. 
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The Membership 

was summarized in the meeting of May, 1899, which 
celebrated the tenth anniversary of the formation of 
the society, as follows : 

Total number joining the society in the ten years no 

Total number joining the congregation in the ten years. .. 144 

Total of those calling the chapel their church home during 
the ten years 254 

Lost from the society in the ten years : 

Died 9 

Removed from the city 15 

Withdrawn 8 

Total 32 

Lost from the congregation in the ten years: 

Died 28 

Removed from the city 16 

Withdrawn 8 

Total 52 

Total of those calling the chapel their church home 
at the tenth anniversary of the formation of the 
society, 170. 

Mailing list for all regular announcements of 
chapel meetings lectures, etc., 226 addresses, some of 
them including several members of the same family. 
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Business relating to Constitution and 

By-Laws. 

This has been more varied and extensive than in 
most new societies, owing to the unique features of 
relationship existing between the society and the trus- 
tees of the fund under the will of James Eddy of 
which it is the beneficiary. These required to be 
worked out in detail as the society grew, and therefore 
several changes were made in the constitutional pro- 
visions during the first ten years. The constitution 
and by-laws, as amended from time to time, and under 
which the society is now acting, will be found as an 
appendix to this history, at the end of the book. 

At the annual meeting of the society in May, 1900, 
the resident minister addressed important letters of 
recommendation to the committees of the society, the 
suggestions of which may be briefly summarized as 
follows : 

First, that the completion of a decade of life in the 
society should be signalized by a forward movement 
toward more independent and vigorous effort on its 
part through the more effective organization and exe- 
cutive work of its committees. 

Second, that the example of the "Chapel Helpers" 
and of the entertainment committee, who had estab- 
lished each an independent treasury and earned money 
for specific work both for society and for philanthropic 
purposes, might well be followed by the committee on 
practical work and those on Sunday-school and Sun- 
day services, each of which had objects which were 
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distinct, and might attract support from different 
classes of people. 

Third, that in the event of such organization of 
these committees with separate treasuries they should 
each present, at the annual meeting, with their plan 
of work for the following year, an approximate esti- 
mate of expenses for carrying out the same ; that then 
they should ask the society to make appropriation from 
the general treasury for these expenses, and if the 
sum appropriated were not sufficient each committee 
should try to secure, by solicited contributions from 
those interested in their especial work, the sum re- 
quired, and that each committee should keep an ac- 
curate account of the sums received from the general 
treasury, of those raised by themselves, and of all ex- 
penditures. 

Fourth, that in order to secure a larger income for 
the general treasury of the society the custom of 
monthly subscriptions should be re-established: that 
custom having lapsed to a great degree since the in- 
troduction of the contribution boxes, from a mistaken 
idea that the weekly collections were a substitute for 
the card pledges instead of (as was intended) a sup- 
plementary form of giving, — a method of allowing 
those who were not regular attendants to aid the 
movement by an occasional contribution. 

Fifth, in order to facilitate this advance step which 
was suggested, the resident minister offered to con- 
tribute one-tenth of her salary provided the society 
as a whole or through its committees would raise an 
equivalent sum, would adopt this or some other equally 
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effective method of increasing the activity of the so- 
ciety and would release her from the detail work of 
the Friday meetings. 

After consultation the several committees decided 
that they could not assume the responsibility and labor 
suggested, and therefore could not take advantage of 
Mrs. Spencer's offer, but would leave all the work 
of the different departments of the chapel movement 
in her charge as before. 

During the discussion of the matters referred to in 
the recommendations of the resident minister, some 
of the members of the society became especially in- 
terested in the matter of the relation of the society to 
the chapel trust and trustees and in the organization 
of the committees. The result was a movement to 
revise the constitution and by-laws of the society. A 
committee consisting of Hon. Edwin C. Pierce, Robert 
Grieve, Alfred Wilson, Mrs. Anna M. Arnold and 
Mrs. George E. Perkins was appointed at a meeting 
held May nth, 1900, "to examine and report at a 
future meeting of the society concerning a revision of 
the constitution and by-laws of the society, with in- 
structions to make such recommendations as they saw 
fit". At the regular business meeting of March 27th, 
1901, this committee made a report in the form of a 
proposed revised constitution and by-laws ; which was 
read by the secretary as a whole, and later presented, 
article by article, together with explanatory remarks, 
by the chairman of the committee on revision, Mr. 
Pierce; after which the resident minister suggested 
that, as the proposed revision embraced some particu- 



\ 
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lars of great importance and aimed at changes which 
would alter materially the relationship of the society 
to the trustees of the chapel fund, a committee of 
conference should be appointed to lay the matter in- 
formally before the trustees before further action was 
taken. This suggestion was not acted upon. At an 
adjourned meeting, April 19th, 1901, the society fur- 
ther considered the proposed revised constitution and 
by-laws and the resident minister presented a state- 
ment, which she had prepared in response to many 
enquiries from members of the society and congre- 
gation, which showed the "rights and duties of the 
trustees of the Bell Street Chapel fund and the rela- 
tion to them of the Religious Society of Bell Street 
Chapel" as these had been outlined by previous official 
documents both of the trustees and the society, and 
acted upon up to date. A motion was made by Dr. 
Garvin and seconded by Mrs. Perkins of the revision 
committee that a special committee be appointed to 
confer with the trustees on the matters involved. By 
a small majority vote this motion was laid on the table. 
The following announcement was sent to each member 
of the society two weeks before the annual meeting 
of 1901 : — 

REVISION 

OF 

Constitution and By-Laws. 

The annual meeting of the Religious Society of Bell 
Street Chapel will be held Friday, May 3, 1901, at 8 
o'clock p. m., in the chapel. 
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An amendment of the constitution and by-laws in 
the nature of a complete revision thereof, recommended 
by a special committee on such revision thereof, is 
proposed and is pending, and the reasons given by said 
committee for such amendment or revision are "to 
simplify and make more efficient the organization of 
the society". 

Said revision substitutes for Article V. of the con- 
stitution, provisicms that the executive committee shall 
have the management of the affairs of the society, sub- 
ject to the paramount authority of the society, but the 
engagement of or termination of the term of a resident 
minister is reserved to the society. 

The revision also substitutes for all existing pro- 
visions on the subject of the relations of the society 
to the trustees the following provisions: 

"It shall be the duty of the resident minister of the 
society to prepare and present to the board of trustees 
of the Bell Street Chapel fund the detailed account 
in writing of the chapel work for the preceding year 
required by such trustees, and in case at any time 
there shall be no resident minister of the society, it 
shall be the duty of the secretary to prepare and present 
such report." 

"All action had by the society, and all proposed 
action, respecting its by-laws of management, its offi- 
cial statements of purposes, or plans of work, or its 
printed annual reports, or its official leader or minister, 
shall be immediately communicated in writing to the 
board of trustees of the Bell Street Chapel fund, this 
provision being adopted in order that said board may 
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have the information necessary under the 'Outline of 
the relative rights and powers of the trustees of the 
Bell Street Chapel Fund/ adopted by said board." 

Said revision abolishes the committees on Sunday 
services and the committee on finance, and requires 
officers to be elected at the annual meeting without any 
committee on nominations. 

The full text of the revision may be seen on ap- 
plication to the secretary, 

Alfred Wilson. 

Mrs. Arnold and Mrs. Perkins of the revision com- 
mittee signified their desire to be excused from fur- 
ther responsibility for the recommendations of that 
committee, since the changes proposed had been ex- 
plained as more sweeping than they had at first appre- 
hended. At the annual meeting, May 3d, 1901, further 
discussion developed two opposing opinions in the 
society as to the proposed revision; and finally Mr. 
H. L. Koopman offered the following motion, as re- 
corded in the report of the secretary of the society: 
"Moved, that the executive committee of the society 
be appointed to present to the trustees the fact of the 
pending revision of the constitution and by-laws of 
the society as reported by the revision committee, and 
to present to the trustees the arguments brought for- 
ward before the society in favor of the revision, in 
order to bring out the opinion of the trustees on points 
of interest, as well as to confer on any other matters 
that may be important in establishing a mutual under- 
standing between the trustees and the society, and to 
report the result of the conference to the society on the 
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first Friday evening in June". This motion was car- 
ried. Six members of the executive committee, Mr. 
and Mrs. Edwin C. Pierce, Mr. Alfred Wilson, Mr. 
George E. Ball, Mr. H. L. Koopman and Mr. Robert 
Grieve, signed a written communication which was 
prepared in accordance with the motion just quoted, 
and sent it to the trustees. Mr. George E. Whitehead, 
the vice president of the society, sent an independent 
communication indicating his feeling that the proposed 
revision was unwise and imcalled for by the majority 
of the society. At the adjourned meeting June 7th, 
1901, the above-mentioned "communication signed by 
six members of the executive committee and addressed 
to the trustees, was read to the society". Also the 
reply of the trustees in which they stated that "their 
sense of duty and responsibility" in connection with 
the trust, "forbade them to accede to the wishes" of 
the writers of the communication. At the end of the 
discussion which ensued, Robert Grieve moved, and 
Mr. Samuel Ward seconded the motion, that "the 
whole matter be laid on the table indefinitely". Mr. 
Wilson and Mr. Pierce supported the motion and it 
was carried. 

The absorption of interest in the questions relating 
to the proposed revision of the constitution and by- 
laws prevented the usual presentation of plans of work 
for the ensuing year at the annual meeting and ad- 
journed meetings of May and June, 1901. The trus- 
tees not receiving these plans of work at their annual 
meeting made appropriation only for "heating, light- 
ing, janitor service, taxes, repairs of building and 
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special series", and waited for further communications 
from the society before appropriating for the regular 
society work. July ist, 1901, a special meeting of the 
society was held, the business of which is indicated by 
the following extract from the letter addressed im- 
mediately thereafter, by the resident minister, to the 
trustees : — 

"To THE Trustees of the Fund Under the Will of 

James Eddy : 

Dear friends: — On receipt of a communication 
from your secretary, Mr. Alfred Stone, indicating that 
you were waiting for the presentation of plans of work 
for the season of 1901-02 from the Religious Society 
of Bell Street Chapel before making all the annual 
appropriations for the chapel movement, a special 
meeting of the society was called for July first, 1901, 
and was attended by more than a quorum of members. 
Previous meetings of the several committees had been 
held, as far as practicable, and the society reports the 
following general outline of proposed work for the 
ensuing year". Then follows the recommendations of 
the committees on practical work, on Sunday services, 
on Sunday-school and on social meetings, as endorsed 
by the executive committee and the members of the 
society present. Immediately on receipt of this com- 
munication from the resident minister, on behalf of the 
society, the trustees made the appropriations in full 
on the same scale as the previous year. 
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Special Meeting at Call of the resident Min- 
ister TO Consider the Possible represen- 
tation OF THE Religious Society of bell 
Street Chapel at " The National Confer- 
ence OF Unitarian and Other Liberal 
Christian Churches.' 



>> 



On September 20th, 1901, a special meeting of the 
society was held to consider an invitation recently re- 
ceived from the management of the National Unitarian 
Conference to send delegates to the meeting soon to 
be held under its auspices. The courtesy and fraternal 
spirit of the invitation were much appreciated. The 
fact that the chapel movement stood nearer in phil- 
osophical and in ethical position to the Unitarian body 
than to any other sect was dwelt upon. The fact that 
heretofore the chapel movement had felt it better to 
safeguard its independence by holding organic rela- 
tions with the "Liberal Congress of Religion" alone, 
was also emphasized. The change of wording in the 
preamble and constitution of the Unitarian Conference 
was shown to have greatly broadened the basis and 
possible affiliations of that Conference since the begin- 
ning of the chapel movement, and the facts connected 
with the establishment, under the auspices of the 
American Unitarian Association, of an "International 
Conference of Unitarian and other Liberal Religious 
Thinkers and Workers" (a body fellowshiping devout 
men and women of other than Christian faiths) were 
presented, as showing that the Unitarian body as a 
whole is now practically using the free religious basis 
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for its international and for some of its national asso- 
ciation and effort. The majority of the members of 
the society present decided that the chapel movement 
should retain its independence, and not take any action 
that would make it a part of the Unitarian denomina- 
tion; but that the invitation to send delegates to the 
Conference should be accepted (as a similar invitation 
to any other liberal religious body might also properly 
be accepted), and the following vote was passed: — 

"Voted, that we accept the kind invitation of the 
National Conference of Unitarian and other Christian 
Churches to send delegates to the meeting, to be held 
at Saratoga, September 23-26, as an independent so- 
ciety in general sympathy with the spirit and practical 
aims of that body". The resident minister and Mr. 
George E. Ball were chosen as delegates. 

Previous to this action the society had been repre- 
sented officially, as indicated above, only in the meet- 
ings of the "Liberal Congress of Religion" which was 
the outgrowth of the World's Parliament of Religions" 
and which is a non-sectarian body including repre- 
sentative leaders in all Christian denominations and 
also many persons of other than Christian affiliations. 
This connection was not in the least disturbed by the 
action recorded above, and that action did not consti- 
tute the chapel society a "Unitarian church", but only 
brought it into more friendly relationship with the one 
important branch of the Christian church to which 
the chapel movement is most closely allied in spirit and 
in method of work. 
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At a meeting held December 6th, 1901, the resident 
minister, who had heretofore acted also as president 
of the society, indicated that she should not hold that 
position after the termination of the present chapel 
year, as the society should have a lay president as a 
permanent officer and she had only consented to retain 
the position so long because of the peculiar conditions 
which had made it seem desirable in the initial period 
of the work for the agent of the trustees and the resi- 
dent minister to further unify the movement by thus 
leading the society. At a meeting held March 7th, 
1902, the following general officers of the society and 
board of directors were elected: 

President — George H. Hanny. 

Vice-President — George E. Whitehead. 

Secretary — George E. Ball. 

Treasurer — Robert Grieve. 

Directors (constituting with the general officers an 
executive committee) — Mrs. Anna M. Arnold, Mrs. 
Clara Inman Binning, Mr. James Bowie, Mr. H. L. 
Koopman and Mr. George E. Perkins. 



action relating to a change of resident 

Minister. 

At the regular business meeting of March 28th, 
1902, Mrs. Spencer resigned her position as resident 
minister of the society on the ground of imperative 
need for rest after fourteen years of continuous labor 
in the interest of the chapel work. 
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In the letter which communicated her resignation, 
Mrs. Spencer made the following statement regarding 
her continued relation to the chapel movement : — 

"Inasmuch as the trustees make their appropriations 
from the income of the trust fund for society uses on 
the basis of plans of work proposed by the society, and 
inasmuch as such plans of work would be greatly af- 
fected by my action in resigning the office of resident 
minister, I, in behalf of your best interests, informed 
the trustees at their last business meeting of March 
25th, that I intended to proffer you my resignation at 
this time. The communication from them which I 
shall read later will show you the considerate and 
fraternal arrangements they have made to confer with 
and work with you in adjusting all details concerning 
your future work to the new conditions incident upon 
my retirement. I earlier offered my resignation as 
agent of the trustees to that body, thinking I would 
thus take myself wholly out of the decisions involved. 
On their urgent representation, however, that it would 
be a hurt to the movement as a whole in this crisis of 
change of leadership in the society, to lose the advice 
and help of one so long pledged equally to all parts of 
the work, I consented to retain the office of agent of 
the trustees: but only on the following conditions: — 
that my retention of that office should not embarrass 
the trustees in making appropriations for the unusual 
expenses of renovation of the building, now so much 
needed, or for the necessary society uses: and also, 
that if the society should secure as resident minister 
one whom both the trustees and the society thought 
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fitted to act in both capacities, my continued relation 
with the trustees should not stand in the way of any 
new arrangement which would be a benefit to the 
chapel movement as a whole. I am therefore pro- 
visionally able to still serve you, my dearly loved people 
of Bell Street Chapel society and congregation, as one 
upon whom the trustees can call for conference and 
advice and the one to whom your interests are most 
sacred, and best understood, by reason of our long 
labors together". 

Mrs. Spencer then presented a letter from the trus- 
tees which stated that they had appointed two members 
of their board as a special committee to confer with 
the society in regard to the resignation of Mrs. Spencer 
(of which they had been apprised beforehand). The 
executive committee was made a special committee of 
the society to consider the resignation of the resident 
minister, to make a report to the society recommending 
action to be taken, and to confer with the committee 
named by the trustees. At subsequent meetings held 
April 4th, May 2d and May 23d, 1902, the reports of 
the executive committee were received, and the society 
passed votes of which the following is a summary : — 

That Mrs. Spencer's resignation be not accepted, 
but that she be given a year's leave of absence; that 
the trustees be conferred with freely on all points of 
mutual concern; that a minister be secured to serve 
the society and all the chapel interests so far as prac- 
ticable for the months from October first, 1902, to the 
last of May, 1903 ; that all branches of the work pre- 
viously carried on be, so far as possible, continued; 
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that the executive committee confer with Mrs. Spencer, 
the trustees, and other parties respecting an acting 
resident minister for the term named. 

During the discussion of these questions of the fu- 
ture of the chapel work as they were concerned in the 
resignation or absence of Mrs. Spencer, the trustees 
met, and made, first, "an appropriation of six hundred 
dollars for the heating, lighting and janitor service", 
and some other appropriations for expenses particu- 
larly under their own control ; and second, at a subse- 
quent meeting, made an appropriation of $1,200 to 
the society for its work during the period from Octo- 
ber first (when the engagement with Mrs. Spencer 
ended) to the last of May, 1903. 

The society gave earnest attention to the needs 
developed by the new conditions of the chapel move- 
ment, and finally selected as their choice for acting 
resident minister, for the term mentioned above, the 
Rev. Clay MacCauley. Their choice was communi- 
cated to the trustees and the following reply was duly 
received : — 

"As trustees of the fund under the will of James 
Eddy we approve the choice by the Religious Society 
of Bell Street Chapel of the Rev. Clay MacCauley to 
act as resident minister of the chapel during the season 
of 1902-03." 

(Mr. MacCauley is a minister of the Unitarian fel- 
lowship, who has been settled over important charges 
of that denomination. He represented for many years 
in Japan the American Unitarian Association in the 
conduct of a "Mission" which has resulted in a 



HISTORY OF BELL STREET CHAPEL. I $9 

Strongly influential liberal religious movement in that 
country. This mission was unique in that it was in- 
tended "not to convert but to confer", not to proselyte 
but to assist those seeking a newer truth. It was an 
invited mission; and representatives of western reli- 
gion, moral science and social customs thus asked by 
some of the most intellectual and ethical leaders of 
the "Japanese awakening" to come and teach the 
young men of that country what the liberal and ra- 
tional forms of Christian faith are, and may help to 
accomplish, retired wholly from the field as soon as 
the native scholars, preachers, editors and leaders were 
trained to assume command. The Unitarian work in 
Japan shows today in fraternal association both Bud- 
dhist and Christian Unitarians, and its history is an 
example of the true way of helping a people to absorb 
the best of another civilization without overturning or 
ignoring the best of their own national inheritance. 
By this leadership in a foreign field Mr. MacCauley 
has shown that breadth of view and sympathy with all 
the higher faiths of mankind, which is peculiarly the 
requirement of one who leads the chapel movement.) 
The society formally expressed their desire to Mr. 
MacCauley and he accepted the work of leadership of 
the movement for the time specified. Mrs. Spencer 
afterwards asked the society to choose whether for 
the three Sundays in September for which she was 
responsible but during which she would be absent they 
would have, as pulpit supply, different speakers from 
abroad, or Mr. MacCauley, if he could be secured, to 
begin his work September 14th, 1902. The society 
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expressed a desire for the latter arrangement, and it 
was made. June 15th Mrs. Spencer gave her parting 
words and the sermon at the request of and by the 
vote of the society was printed at their expense.* 



Friday Evening Meetings for Literary, Histori- 
cal, Scientific, Home-Travel and 
POLITICAL Study. 

In addition to those mentioned in detail in chapter 
first there have been presented eight courses of literary 
and artistic study, three of which have been illustrated 
by musical selections in addition to the reading, two of 
which have been connected with home-travel series, 
and one with a course in history. The most important 
of the purely literary courses were those devoted to 
Shakespeare, those which illustrated "The riches of 
English literature" and the one which presented 
"Emerson and distinctive American literature". The 
"Literary-Historical" course, mentioned above, was 
peculiarly attractive and unique, being arranged "to 
illustrate the social and intellectual elements which 
have helped to make our distinctive American life, by 
means of lectures, essays, readings and folk-songs". 
Miss Ellis opened this course with a lecture upon 
"Colonial Literature" and the series comprised historic 
pictures, in literature and songs, of the "Spanish Mis- 



*£xtracts from her later reports and from the communica- 
tion which contained her resignation will be found at the end 
of this chapter. 
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sion civilization of California and Florida", of "New 
England life", of the "Middle States Dutch" and "The 
pioneer life of the West". For the interest and value 
of all the literary evenings the chapel management is 
indebted to helpers too numerous to mention. Teach- 
ers of the public schools, pupils of the Normal School, 
of Pembroke College, and many private students have 
given essays and talks; Miss Dodge, Miss Mosher, 
Miss Whedon, Miss Coman, Mr. Francis Pratt and 
others have given illustrative readings ; Prof. Bronson, 
Mr. Dodge, Mr. Crosby and others (especially a chapel 
member, Mr. Koopman, the librarian of Brown Uni- 
versity,) have given valuable lectures. The music 
which has enriched and formed a part of the literary 
instruction has been selected for its educative value 
and presented by Miss Garlin and the choir, by Mr. 
Saacke, Mrs. Jameson and many others who have 
kindly given their services. The last distinctively lit- 
erary series was that presented in October of 1901, 
when the subject of "Libraries and how to use them" 
was presented in the following program: — 

The Providence Public Library and its opportunities for the 
public, by William E. Foster, librarian. 

The Providence Athenaeum and its place in the community, 
by Alfred Stone, president of that institution; and The Uni- 
versity Library and its work, by Harry Lyman Koopman, 
librarian. 

The Child, the link between the library and the home, by 
Mrs. Minerva Sanders, librarian of the Pawtucket Public 
Library; the work of the library with the schools, by Mrs. 
Mary E. Root, librarian of the "Children's Room" in the Provi- 
dence Public Library; educational opportunities for older 
readers, by Miss Henrietta Palmer of the Brown University» 
Library. 
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HISTORICAL STUDY. 

In addition to those recorded in chapter first, there 
have been given over twenty lectures and addresses 
upon historical subjects at eight special courses in 
history on Friday evenings. Among the most im- 
portant of these have been the series devoted to 
"American development in the last one hundred years", 
that on "Rhode Island history" and the last one, of 
the season of 1901-02, on "England and her colonies". 
For these courses also the chapel management are in- 
debted to busy teachers, lecturers, writers and students 
who have given gratuitous service to enrich the educa- 
tional opportunity at Bell Street Chapel. 

SCIENTIFIC STUDY. 

Three courses of scientific study have been given 
since 1894, the most important being a series of ten 
lectures by Prof. Frederick Slocum of Brown Uni- 
versity, on Astronomy. This was arranged as a "Uni- 
versity Extension" course, the members of the class 
paying each one dollar for the series. An eleventh and 
closing evening was spent by the class at the Observa- 
tory of Brown University by invitation of Prof. Wins- 
low Upton and Mr. Slocum. One of the lectures was 
illustrated by the stereopticon and all the others by 
numerous charts and pictures. This experiment of 
sustained study of a difficult subject was so successful 
that it suggested more devotion to similar courses in 
scientific and other lines as a recognized part of each 
season's work. 
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HOME-TRAVEL EVENINGS. 

Twenty-three lectures upon foreign countries have 
been given at the chapel on week days during the 
period covered by this chapter. These have been illus- 
trated by the stereopticon, by pictures, by curios and 
by folk-songs. Prominent among these evenings de- 
voted to home-travel are those contributed by Miss 
Ruth A. Haskell, Mrs. Winslow Upton, Mr. John Fret- 
well, Hon. Nathan W. Littlefield, Miss Mary C. 
Wheeler, Miss Martha Clarke, Miss Vaughn, the Rev. 
Ulyses G. B. Pierce and Mrs. Emma Shaw Colcleugh. 

POLITICAL STUDY. 

During the period since 1894 there have been 
eighteen single lectures and courses of lectures devoted 
to the treatment of political life and conditions. The 
word political is here used to cover all the different 
phases, educational, industrial and social, of the cor- 
porate life in political organizations of nation, state 
and city, and the discussions have covered, therefore, a 
wide range. Among the most important of these 
courses of political study have been those devoted to 
the issues of the two Presidential campaigns of 1896 
and 1900, when speakers representing every candidate 
in the field have presented the claims of their chosen 
leaders and parties. Some of the speakers at these 
meetings were prominent citizens of Rhode Island, 
others were residents of other cities, and many were of 
national reputation. The only requirement of the 
chapel management was that each speaker should re- 
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spect the proprieties of the place, do justice, so far as 
time-limit and courteous demeanor were concerned, to 
his opponent, and all should allow equal rights in de- 
bate from the floor. That the privilege of thus dis- 
cussing in a hospitable atmosphere the great issues of 
the most important election of the American voter was 
appreciated was shown in the crowded audiences as 
well as by many expressions of personal thanks. An- 
other and perhaps even more important element of the 
political study of the chapel was the devotion of ten 
evenings during the season of 1896-97 to a thorough 
exposition of the subject, "How the municipal affairs 
of Providence are organized and administered". In 
this series, which was opened by Prof. George G. Wil- 
son, of the sociological department of Brown Univer- 
sity, in a "General Outline of our city government", 
the following topics were considered by the officials 
directly concerned : — 

The Legislative branch: Who votes in Providence, or the 
sources of legislative power, by one of the "Board of Can- 
vassers and Registration": the "Common Council", by its 
president : the "Board of Aldermen", by one of its members. 

The Executive branch: The Mayor's powers and duties, 
by His Honor the Mayor: the department of Public Works, 
by its commissioner; the City finances, by the chairman of 
the "Board of Assessors". 

The Legal and punitive systems: the Municipal Court, by 
one of its Judges : the Police Court, by its Judge : assisted by 
the clerk of the Municipal Court. 

The City charities, the Health department and the School 
Committee, by the officials of those departments. 

The executive department of the public school system, by the 
Superintendent of Schools and his assistant supervisors; the 
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relation of the State Normal School to the city school system, 
by the principal of that school. 

All other parts of the free educational provisions of 
the city were presented by appropriate speakers, in- 
cluding "The educational features of public parks" by 
the Curator of the Museum of Roger Williams Park, 
and "Summer Playgrounds" by the superintendent of 
vacation schools in Providence. In addition to the 
above mentioned topics many special subjects of sani- 
tary importance, such as "Plumbing and house-drain- 
age" were discussed by experts, in this series. More 
than twenty-five speakers, each one a specialist in his 
or her subject, and most of them officials of the city 
government, cordially accepted the invitation of the 
resident minister of the chapel to aid in this instruc- 
tion of the people of Providence as to the conduct of 
public affairs by the municipality. With one exception 
every persc«i asked responded with the greatest readi- 
ness, commending the course of study, and cheerfully 
assisting in its success. 

Another very important series of political studies 
was that devoted to "Rhode Island Laws against vice 
and crime" which was conducted on the same plan 
as the municipal series, officials being asked to state 
the laws in terms easily understood by laymen, to 
detail the court procedure connected with infringe- 
ments of the statutes, to show the workings of police 
regulations and define the agencies of protection of 
the public from evil-doers. In this case, also, the most 
generous support was received from public function- 
aries, eighteen of whom assisted in the series. 
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DEBATES. 

In addition to the studies just referred to there 
have been during the years since 1894 over thirty 
debates having speakers announced for both affirma- 
tive and negative sides of important industrial, po- 
litical and educational problems. These debates have 
introduced nearly a hundred speakers and have offered 
a wide hospitality to the public of Providence. 

Hundreds of persons who have no interest in the 
religious work of the chapel have welcomed the privi- 
leges of these educational meetings and have expressed 
their gratitude for them. 

It will be readily seen that so large a work could 
not have been accomplished without the co-operation 
and generous help of many friends of the chapel move- 
ment who were not of its inner circle of membership. 
To these the deepest gratitude is hereby offered, for 
services so freely and unselfishly rendered. 

In recording the gratitude of the chapel manage- 
ment, however, to those who have thus aided in the 
work of the week-day meetings it is but just to add 
that the services of the resident minister have been 
given as freely in exchange for the kindness shown. 
The fact that during the years alluded to in the tenth 
anniversary exercises of the chapel, the resident 
minister reported "over three hundred addresses 
and kindred services given to the various edu- 
cational, philanthropic and reformatory societies and 
institutions of the city and state" made it not improper 
for her to ask return service from many interested in 
the causes thus assisted, to enrich the chapel oppor- 
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tunity. Giving that fact due weight, however, such 
generous support as has been given to the educational 
work of the chapel from the faculty of Brown Univer- 
sity, from the clergymen of the city and state, from 
the leaders of the community, and from many private 
persons, shows that an honest effort to instruct the 
people will be helped by many in the most cordial 
manner, without regard to sectarian considerations or 
pecuniary rewards. 

To the interest of these educational lectures and dis- 
cussions many chapel members have also contributed, 
and the committee cm practical work have given most 
valuable aid in arranging programs of subjects and 
lists of speakers. The chapel management is especially 
indebted to Dr. L. F. C. Garvin, Hon. Edwin C Pierce, 
Mr. Robert Grieve, Mr. George E. Ball and others for 
the help just noted, in what has been a unique feature 
of Friday meetings; as well as to Mr. H. L. Koop- 
man, Mrs. M. A. Achorn, Mrs. E. C. Pierce, Mr. and 
Mrs. G. E. Whitehead, Mrs. George Hanny, Mrs. J. 
R. Lowell, Mrs. J. F. Forrester, Miss Zelotie Coman, 
Mr. and Mrs. Perkins, Mrs. Laura Pratt, and many 
others for general aid in the preparation of week-day 
programs and their presentation. 

The newspapers of Providence have also helped the 
chapel movement greatly by means of frequent and 
often extended reports of both its Sunday and Friday 
meetings. Editorial commendation of the educational 
elements of the work have not been wanting, as the 
following extracts from articles alluding to the chapel 
movement will show : — 
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In an allusion to the series on Municipal Affairs one 
paper said : ''It is a most important and valuable work 
which is being done at Bell Street Chapel this winter, — 
that of instructing the people of Providence in the mat- 
ters of city government by those best qualified to speak 
on these things". In regard to the course of study in 
Astronomy one of the papers said : "University Exten- 
sion by such a simple and easy method should reach 
and elevate the masses of every city". In regard to 
the address of Rev. Satori Kato, a native of Japan, 
given at the chapel on Sunday, it was said in intro- 
ducing the next day's report: "It is seldom that the 
citizens of Providence are given an opportunity to 
listen to so distinguished and intelligent a leader of 
great religious and social movements in an oriental 
country". Of the work done by the literary classes 
it was said by one of the daily papers : "The teachers of 
Providence show their appreciation of the excellent 
literary and historical programs presented at Bell 
Street Chapel Friday evening meetings, by a large 
and constant attendance". These and many other com- 
mendatory notices, and above all the constant and gen- 
erous reports of all meetings which have been devoted 
to the consideration of subjects of general interest, 
have shown hearty approval by the press of enterprises 
which aim at public welfare. These have been of the 
greatest help to the chapel movement, and the thanks 
of the chapel management are hereby extended. 
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IV. Class- WORK: Sewing Circle and 
Lend-a-Hand Club. 

There has been Httle done in the line of regular class 
instruction since the close of the year 1894, except two 
classes in sewing for the children, one in dancing and 
two in gymnastics. This has not been because of lack 
of interest by the chapel management in this form of 
usefulness but because the workers to help in such ser- 
vice were too few and the money at command too 
limited for more extended efforts in that line. 

The ladies of the sewing circle, organized under the 
name of the "Chapel Helpers", have been of great use, 
and although a small band, have continued active ever 
since their first meeting, for about eight years. They 
have earned money for furnishing the chapel kitchen 
and dining-tables, for buying rugs and other articles 
for the vestry and curtains for the choir loft, for pur- 
chasing one hundred bound volumes of the "Orders 
of Service", for providing suppers for anniversary 
occasions, and have assisted in many other ways in 
the chapel work. They have also given aid to many 
local charities, notably "The Rhode Island Nursery 
Association", which they have supplied with clothing 
for several years. 

The Lend-a-hand club was active for seven years 
and then, as the young people composing it grew older 
merged into the "Entertainment Committee" which, as 
an auxiliary of the committee on social meetings, has 
provided music, readings, dramas, tableaux and other 
forms of amusement at entertainments given in the 
chapel and for which an admission fee was charged, 
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the proceeds being devoted to charitable and society 
purposes. By these means the entertainment commit- 
tee have secured a new piano for the chapel, nearly 
paying for it by their own efforts. 



HOSPITALITY, AND AID TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. 

From the first the chapel building has been offered 
freely for the use of any organization devoted to public 
welfare which could find it convenient to come to a 
place so far from the centre of the city. The Woman 
Suffrage Association, the Women's Council, temper- 
ance organizations and educational societies have had 
the use of the building for a merely nominal charge for 
heating and lighting. When a neighbor church, the St. 
James' Episcopal, was struck by lightning, and the 
building injured so that it could not be used for a con- 
siderable period, the chapel management promptly 
offered the hospitality of the chapel, which was ac- 
cepted; and the two congregations used the building 
together, the St. James parish in the morning and 
evening, and the Religious Society of the Bell Street 
Chapel in the afternoon for several months. The fol- 
lowing letter shows the mutual feeling between the 
societies during this joint use of the building: — 

"Rev. Anna Garlin Spencer : 

"My dear Madam: — At a recent meeting of the 
Vestry of St. James Church I was directed to transmit 
to you their thanks for the use of the Bell Street Chapel 
while its church building was undergoing restoration 
from damage by fire, June 31st, 1898. 
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"This is a pleasant duty to perform, and I assure 
you that your generous offer of the chapel was most 
opportune and helpful ; giving to the parish an elegant, 
comfortable and convenient place of worship when 
such a place was most needed. With hearty apprecia- 
tion of your courtesy and liberality to the parish in 
its misfortune, I am with great respect, 

"Yours sincerely, 

"F. E. Richmond, Committee." 

In additional to this more formal communication 
the rector of St. James wrote a personal note of thanks 
in which he said "the cordial and friendly manner of 
extending so promptly such needed help to a neigh- 
boring church has touched and pleased us quite as 
much as the substantial aid rendered thereby". 

Several union meetings for various purposes have 
been held in the chapel, most notable among them 
being that of the "Lend-a-hand Clubs and King's 
Daughters Circles of Rhode Island", when a Baptist, 
a Methodist (of the African M. E. Church), a Con- 
gregationalist and an Episcopal, a Universalist and a 
Unitarian minister took part, and the "Father of Lend- 
a-hands". Rev. Edward Everett Hale, was present and 
made the principal address. 

Among the most important aids given to organiza- 
tions outside of the chapel movement have been gifts 
to the Tuskegee, the Manassas and the Kowalja 
schools for colored youths ; also the gift of books num- 
bering over 400 volumes and of many pamphlets and 
papers to two libraries in places remote from educa- 
tional privileges ; and also contributions to the Rhode 
Island Anti-saloon League, now called the Rhode Isl- 
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and Temperance League, and other temperance organ- 
izations. 

The most important single work done in connec- 
tion with the chapel, but not by the trustees or 
the society, was the maintenance of a "Summer School 
and Playground" in the summer of 1899. The need 
for something of the kind in the neighborhood was 
urgent, the funds provided by the "Summer Play- 
ground Association" inadequate for use in that lo- 
cality, and unique opportunities for both outdoor and 
indoor recreation and instruction, were afforded by 
the spacious grounds of the Eddy estate (adjoining 
the chapel), and by the chapel building itself. The 
owners of the Eddy property kindly granted the use 
of the grounds, the trustees and society allowed the 
use of the vestry rooms for indoor classes and many 
friends to the children gave the money needed for 
salaries of teachers (about $250). Mr. Spencer con- 
tributed his whole time and Mrs. Spencer a large por- 
tion of the summer in personal supervision. The 
following extracts from the reports of the daily papers 
which were published the day after the concluding ex- 
ercises of the summer school will give some idea of 
the work accomplished: — 

"The Bell Street vacation school and playground, 
which has been maintained by private enterprise for 
six weeks this summer, was brought to a close with 
most interesting exercises for all departments yester- 
day afternoon. Two hundred and fifty scholars have 
been registered on the books of the school and its work 
has been of the very highest order. The thanks of 
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the community are due to Mrs. Spencer, Mr. Spencer 
and those who have helped the movement along. 
Nothing does more for the life of the city than such aid 
to children who would otherwise be forced to play upon 
the streets and often under bad influences. Instruction 
has been given in sloyd, in drawing, in nature study, 
and in gymnastics. The kindergarten has been a 
prominent feature, and although two, and a part of 
the time three kindergartners have been employed, the 
number of children applying for admission greatly 
exceeded the number that could be taken. The city 
school department loaned chairs, tables and other 
equipment, and the Young Men's and Young Women's 
Christian Associations loaned gymnastic apparatus." 

"Too much praise cannot be given the teachers for 
their faithful work in carrying on the school. They 
include Misses Woodward, Bishop, Earle and Smith, 
and Messrs. Willis, Ray and Sampson. The pupils 
who attended the school were for the most part from 
tlie better class in the poorer localities. The fresh air 
and the beautifully shaded lawn made it an ideal place 
for them and many a child is healthier and happier 
for this summer outing and care." 

'Tn addition to the paid instructors. Miss Lucy 
Spencer had a class in dancing, assisted by Miss Bessie 
Olney as pianist. Other volunteer help was received 
and during the six weeks the school has been in ses- 
sion excursions have been taken to Rocky Point, 
Hunt's Mills and Roger Williams Park, in the arrange- 
ments for which the Union Railroad Company made 
special terms." 
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List of Publications of the Chapel Trust. 

I. "Memorial of James Eddy/' a volume of 80 pages, con- 
taining a biographical sketch, funeral services and 
selected thoughts from his writings; with portrait 
and pictures of the chapel and his residence. Pub- 
lished in 1889. 

II. "Dedicatory Services/' containing an account of the 
formal opening of Bell Street Chapel for public 
worship and social service. Published in January, 
1890. 

III. Discourses by Anna Garlin Spencer upon the following 

subjects, and containing extracts from the writ- 
ings of James Eddy: — 

Man's Ideal of God. 

Gratitude and Trust. 

How Religions grow. 

Freedom and sincerity in Religion. 

Character in Religion. 

Fellowship in Religion. 

What could a church at Bell Street Chapel do 
for Providence? 

Seven pamphlets, published separately, in the 
winter and spring of 1890. 

IV. "Constitution and by-laws of the Religious Society of 

Bell Street Chapel," containing a "Bond of 
Union" taken almost entirely from Mr. Eddy's 
writings, and statements respecting his purpose in 
establishing the Chapel trust. 

V. An "Order of Service," and other matter for use in 
the Sunday school of Bell Street Chapel. Pub- 
lished in 1890. Compiled by Mrs. Spencer. 

VI. "Thoughts on Religion and Morality," by James Eddy, 
edited and compiled by Mrs. Spencer, aided by 
the trustees. A volume of 270 pages, containing a 
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portrait of Mr. Eddy, and constituting a record of 
his views respecting "the existence of God, and of 
His character and relations to humanity, the re- 
ligious duties growing out of human relations 
with God and morality, and our relations with 
each other." These views "being convictions, 
principles and duties which the author desires, in 
so far as is consistent with freedom of thought 
and expression, should be inculcated at the Bell 
Street Chapel, Providence, Rhode Island." This 
volume was published in 1891, and copyrighted by 
Sarah J. Eddy. 

VII. Thirty-three "Orders of Service for Public Worship," 
pubfished in four, eight and twelve-page leaflets, 
from stereotyped plates, many of them in several 
editions, and issued at different times from De- 
cember, 1889, to May, 1895. (Published after- 
wards in book form by Mrs. Spencer.) 

VIII. "Bell Street Chapel Discourses," a volume of no 
pages, published in commemoration of the tenth 
anniversary of the Chapel dedication, and contain- 
ing a condensed reprint of the initial discourses 
with selections from the writings of Mr. Eddy. 

IX. Circulars announcing Sunday services, particularly the 
special series of discourses, under the direction of 
the trustees of the fund under the will of James 
Eddy ; about one hundred and twenty-five in all. 

PUBLICATIONS OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF BELL STREET CHAPEL. 

I. One hundred and three circulars of announcement of 
Friday and other week-day meetings and many 
cards and notices regarding business and social 
meetings. 

II. "Parting Words," by Mrs. Spencer, containing portrait 
and biographical sketch, published in June, 1902. 
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Extracts from the Latest annual Reports of 
THE Resident Minister, containing Re- 
commendations IN Regard to the 
Chapel Movement. 

From the report of 1897-98: — "I have come to feel 
that we should have done a better thing for those whom 
we have tried to aid by the educational features of our 
work if we had exacted, from the first, some slight fee 
for our classes and lectures. Not that we should have 
asked the full amount of our expenditure in admission 
tickets, — such a course would have defeated our main 
object, which was to make it easier for the poor and 
those of scanty schooling to learn in mature life. But 
this, rather, that we should have encouraged the idea 
of paying something for advantages so generously 
offered and thereby made them more appreciated, per- 
haps, certainly more stimulating to personal effort. I 
should be glad if a majority of the society, after due 
consideration, would come to some conclusion which 
would enable us to introduce here a system of partial 
payment like that which obtains at many Young Men's 
Christian Associations and Settlements and other 
agencies for educational uplift. We might well have 
here at Bell Street Chapel three sorts of members: — 
first 'members of the society', who subscribe to the 
Bond of Union, constitute the church, and have all the 
privileges of the movement, without any requirement 
of pecuniary return but with an opportunity for regu- 
lar monthly or weekly contribution to all the work; 
second, 'sustaining members of the chapel movement', 
who might or might not be members of the society, and 
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who would pledge themselves to pay five dollars a year 
or more for the general work, or for any particular 
branch of it they might elect; and third, 'associate 
members of the chapel movement', who might or might 
not be members of the Sunday congregation, and who 
would be pledged to pay one dollar a year, which would 
entitle them to all the Friday evening meetings not spe- 
cially announced as private to members of the society 
or reserved for some particular entertainment of a 
costly character. If a determined effort were made 
it would be, in my opinion, a comparatively easy matter 
to institute such a change even now, and to gain on 
our lists of members of the second and third classes 
a very considerable number of people. The advantages 
of such a step would be numerous, — we should have 
a larger income and one fixed, approximately, at the 
beginning of each season, so that we could undertake 
more work and in a better manner. We should also 
educate the people to give something for what they 
receive, which is always a good thing. If such a plan 
were entered upon I should advise that all who were 
not members of the chapel movement in one of these 
classes should pay for each evening's entertainment 
or instruction as they would elsewhere and a price such 
as would elsewhere be asked. This is suggested not 
in the desire to lessen but rather to increase our use- 
fulness in the community." 

From the report of 1898-99:— "I feel that the time 
has come when we should concentrate more in our 
purely literary, historical and scientific work, and have 
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courses of a more distinctively 'University Extension' 
type. We have had some initial effort in this direction ; 
it has been sufficiently successful to warrant the hope 
that at least one-third of the Friday evenings of each 
winter might be devoted to one subject for each season 
and under a paid instructor. The expense of such a 
work could not be met except by some plan such as 
I last year suggested to you, since the weekday work 
has at present no financial support from the trust. It 
is possible, I believe, to greatly increase the solidity of 
our educational work and to increase its benefit for 
real students by such a course as the report of the 
past and of this year suggest. Our opportunity here 
at Bell Street Chapel is self-limited on the religious 
side by the fact that our position is at once too radical 
for most people and too distinctly theistic and worship- 
ful for some radicals. Our opportunity is further 
self-limited on the side of popular meetings for the 
stimulation and direction of public sentiment by the 
location of our building, so far from the centre of the 
city. Our opportunity, on the other hand, for educa- 
tional and ethical service is absolutely unlimited. We 
have the busy hive of Olneyville at our doors. We 
have near us a world of eager young life exposed to 
the moral temptations which inhere in too early money 
independence and the promiscuous association of fac- 
tories and shops in which so many youth are wage- 
earners. We have near us a world of just as eager 
young life which has been sheltered from harm and 
given vantage-ground of training and culture from 
birth and wants to help others if only it may be shown 
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the way. Should not this trust of ours be so used that 
we may do great things in the one line where a limit- 
less field opens to our effort? * * * i wish that 
we might have this building open every night in the 
week and often in the day time. I wish that we might 
have boys* club and girls' club work constantly carried 
on. I wish that we could do, more and more each year, 
the kind of work which the best Settlements do, and 
finally see that such work requires the constant atten- 
tion of one worker and find and sustain that leader in 
social service." 

From the report of 1899-1900: — "We have been dis- 
cussing of late the constitution and by-laws of our 
society. Some have felt that the peculiar relationship 
between the society and the trustees of the chapel fund 
make our growth here more difficult than it might be 
under other conditions. Perhaps that is so. We have 
great advantages as a society from that relationship 
to the trust, and there is never a great advantage which 
has not some danger at least of great disadvantage 
accompanying it. It so happens, however, that I have 
personally heard more misgivings expressed about the 
'Bond of Union' than about the relationship to the 
trustees. I wish to remind you as the tenth anniver- 
sary of the formation of the society approaches, that 
it is competent for its members to change the wording 
of the Bond of Union provided they do not alter the 
essential beliefs expressed. If a simpler and shorter 
statement would help some to join the society who are 
now deterred by the somewhat elaborate one we 
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adopted at first, then we could change in this particu- 
lar. We must have here some form of "Codified state- 
ment" of belief in God, in man's relationship to the 
Father of spirits, and of our purpose to do right and 
help each other. But it may be much more compre- 
hensive and brief than it is and serve the purpose. I 
venture to suggest two forms of 'covenant' or 'Bond 
of Union' which would, in my opinion, express the 
fundamentals of our present one and be more in har- 
mony with those of other liberal churches: — 

"I. We believe in 'true religion as faith in an in- 
finite righteousness and love and the working out of 
those principles of the Divine nature in human life,' 
and we hereby unite upon the great principles of love 
to God and man, and devotion to duty, in a church or- 
ganization to be known as the Religious Society of 
Bell Street Chapel. 

"II. In the spirit of devotion to Truth, Righteous- 
ness and Love we unite for the worship of God our 
Father and for the service of man, our brother. 

"These are suggestions of possibilities only, should 
the desirability of change in this respect be generally 
felt at any time by the friends of the movement." 

From the report of 1899-1900: — "I desire to warn 
you, my dear people, against the narrowness of the 
radical who places so much emphasis upon definite 
statements that he fails to perceive the miracles of 
unconscious and illogical growth which are all about 
him. We, in this time of change in church life, when 
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the orthodox and the heterodox look and talk so much 
alike that few can 'see the differ*, we need to remem- 
ber two things ; the first is that there is never a time 
when the radical (the 'real radical'), clear in analysis, 
exact in squaring all his belief to the central ideals of 
his life, and the fundamental postulates of his reason, 
and scrupulous in statement, is a useless person. He 
is always needed, sometimes in smaller quantity than 
at others, but always as an 'essential essence*. He 
alone can form the standard of the future 'popular* 
movements and 'common' faiths. In a very real sense 
he is the world's yeast, and without his good offices, — 
his frank sincerity, his 'piety of the intellect', his devo- 
tion to 'the God of things as they are', the daily bread 
of the average worker and thinker of the world would 
be pretty flat ! But, second, we need to remember, no 
less, that the world does not progress for the most part 
and for the greatest distances by conscious effort to 
advance to clearly perceived ends, but rather by un- 
conscious drift, in blind or half-seeing obedience to 
some 'Motion toiling in the gloom, yearning to mix 
itself with life'. Therefore we, as radicals in religion, 
must be of all believers most earnest and careful to 
keep our connection with all people of high faith and 
noble action who are going our way but not in step 
with us. And when we find as is the case pre-emi- 
nently today, that the whole movement of the religious 
world is in the direction we have definitely pledged 
ourselves to follow, let us not ignore the mighty 
strides toward us taken by our brothers of 'the middle 
of the road', but be glad, and try all we can to be more 
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worthy of the companionship and opportunity of mu- 
tual helpfulness this great tendency toward liberalism 
in the Christian church may open to us. The most 
pitiful thing in the world is a pro-test-ant who has got 
so used to protesting that he can't hear when the day- 
clock of human growth proclaims of those once far 
behind him, 'They are all beside you, — step on, 
brother of the beckoning hand, or they will overtake 
and pass you'. Let us rejoice in the fellowships of 
those who know they are at one with us ; let us rejoice, 
no less, in those companionships which are yet timid, 
and unconscious of deep affinity, yet really cement 
together the world of aspiration and trust. Above all 
things, let us be watchful, lest we become jealous or 
embittered because that which was to us, in our youth, 
painful pioneering, has become the fashion of the mul- 
titude and therefore seems so easy to have done that 
no one knows its cost. 

** 'All can raise the flowers now, for all have got 
the seed*. Let us be glad, and make our garden spot 
bloom the brighter, even if our dearest blossoms, those 
that we watered with tears of renunciation and tended 
with the passionate devotion of self-sacrifice, wear 
names so unfamiliar, and decorate places so foreign, 
that they seem no longer our own!" 

From Mrs. Spencer's letter of resignation, March, 
1902 : — "In leaving a post of labor into which I have 
put more than a dozen of the best working years of 
my life, I feel constrained by the deep devotion I shall 
always bear this movement to remind you of some im- 
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portant elements in your continued obligation to it as 
a society receiving benefits from the trust founded by 
our good friend James Eddy. 

"This work cannot always move along the lines I 
have tried to initiate. Another leader may call you to 
different kinds of work and inaugurate different meth- 
ods of service. I want, as my final word regarding 
the practical conduct of this movement, to say that 
there are three special and important forms of effort 
which this movement has stood for in the past, forms 
of effort which I have tried to balance in equal em- 
phasis, but any one of which may become the pre- 
eminent and commanding influence of the chapel life 
and work. These three elements of the past years of 
devotion are first, a rational, free, progressive church; 
second, an educational opportunity of a broad and 
general nature; third, a movement toward social re- 
form. There might arise conditions in the future 
which would make the first the chief element to em- 
phasize, and then the chapel society would be the 
principal thing in the movement and its development 
the principal obligation of the trustees and of all con- 
cerned. There might arise other conditions which 
would make the general educational opportunity of the 
first importance, and then the movement might become 
a school, which would properly absorb most of the 
income of the trust : and to which the religious society, 
however important, would be somewhat loosely tied, 
and because of which that society would be obliged 
to care for its pecuniary needs, for the most part, 
itself. Again, circumstances may so change that the 
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neighborhood about the chapel will need some work 
of a distinctly reformatory, or social settlement char- 
acter, and then, the classes of instruction would be 
less for the stimulus and direction of mature minds 
than for the character development of the young, and 
that would materially alter the tendencies of the work. 
Whatever the future shows to be the best way it seems 
to me you are free to walk in it; not losing sight of 
any one of the main channels of work and influence 
which have so far been established, but placing stress 
more or less upon either, as the need and opportunity 
indicate to be wise. 

"Whatever side of the movement, as so far outlined, 
is destined to receive the greater devotion and absorb 
the greater amount of money from the income of the 
trust in the future, you, as a society organized for 
chapel service and receiving the benefits of that trust, 
have the responsibility laid upon you of assisting the 
trustees to decide these questions and to make the 
movement, at all times, as useful as it can be made. 
You have the right and duty to make suggestions, to 
decide yourselves upon courses of action as desirable, 
to present them to the trustees asking for co-operative 
action and to keep constantly in touch with them in 
the common work to which you are called in this rela- 
tionship. That the ultimate decisions respecting the 
conduct of the trust are vested legally in the trustees, 
does not release you from the obligation you assumed 
by your organization as a society ; which was, to work 
with the trustees in the most harmonious and efiicient 
manner possible in an effort to solve the problems and 
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enlarge the scope and value of the chapel movement." 

From the closing words of the report for 1901-02: — 
"May I leave with you the thought which I put into 
my first sermon in this place? 'Religions are many 
and different, religion is one'. We are haunted in the 
heights and the depths of our natures by visions which 
allure to endless aspiration. That 'something deeply 
interfused' in nature, which calms our trembling nerves 
and steadies our feverish pulses, witnesseth to the 
'central peace subsisting at the heart of endless agita- 
tion'. That leap of the exultant mind when a new 
truth is revealed, is evidence that we are of one sub- 
stance with the eternal energy, and can 'think God's 
thought after Him'. The deep need of our time is 
that we free this permanent spirit of religion from all 
that dwarfs and hinders it; that we in sincerity and 
courage declare the new readings upon the scroll of 
time ; and above all, that we translate the old comfort, 
the old call to righteousness, the old God-ward search 
and finding, in terms of the newer thought. 

"If this little movement here be only the frailest and 
humblest of efforts in this direction it has the high 
sanction of most holy use I" 
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CONSTITUTION. 

OF THE 

Religious Society of Bell Street Chapel. 

article i. 

NAME. 

The name of this Association shall be The Religious 
Society of Bell Street Chapel. 

ARTICLE u. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Membership in this Society shall be conditioned only 
upon moral character, and upon subscription to the 
following Bond of Union : 

BOND OF UNION BASED UPON JAMES EDDY^S VIEWS 
AND SUGGESTED BY THE TRUSTEES UNDER HIS WILL 
AS A BASIS OF ORGANIZATION FOR THE REUGIOUS 
SOCIETY TO BE FORMED IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
BELL STREET CHAPEL : 

Believing that it is for the best interests of mankind 
that religious societies be formed for the acquisition 
and extension of knowledge and virtue, we hereby 
unite upon the great principles of love to God and man 
and devotion to duty, in a church organization to be 
known as The Religious Society of Bell Street Chapel. 

We assume as a starting-point of religious belief, 
justified by reason and experience, the existence of a 
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supreme, wise and beneficent Power, whom we colt 
God, our Divine Father, 

We believe that while God exacts no homage from 
man, reverence, gratitude and trust are due Him, and 
we would use our high privilege of voluntarily ex- 
pressing these in public zvorship: and believing thai 
we are subject to unchangeable laws, which are in 
harmony with our well-being and happiness, we would 
offer no appeals to God to change the natural and in- 
evitable results of their operation, but would rather 
seek to learn and obey them. 

We believe that in true religion every moral duty is 
comprised, and would assert our determination to be 
guided by the highest rules of action; believing that 
man is possessed of liberty within the bounds of the 
laivs of nature, we would aim at nothing less than per- 
fection in physical, mental and moral well-being. 

Believing that the onzvard progress of the human 
mind leads to constant change in the data of science 
and religion, we zvould be honest in the expression of 
our present convictions; and hold ourselves ready to 
change our statements of belief when reason and expe- 
rience demand. 

ARTICLE III. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers of this society shall be a president, a 
vice-president, a secretary, a treasurer and five direc- 
tors who shall together constitute an executive com- 
mittee. 
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The duties of these officers shall be such as usually 
belong to their several offices ; and the executive com- 
mittee as a whole shall constitute the medium of official 
communication and cooperative action between the 
society and the trustees of the fund under the will 
of James Eddy. 

ARTICLE IV. 

RELATION TO TRUSTEES. 

The sanction of the trustees of the fund of which 
this society is the beneficiary being required for the 
final action of the society respecting its official manage- 
ment, its resident minister, its printed annual reports 
and its plans of work^^ — in accordance with the "Out- 
line of relative rights and powers of the trustees of 
the Bell Street Chapel fund and of the religious society 
which may receive the benefits of the fund", — ^all busi- 
ness meetings of the society dealing with these matters 
shall have two sessions, with an interval between of 
not less than two weeks nor more than a month. At 
these meetings all matters requiring the sanction of 
the trustees shall be passed upon by the society at the 
first session, and if approved by a majority vote re- 
ferred to the trustees for their approval and at the 
adjourned session final action shall be taken. 

If in the judgment of the executive committee the 
best interests of the society require decision upon any 
matters demanding the sanction of the trustees for final 
action at any other time than the annual and regular 
business meetings of the society, the secretary shall, at 
the request of the executive committee, call two special 
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meetings in the same manner and with the same op- 
portunity for conference with the trustees as indicated 
above. 

Whenever the trustees of the fund of which this 
society is the beneficiary shall deem it advisable to call 
a special meeting of the society, the secretary shall, at 
their request, send a notice of such proposed meeting, 
and its object, to each member of the society, at least 
two weeks before the date of said meeting, and a two- 
thirds' vote of the members present at any meeting 
called in this manner at the request of the trustees, shall 
be binding upon the society on all matters upon which 
action is taken. 

ARTICLE V. 

AMENDMENTS. 

This constitution may be amended at any adjourned 
annual meeting (with the exception of Sections I and 
II which cannot be altered oftener than once in ten 
years) by a two-thirds ballot vote of the members pres- 
ent : provided notice of proposed changes shall be given 
in the call for the meeting, which must be issued four 
weeks before the annual meeting and include a state- 
ment of the proposed amendment and the reasons 
therefor. 
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OF THE 

Religious Society of Bell Street Chapeu 

MEETINGS'. 

I. The annual meeting of the society shall be held 
on the first Friday evening of May of each year, be- 
ginning May 5th, 1893, and the adjourned annual meet- 
ing on the third Friday evening of May of each year. 
The regular business meetings of the society shall be 
held at the call of the executive committee in October, 
December, February and March, the latter to have an 
adjourned session at least two weeks later. The so- 
ciety shall hold monthly meetings from November to 
April, inclusive, for the promotion of hospitality and 
sociability in the society and congregation. Special 
business meetings may be called at the request of the 
executive committee and at their discretion or on the 
written request of ten members of the society, the 
secretary being required to send notice of such meet- 
ings to every member of the society. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

II. All applications for membership in the society 
shall be made to a member of the executive committee 
and by him or her presented to a standing committee 
on membership which shall consist of the president. 
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vice-president, secretary and two directors. If the 
character of the applicant is satisfactory the member- 
ship committee shall recommend his or her name to 
the society at the next regular business meeting, or at 
any special meeting duly called, and a majority ballot 
vote of the society shall elect to membership. Mem- 
bers may be dropped from the roll of membership at 
their written request, or on the recommendation of the 
executive committee ratified by a majority ballot vote 
of the society. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

III. The following standing committees of three or 
more persons shall be elected, together with the mem- 
bership committee, at each adjourned annual meeting; 
the chairman of each committee shall be one of the 
members of the executive committee, a second member 
shall be selected from the unofficial membership of the 
society and one or more shall be chosen from the con- 
gregation at large :* 

'^Note. — Inasmuch as the meaning and intent of this pro- 
vision respecting the composition of the standing committees 
has at some times, and by some persons, not been clearly un- 
derstood, the following explanation is hereby given: — ^The 
second clause of the first paragraph of by-law number III 
should be understood as if it read, — the chairman of each 
standing committee shall be chosen from the membership of 
the executive committee, a second member shall be chosen 
from the membership of the society not otherwise appointed 
to an official position, and one or more members shall be chosen 
from the congregation at large, from among those showing 
interest in the chapel movement, whether or not members of 
the society. 
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1st. Committee on Sunday Services. This com- 
mittee shall co-operate 7vith the executive committee 
in all matters connected with the devotional services, 
the choice of a minister and the provisions for occa- 
sional pulpit supply, 

2nd. Committee on Sunday School. This com- 
mittt^e shall co-operate zvith the executive committee 
in all matters relating to the selection and training of 
teachers, the preparation and choice of lessons, the 
arrangement for general exercises, the choice of Sun- 
day school officers, and the preparation for and man- 
agement of any festivals for the school. 

3rd. Committee on Social Meetings. This com- 
mittee shall co-operate with the executive committee 
in all matters of social entertainment connected with 
the chapel and under the auspices of tlve society. 

4th. Committee on Finance. This committee 
shall co-operate with the executive committee and with 
the trustees of the Eddy fund, in devising a system of 
voluntary contributions by the congregation to all or 

The object of these provisions as originally made was to 
secure unity of effort through organic relationship of each 
committee to the executive committee, (by thus having each 
one of the directors, who together with the general officers 
constitute that executive committee, serve as chairman of a 
standing committee,) and also to recognize and provide for 
the ser\'ice of persons devoted to the chapel movement as a 
whole, or to some specialty of work represented by a standing 
committee, who were not members of the society. — A. G. 
Spencer. 
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any of the departments of work connected with the 
chapel, and shall have the practical management and 
application of the method chosen; and it shall hand 
over all moneys so collected to the treasurer of the 
society for disbursement under the direction of the 
society. 

5th. Committee on Practical Work. This com' 
mittee shall co-operate with the executive committee 
in devising and executing plans for educational and 
philanthropic work in connection with the chapel, and 
all plans presented by this committee shall require the 
unanimous approval of the executive committee and 
the sanction of a majority of the society before they 
can be carried into effect. 

NOMINATION OF OFFICERS. 

IV. At the February business meeting a committee 
on nominations shall be elected or appointed who shall 
prepare a list of general officers and of chairmen and 
members of the several committees for recommenda- 
tion to the society, and shall report at the March busi- 
ness meeting, when the society shall elect, by a majority 
ballot vote (subject to the provisions hereinafter 
stated), its officers and committees for the year be- 
ginning at the annual meeting of the following May. 
The election of the general officers shall be submitted 
to the trustees of the chapel fund for approval, and 
shall be ratified, or in case of need reconsidered, at the 
adjourned session of the March meeting. 

The officers and committees thus elected shall prepare 
plans of work in their various departments for the fol- 
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lowing year and report them to the society at the annual 
meeting the first Friday in the following May. All 
plans approved by a majority of the society shall be 
submitted for approval to the trustees of the chapel 
fund and be ratified or reconsidered at the adjourned 
annual meeting the third Friday of May. 

ROTATION IN OFFICE. 

V. No chairman of a committee, except the finance 
committee, shall hold office more than two years in 
succession. Committees consisting of five members 
shall change at least one member, and committees con- 
sisting of seven or more members shall change at least 
three members, in addition to the chairman, every two 
years. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

VI. The president, vice-president and secretary of 
the "Chapel Helpers" and the general manager of the 
"Willing Workers'- (or the officers of any existing 
sub^society of similar character) shall be ex-officio 
members of the committees on social meetings and of 
practical work. The chairman of each committee, and 
the president or secretary of each sub-society, shall 
present written reports of the work of the preceding 
year in their departments, at the annual meeting in 
May. These reports shall be embodied in that of the 
secretary of the society and preserved in the record. 

ENGAGEMENT OF MINISTER. 

VII. In all cases where the engagement and settle- 
ment of the resident minister by the society is for an 
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indefinite period such engagement may be terminated 
by either party to the contract by means of a written 
notice to the other party of a desire to end it, to be 
given three months before such notice shall take effect. 

AMENDMENTS. 

VIII. These by-laws may be amended at any reg- 
ular or special business meeting of the society by a 
two-thirds' vote of the members present, provided 
notification of the proposed changes shall be given in 
the call to the meeting. 

(A resolution passed by the society in regard to a 
sub-committee of "affiliated effort" has never been em- 
bodied in a by-law, but action ha.s been taken under it 
for several years; it has never been rescinded and is 
therefore hereby appended as one of the rules of the 
society) : — 

Resolved, That in view of the need for a closer and 
more efficient co-operation between educational, philan- 
thropic and reformatory associations working for the 
betterment of human character and conditions in a 
given locality, the Religious Society of Bell Street 
Chapel hereby adds to its committee on practical work 
three members as a suB-coMMi'iTii:E on affiliated 
EFFORT, whose Special business it shall be to outline and 
recommend such alliance between the study and action 
of the chapel movement and other progressive organi- 
zations as shall meet the approval of the committee 
on practical work and the executive committee of the 
society. All recommendations of the committee on 
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practical work and the executive committee made under 
the foregoing resolution must be submitted for ap- 
proval to the society and to the trustees of the chapel 
fund before action is taken upon any particular pro- 
posal. 
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Rev. W. H. Spencer, 535 Butler Exchange. 
Mrs. George E. Perkins, 180 Althea St. 
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Mr. George H. Hanny, 66 Priscilla Ave. 
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Dr. William A. Bo wen 1572 Westminster St. 

Mrs. Susan A. Conian Torrington, Conn. 

Mrs. A. L. Cressey Foxboro, Mass. 

Mr. George Carmichael Worcester, Mass. 

Miss Zelotie Coman 

Mrs. R. C. Clegg 112 Bellevue Ave. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Cressey .... 250 Waterman St 
Mr. E. E. Drake 8 Meader St. 



MEMBERS. 203 

Mr. W. R. Dawson 125 Dora St. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Forrester 15 Marshall St. 

Mrs. M. J. Gale, 

III Prospect Hill St., Newport, R. I. 
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Mr. Richard Holland 73 Wood St. 

Mrs. M. M. Inman 10 Pallas St. 
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167 Ohio Ave. 

Miss Alma Leach 194 Vinton St. 
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Mr. and Mrs. George E. Perkins 180 Althea St. 

Mr. Chas. D. Reynolds Calla St. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Ward Shamrock, R. I. 
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Business and Other Meetings of the Religi- 
ous SOCIETY OF Bell Street Chapel. 

Annual Meeting. — First Friday evening in May. 
Adjourned Annual Meeting, — Third Friday evening 
in May. 

Quarterly Business Meetings. — To be held at the 
call of the Executive Committee in February, March, 
October and December, the March meeting to have an 
adjourned session two weeks later. 

Social Meetings. — Once a month meetings are held 
from November to April, inclusive, to promote socia- 
bility in the society and congregation. 

Friday Evening Meetings. — Lectures, discussions, 
addresses and literary and social entertainments hdd 
on Friday evenings throughout the season, from 
November to April, inclusive. 



INDEX TO Subjects. 

Selections from writings of James Eddy — ^vii-x, 1-2, 6-10, a8- 

29. 

Official Documents relating to fund under Will of Jame$ Eddy, 
Decree of Supreme Court and action of Trustees con- 
nected therewith — 1-14, 18-20, 23-27, 28-34, 39, 40-43, 50, 
64, 77-78, 109, 136. 

Dedication of Chapel, special series of discourses and tenth 
anniversary exercises under auspices of Trustees — 15- 
21, 47, 70-72, 80-82, 91-98, 1 10-133. 

Formation Religious Society of Bell Street Chapel; its official 
documents and business action — ^23-39, 44-45, 48, 49, 59- 
63, 145-160. 

Resident Minister: — Calling and Installation of Mrs. Spencer 

-48-56. 
Resignation of presidency of Society — 

155. 
Pastoral work — 140-142. 

Resignation of Mrs. Spencer as resident 

minister— 155-158. 
Action respecting Rev. Clay MacCauley, 
resident minister 1902-1903 — 158-160. 
Officers, members and congregation of Religious Society of 
Bell Street Chapel— 35-36, 38-39, 78, 87-88, 144, 155 and 
appendix. 
Relation between Trustees of chapel fund and Religious 
Society of Bell Street Chapel— 23-34, 35. 37. 43. 45i 48- 
49. 50, 77-78, 145-152, 156-158. 
Programs of Sunday Services : — 1889-90—20-23. 

1890.91—45-48, 49, 57. 

1891-92—69-73. 

1892-93—79-82. 

1893-94— lK)-98. 

1894-1902 (summary) — 108- 

¥11 
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Orders of Service for Sunday meetings — 13-14, 16-18, 20, 64- 

^7. 109, 134-136. 
Music of Sunday meetings — 13, 67-69, 78, 136-140, 161. 
Sunday School — ix-x, 63-67, 85, 109, 116, 133, 143. 
Child's Consecration Service— 67. 
Social meetings, Festivals, entertainments in aid of Chapel — 

31-32, 37, 57-58, 67, 73, 75-76, 83, 84, 109, 143. 
Financial items: Trustees— 1-2, 3, 26, 43, 77-78, 151-152, 158. 

Society— 26-32, 59-63, 83, 84, 104. 
Friday evening meetings for literary, scientific, historical and 

political study; and discussions — ^33, 58. 

1891-92—73-75. 
1892-93—83-84. 

1893-94—99-100. 

1894-1902 (summary) — 109, 

160-167. 

Relation of chapel movement to societies for social reform — 

104-107, 204. 
Week-day class work — 63, y(ij 83, 86, loo-ioi, 109, 169. 
Relation of chapel movement to outside educational work — loi. 
Chapel library — 90. 
Lcnd-a-hand Clubs, "Willing Workers", "Chapel Helpers", 

charitable aid — ^hospitality to other organizations — ^37, 

75, 77, 84, 145, 169-172. 
Summer school and playground — 172-1^3. 
Relation of chapel movement to outside charitable agencies — 

89, 101-103. 
Relation of Society to National Unitarian Conference — 153-154. 
Rev. William J. Potter, trustee from Oct., 1891, to Dec., 1893 

—54-56, 92-97. 
Fraternal letters and commendatory words: 

From Rev. Charles Gordon Ames — ^51-53. 

From Rev. Jenkin Lloyd Jones — 119. 

From Dr. Lewis G. Janes — 120. 

From others — 115-118. 

From the Press — 167-168, 172-173. 
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Publications of the chapel management — 174-175. 

Selections from letters, sermons and reports of Mrs. Spencer: 

From sermon "What could a church at Bell Street 
Chapel do"? — ^xi-xiv. 

From tenth anniversary sermon — 121-125. 

From annual reports — 1890-91 — 68. 

1891-92—75- 
1892-93—89. 

1^3-94 (in substance) — 100-107. 
1894-97 (in substance) — 162-167. 
1897-98 (containing reconmien- 

dations) — 176-177. 
1898-99 (containing recommen- 
dations) — 177-179. 
1 899- 1900 (containing recom- 
mendations) — 179-180. 
1 900- 1 901 — concerning "radical- 
ism" — 180-182. 
1901-1902 — letter of resignation 
as resident minister — 156-157, 
182-185. 
Original Constitution and By-Laws of Religious Society of 

Bell Street Chapel— 28-34. 
Revised Constitution as at present in force, with Chapel Direc- 
tory of 1902 — 189-204. 
List of Society meetings — ^205. 
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